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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
FEBRUARY 28, 2022
PR-2022-014784; GF-2022-016729
1403 E CESAR CHAVEZ ST

PROPOSAL

Demolish a single-family Craftsman-style residence built circa 1925.
ARCHITECTURE

Single story residential construction with cross gable roofline built in the Craftsman style circa 1925. The roof has one
triangular knee brace in the apex of each gable. The porch supports are composed of brick masonry piers with sloping sides.
On top of the piers rest the decorative wooden support columns which appear to take cues from Orientalist design principles.
The wooden porch railing is almost Stick in its patterned styling lending to the Western Stick reference known for some
Craftsman styles. The structure has horizontal wood siding and the facade is comprised of a single entry door and two
matching window assemblies, each comprised of two single hung, vertical, wood windows.

RESEARCH

From 1927 to 1959 this home was owned and occupied by members of the Balagia Family. Charles and Tofie Balagia were
owners of the Balagia Produce Company. Co-owner Tofie Balagia and his wife Bertha purchased this house in 1927 and it
became their family home. Bertha Balagia (Tofie’s widow) continued to live at this address into 1959. The Balagia Produce
Company was already one of the oldest in the Austin area by 1939 and where many would go to order their holiday turkeys
and meats and they held the State contract for providing meat to State institutions for many years. Balagia Produce continued
to serve the City and surrounding areas becoming one of the largest suppliers of meat and produce in the State of Texas.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The 2016 East Austin Survey report recommends that the property is eligible as a local landmark and contributes to a
potential local historic district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Craftsman-style architecture.

b. Historical association. The property appears to have significant historical associations with Balagia Produce

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate historic zoning based on architecture and historical associations with Balagia Produce. If the commission chooses
not to initiate historic zoning, encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse but release the permit upon completion of a City
of Austin Documentation Package.
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Demolition permit application, 2022

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, February 2022

1959
1957
1955
1952

1949

1947

1944

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932

1929

Bertha Bolagia, owner
Bertha Bolagia, owner
Bertha Bolagia, owner (widow of Tofie)
Bertha Balagia, owner (widow of Tofie)

Rose Balagia, renter
Student

Doris M. Balagia, renter
Bookkeeper

Edward G. Balagia, renter
USA
Bertha Balagia, owner (widow of Tofie)

Jeanette H. Balagia, renter
Bookkeeper-credit manager Gem Jewelry

Bertha Balagia, owner

Evelyn Balagia, renter

Jeanette Balagia, renter

Bookkeeper Gem Jewelry

Bertha Balagia, owner (widow of Tofie)

Evelyn Balagia, renter
Student at the University of Texas

Jeanette H. Balagia, renter
Student at the University of Texas

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia market (505 E 5% Street)

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia market (505 E 5% Street)

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia Produce Co./Balagia Market (505 E 5% St)

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia Produce Co. (505 E 5™ St)

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia Produce Co. (505 E 5" St)

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia Produce Co. (505 E 5™ St)
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1927

1924

Tofie and Bertha Balagia, owners
Balagia Produce Co. (506 Trinity)

Address not listed

Notes:
Tofie and Bertha Balagia (1004 Spence St)
Balagia Produce Co. (506 Trinity)
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Balagia Produce Firm Is -\mongﬁﬂldest in City
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Mar 25, 193%; )
Pru{gupt Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
P

Balagia Produce
Firm Is Among
Oldest in Ctty

One of the best known Mlnblish-
ments of I kind in the Southwest
is the |Balogin| Produce company,
wholesale and retall dealers In
pouitry and produce, which main-
iailns its housc and salesrooms at
505 East Filth strect,

The Balagia) Produce company Is
owned and operated by Charles and
Totle | Balagla, who have catered
to the needs of Austin and Cen-
tral Texas consumers for many
yoars,

Charles Balagia, one of the mem-
bers of the firm, announced Sat-
urdoy that he and Tofic Balagin's
Interests are confined only to the
Balagin Produce compony At 503
East Filth street, and that they
have no connection with any other
firm in Austin.

The Balagla Praduce company, In
additlen to handling a wholesale ||
and retall produce business, oper-
ates lis own retall markel where
customers may obtain cholce cuts
af veal, beel, lamb, multon and
pork In scnson besides a very se-
lect line of delicalessen products,
For thal Easter dinner, the Balagia
firm sugrests that a cholce ronst
ar chicken Is mnst appropriate and
fnvites the patrons to place thelr
orders.

With an excellent free delivery
reryvice tn_every part of the eity,
the Balagia firm delivers all orders
promplly, nnd all that the customer
needs to do is to telephone In the
order and the firm will dn the rest,

Charles Balagia asks friends and
customers of the firm that when
they need quality meats or poultry
for the dinner fable to permit the
Balagia Produce company 1o glve
them the same fine serviee which
has been a polley of that firm for
many years standing.

RS
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Balagia Ready To Serve All New Residents

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 11, 1941;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

Pg‘ 1[]_“'—----'-"“""- E—— = =

=

Balagia Ready
To Serve All
‘New Residents

- With the opening of the legls-

Jature for another regular session,

many new families will be in Aus-

"{in during the next few months

and this means that they will de-
pend upon a good market to sup-
ply them with poultry, meats and
delicatessen products,

These mew housewives will be
interesied to know that the Balagia
Produce and Market operaled bY
Charles and Tofic Balagia is ready
{o serve them salisfactorily with
these needs.

The Balagia Produce company 15
Jocatled at 505 East Fifth street,
where the housewife can select a
chicken, turkey or any other poul-
{ry on foot and the market staff

will dress it without extra charge
as she wants it. Only a few min-
utes are .required for such serv-
ice.

The housewife can alsg tele-
phone her order to the Balagia
firm and it will be delivered free
to any part of the city.

In additlon ta_fine poultry, the
Balagia Produce and Market car-
rics only the best in beef, lamb,
pork, veal and mutton in season
and at intervals during the year
otfers its patrons meat from prize
winning baby beeves and calves
purchased from the Luling Founda~
tion farm or at various fairs and
stock shows.

Sausage of all kindg, cheese,
chile, and ot her delicatessen
products also are available to pa-
trons at the Balagia market, For
2 number of vears, the Balagia
Produce and Market has gained an
enviable reputation for its fine
barbecue which is prepared under
the supervision of an expert bar-
becue chel.

The Balagia Produce and Mar.
ket welcomes the newcomers to
Austin and invites them to try its
service at any time,

D.7-7



War Delivery Service Given By Balagia
The Austin Steresman (1920-1973); Jun 20, 1942;

ProQuest Historical Mewspapers: The Austin Amenican Statesman
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War Delivery
Service Given

By Balagia
X.mgm Market, one

of Austin's oldest and best known
produce firms, exiends a grecting
in the new citizens who have acriv-
el during the last few weeks o
make their home in Austing and
invites these new residents 1o avail
themselves of the [lne meats and
pouliry offered regularly by this
firm.

Charles  Ralagin, owner of the
firm, hns announced that in ae-
cordance with 5 new regulation of
the office of defense transporintion,
hiz firm hns pesipicted its delivery
serviee for the duration of the
war, and is now making only three
deliveries daily and only one de-
livery on Sunday, He asked that
patrons coopernte with the firm in
its new delivery schedule by plac- |
ing their orders so that they may !
be delivered properlty nnd satise
factorily 1o the customer.

The first daily delivery is made
al 730 a. m. of all erders taken
from 3:30 p. m. the doy beflore un-
til time for this delivery. A second
delivery, scheduled at 10 a. m, s
for all orders taken after the first
delivery at T:30 A, m. up o 10 4. m.
The third and last delivery is made
at 130 p. m. 1o handle oll orders
laken from 10 4. m. 1o 3 p. M,

The single delivery on Sunday
s made at 9:30 a. m. Special de-
‘liveries have been eliminated and
‘not more than one order can be
i delivered to any one_address in
Cany one day, Mrs. Balagia an-
nounced.

The Balazia Praduce and Markel,
lacated at 500 East Filth street,
has served the people of Austin
for several decades and during all
of that time, it hae m‘lmmme:d n
consistenet poliey of providing its
patrons with the finest meats and
pouliry available on the local mar-
i kel 3]
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Balagia Firm Offers Choice Poultry Here
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Oct 7, 1939;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

ﬁélagia Firm
Offers Choice
Poultry Here

For that Sunday dinner er the
special - festal  nccasion,  Austin
| hostesses may obtain choice roast
or chicken by calling the Balagia
lPrmlucu company lecated at 505
East Fifth street, the home of quai-
l.ﬂ}' meats and  poultry  here for
many years.

Charles and Tofie Balagia, nwn-
ers of this firm have catered to
the needs of Austin housewives for
many ycars and the firm lists
among its palrons many of the most
prominent citizens of Austin az well
as numerous {raternities, sorarities
and boarding houses at the Uni-
versity of Texas. The firm has es-
tablished an  enviable reputation
among its patrons through its pol-
icy of providing the best meats and
poultry that the marke! affords.

In addition 1o its whelesale and
retail purchase and sale of poultry,
the Balagia Produce company op-
erates its own retail meat market
where patrons may obtain choice
cuts of veal. beef, lamb, mution and
pork In season besides a zeleet line
of delicinus products. Dilicions bar-
hecue with sauce also is offered the
patrons.

An excellent delivery =ervice Is
offered to all parts of the city and
orders are promptly filled by the
company. The housewife needs
meorely tn telophone her order and
lhc firm will fill Il. as she desires.
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Mexico -Bred Beef Bought for State Institutions: Fact Revealed By ..
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 28, 1941;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
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Mexico-Bred Beef Bought for State Institutions|

IFact Revealed
By Lessee
0f Abattioir

But Control Board
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©Of Meat Origin
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