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sign for each building facade is permitted (H) A sign may not be illuminated or
contain electronic images or moving parts.

BOARD’S DECISION: Jan 11, 2021 POSTPONED TO FEBRUARY 8, 2021 (Board
member Melissa Hawthorne abstaining)

FINDING:

1. The variance is necessary because strict enforcement of the Article prohibits and reasonable
opportunity to provide adequate signs on the site, considering the unique features of a site such
as its dimensions, landscape, or topography, because:

OR,

2. The granting of this variance will not have a substantially adverse impact upon neighboring
properties, because:

OR,

3. The granting of this variance will not substantially conflict with the stated purposes of this sign
ordinance, because:

AND,

4. Granting a variance would not provide the applicant with a special privilege not enjoyed by
others similarly situated or potentially similarly situated, because:
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December 10, 2020

Via email
Board of Adjust ment
301 W. 2nd St.
Austin, TX 78701

Subject: Vari ance ReqqUytsPtopeftydr 2552 Guadal

Dear Me mber s:

Pl ease accept this | etftleOwodihOWwWameér i sfr2b2sd ¢
variance from Sections 25-10-133(H), 25-10-133
a number of signs at the Moxy Hot el and provi
withexisting practice in the area.

The Property is |l ocated at the intersection o
University Neighborhood Overlay (“UNO”) Sign District ( See Exhi bit A) . Th
Guadal upe Street within the UNO Sign District
with illuminated signage, both north and sout
attached businesses, services, and amenitiesth
The Owner i s requesting a variance from the f

e Secti on 2 5whidhGpecifid 3hft HA) sjgn may not be illuminated or contain
electronic images or moving parts;”

e Secti on 2 5vhich@peciti&® 4t MNp sign may be placedabove the sec
floor of a building, except for a non-el ec
surface, or otherwise inlaid to become part of the building;” and

e 25-10-133(G) (1), “Onelprojecting sgp fer @achf builéirg fagade & t

permitted.”
This request would allow the Owner to provi de
separate projecting signs that identi fy diff.
practices that are already established and co
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Section 25-10-133(H): Illumination

Signage illumination is an established practice along this segment of Guadalupe Street.
Furthermore, the provision in question was instituted unintentionally, and City staff plans to
revise it to resolve this issue. As City staff acknowledged at the November 2020 Board of
Adjustment meeting:

“It was not the intent of Council to completely prohibit illuminated signs. We
processed a fairly exhaustive amendment to the UNO regulations in November of
2019 and there was a provision that was inadvertently added to prohibit
illuminated signs... It was definitely not Council’s intent to make that prohibition
and we are working on a solution.”

Strict enforcement of this provision at the Moxy Hotel would impose on the Property a standard
that is harsher than that enjoyed by other similarly situated properties along Guadalupe Street in
the University Neighborhood Overlay Zoning District. Granting the requested variance would
instead establish consistency with this segment of Guadalupe Street by allowing the Owner to
illuminate their signage, as other nearby businesses do today.

Section 25-10-133(F): Signage Above the Second Floor

There may also have been confusion over changes to Section 25-10-133(F), as well. According
to the minutes from the November 14, 2019 Council meeting, the City Council approved the
ordinance amending the UNO regulations “with the staff recommendations.” One of the staff
recommendations, outlined in the staff report and staff presentation was to concur with a
Planning Commission recommendation to replace the provisions of Section 25-10-133(F) with a
new subsection that specifies that “An on-premise sign is allowed.” This, staff indicated, “would
bring the regulations more in line with industry practices.”

While Council approved the ordinance with staff recommendations (as well as with the
unintentional illumination prohibition), this staff recommendation on upper-floor signage
appears to have been omitted from the signed ordinance. As a result, there remains a prohibition
on electric signs above the second floor of a building. In order to allow illumination of the
Moxy’s upper-story signs, the Owner requests a variance from Section 25-10-133(F).

Section 25-10-133(G)(1)

Finally, the Owner requests a variance from Section 25-10-133(G)(1), for two projecting signs
on the building’s Guadalupe Street fagade, which would allow a project that is consistent with
established practice in the area (See Exhibit C).

Section 25-10-133(G)(1) broadly specifies one projecting sign per building fagade. However,
there is an established practice by which different services and amenities within attached
structures along Guadalupe Street each utilize various types of projecting signs. The Property
similarly offers two types of services within a single structure: the hotel entrance and a food
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service window. The Owner is requesting a variance from Section 25-10-133(G)(1) in order to
provide a projecting sign for each of these services, similar to existing practice with other
businesses along Guadalupe Street today.

I appreciate your consideration of this application and look forward to presenting our requested
variance to the Board of Adjustment.

Very truly yours,

Richard T. Suttle, Jr.

{W1016024.1}
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EXHIBIT A
Guadalupe Street Facade — Full Facade View 1
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Guadalupe Fagade — Full Fagade View 2
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Guadalupe Street Facade — rd,ng Window Signs
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Guadalupe Fagade — North-Facing Sidewalk
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Guadalupe Fagade — Moxy Signs
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West 26th Street Fagcade
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San Antonio Street Fagade
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San Antonio Street Fagade — Parking Sign
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