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June 18, 2021

City of Austin Planning Commission
301 W. 2nd St.
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

On behalf of the residents of the Franklin Grove neighborhood, a 27-home community, and the
Franklin Grove homeowners’ association, | am writing to express the neighborhood’s support for
the development proposed by Anmol Mehra on 2011-2015 EM Franklin Avenue, the lots due
north of our neighborhood. The decision to submit this letter of support was put to a community
vote, in which a majority of homeowners participated and 93% voted in favor.

We appreciate the hard work Anmol and his team have undertaken to design a development
that takes into consideration the needs and values of current residents, including neighborhood
aesthetics, environmental sustainability, and traffic mitigation. We also appreciate that Anmol
has made a diligent effort to create a dialog with the residents of the neighborhood and to tailor
his plans based on our concerns.

To that end, the neighborhood supports Anmol’'s mixed-use multi-family development on
2011-2015 EM Franklin Ave., including permanent zoning designations of LO for 2015 EM
Franklin Ave. and MF4 for 2011 EM Franklin Ave., with the following restrictions:

e Creates a 25-foot no-build buffer on 2011 EM Franklin Ave. from our neighborhood's
northern fence line (which is behind the homes located on Clary Way)(the “Northern
Fence Line");

e Allows two-story homes no closer than 25 feet from the Northern Fence Line and
three-story homes on 2011 EM Franklin Ave. no closer than 85 feet from the Northern
Fence Line;

e Allows a building height no greater than three stories on 2011 EM Franklin Ave. and four
stories (above parking) on 2015 EM Franklin Ave.;

Preserves up to an acre of green space;

Utilizes a vegetative buffer and signage to discourage pedestrian access to the creek
area south of 2011 EM Franklin Ave. in the Franklin Grove neighborhood, including a
buffer that does not allow public access within 15 feet of 2011 EM Franklin Ave.’s
southern border with the Franklin Grove neighborhood; and

e Accommodates all parking spaces required for the proposed project on site.

This support is conditioned upon the owner of 2011-2015 EM Franklin Ave. taking the following
additional steps in design and development of the project:





Utilizing an arborist to preserve and enhance native plants, vegetation and habitat on
site;

Coordinating and maintaining tree plantings along the 2011 EM Franklin Ave. Northern
Fence Line;

Dedicating approximately 30% of homes within the project to participate in Austin's
affordable housing programs and partnering with local nonprofits to prevent and reverse
the displacement of longtime east Austin residents:

Mitigating traffic buildup on EM Franklin Ave. through thoughtful ingress and egress to
the project;

Making a good faith effort to locate on-site parking primarily within or beneath the
project’s buildings and to minimize on-street parking within the project;

Upon request from the Franklin Grove HOA, cooperating with the Franklin Grove
neighborhood to advocate for additions to EM Franklin Ave. (e.g. stop signs, crosswalks,
speed bumps, etc.) that will calm traffic on EM Franklin Ave. and enhance the pedestrian
and bike infrastructure while discouraging cut-through traffic on the street; and

Upon reasonable request from the Franklin Grove HOA, cooperating in good faith with
the Franklin Grove HOA to draft and record a restrictive covenant that includes the
conditions and restrictions described in this letter as obligations or restrictions that
burden, and run with the land on, 2011 and 2015 EM Franklin Ave. and that gives the
Franklin Grove HOA the exclusive right to enforce the restrictive covenant.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

A

Brooks Ballard
Franklin Grove HOA President

City of Austin City Council
East MLK Combined Neighborhood Plan Contact Team
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