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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAY 4,2022
PR-2022-045223; GF-2022-050228
2905 STRATFORD DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1955 house and 1965 carport.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story masonry veneer house with single and mulled three-light casement windows, side-gabled roof with deep eaves,
and double-width masonry chimney.

RESEARCH

The house at 2905 Stratford Drive was constructed in 1955. Its most notable occupant was Colonel Vance Murphy, director
of Bergstrom Air Force Base and the Austin Municipal Airport. Murphy enlisted in 1927 and served in the Southwest Pacific
Theater during World War II. He became commander of Bergstrom AFB in 1954.! After retiring from the military in 1958,2
Murphy took a position as Director of Aviation for the City of Austin, placing him at the helm of the airport’s modernization
project.’

Murphy served as an officer, chairman, and board member in several civic organizations, including the United Fund, Red
Cross, Girl Scouts of America, American Legion, and Armed Forces Club. * 3 ¢ 7 #Cora Murphy, Colonel Murphy’s wife,
also served as chairman of nursing services with the Red Cross.” Vance Murphy retired in 1973 and died in 1979.1°

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate to high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building does not appear architecturally significant.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with Colonel Vance Murphy.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.

I "Lichty Says Goodby, Murphy Takes Over." 1954.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Mar 31, 17.

2 "Col. Murphy Honored at Bergstrom Review." 1958.The Austin American (1914-1973), Sep 28, 1.

3 "Murphy Takes Control Over Austin's Airport." 1958.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Sep 05, 9.

4"Col. Murphy Named to United Fund Post." 1959.The Austin American (1914-1973), Feb 22, 1..

3> "Vance Murphy Elected as Girl Scout Official." 1962.The Austin American (1914-1973), Jan 28, 1..

¢ "Murphy Elected by Club." 1960.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Jul 06, 13..

7 "Murphy Heads RC Headquarters Drive." 1964.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Mar 16, 10..

8 "Col. Vance Murphy Aqua Chief Executive." 1965.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Aug 05, 8..

9 "Murphy Heads RC Headquarters Drive." 1964.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Mar 16, 10.

19 "Funeral Services Set for Col. Vance Murphy." 1979.The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Jan 21, 1.
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Demolition permit application, 2022
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, April 2022
1959 Vance E. and Cora Murphy, renters
1955 Address not listed (16 homes under construction)
Permits
RS LR D
N WATER SERVICE PERMIT E No 3220 '
\ Austin, Texas )
T Received of. /?714/' [4’ IHOWCA . ‘ Dag' >/ 'J
i Address.... ')/éf) S—' Q?rléﬂ“r@()\ bt
' Amountv/;‘;‘t‘lf fﬁw “'r"‘['! !ﬂ'/sjé'f ‘igﬂ‘i\

" Plumber. h’r“:f/ - ( l?)-ﬂl_v’\nll l<:’! Siteof

Tap/’lk -

: v — P 11 i
)Dateofﬂnnnerﬂon 5'_25-?5;— i (N N A A

Water service permit, 1955
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: SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMIT _
J W Austin, Texas N¢ 39758 (//

Recewed of ﬂﬁ)‘/cg R/ XA N N o DateST- A &F
Address ... ;p'?f?{' 57-;{29 7-,5{‘49,,/ z P A
Amount A Y)?"-9// 29; \5_; .........

Bmlde1 or Owner M LZ'/ . i Plumber @/ Z. 8 ,é:. A .
Lot....Z. Ve Bleck.. 4 .. Subdivision ,géu_ ’{!/){‘{J . Plat No.. / [)'g;*
| P ; Q)

Date of Connection . \5"_' o~ é’ 3. ‘ & Q

Sewer service permit, 1963

/ 3 C : )
- WATER SERVICE PERMIT . i wo e =ec
: v Aus‘lm, Texas : E N¢ 51699 @08
.,
Received of p 7}/ D s rrid S s S Dae.719:0%07
Nddress. 2.9 08 5.5 reermoen Dy 3
Amotint - $ lz‘
P]umber..‘ég,‘?”d“'”w Towmsend L ‘Size of Tap... Z4 .

Date of Connectwn{/f’()’ |

Water service permit, 1967

601 Hurphy L 2903 Stretisgri.Dul
603 _,4_:‘--* . T W RS
Bluffington '
Carporv ant 3boreroom _
. 54395 Bu7-50 800g00
‘WoT, e nop o - -
Building permit, 1956
A B Hatley = - 2005 Stratford D,

605 4 A
Bluffington #2 '
ro8k ven res & carpt att

58894 12-13-54 18000/
ovney 11

Building permit, 1954
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Historical information

42ND AIR DIVISION GETS NEW DIRECTOR OF P

rae A2mad dieivinm- diree. | werk, seplacing Lisutenant Colonel, During the Warld War 11, Cnl |'can Theater, Philippine Liberation. |
:.u:'"..'rl %;r:ﬂ:nff”lrfnll.nlnrlll'l.l"a-nf'r 0 | P Hl?mhlck who becames di- | Murphy served o the Seuthwest| Philippine Indogendence and Vie-
Murphv, tenk nvee duties here last |recinr of persarenel for the A0tk [ Pacltic Theater of Operalions in- |tory .}"l"fﬂ"‘“- o :
e e e e e | A e B Giroup. . eluding  Australia, New Guinea, i Ch-ﬂ:r”";;“lﬂ!"f :Ili: J_t""jfr;-;::"::l'
| Cnl. M - ere early | auren and Leyte |frAm. DA e T
[this mi mi]:n;w FF‘:“mth .,r - .,:: lir has the Southwest Pacific|and ha: a daughter 15 months old.
[ : rom Ris last =abeR 5 hen with theoe rampaign stars,, Col. and Mre, Murphy are resid- |
| Fleadiquariers, United  Btates Adr |1;h,_ Frenze Siar, Amerlean Defepse | ing at 4807 Westlield Drive in Aus-
Foree i Furope, where he sepved {*Medal, Oerupation Nikbhan, Ameri= Hin. |

o -

as arljutant geperal for 18 manths
under Gearral laure Noesiad. |
Firrl entering the Army a2 an
enlisted man in 1027, Calanel Mar-
i phy resnined in the Infantey until
10840, While srrving ns & warrant
Ieflicer with ke Sth Armared Divie |’
sinm, he received a oleect comimiss |
iy o first lirwtermant anild was:
arsigned tn the Adjulanl General's )
deonrinent. 1

"42ND AIR DIVISION GETS NEW DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL." 1953.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Nov 20, 16.

Ceremony Set
For Murphy
Retirement

A military parade and retire
ment  ceremonies  for  Colonel
Vance E. Murphy of Austin, base
commander of Bergstrom Air
e AT A e et e A A S R Force Base since 1954, will be

held Saturday at the base where
See this Ranch Style Home Today

gales will be opened for civillans
to atiend the alfair.

Following his retirement after
more than 30 years ol military

IN BLUFFINGTON § b e i B o e
2905 Stratford Drive

which he was appointed a few

weeks ago, In that post he will be

: _ ) in charge of Robert Mueller Mu-

Built by owner, attractive home of native stone on 114 shady nicipal Airport. As base command-

5 acres Is located to insure utmost privacy, yet atfords a wonderful er at Bergstrom, he was in charge
5 view of the Colorado River, Lake and Western Hills, Livable
floor plan includes 4 bedroom, 3 baths. Air-conditioned, eleetric
kitchen, large native stone fireplace, central heating. Attrac-

of the permanent force of nirmen
and officers responsible for the

tively designed flagstone terrace., In a neighborhood of better
1 designed homes.

support of the aircraft based
We also hiave a 3 bedrobm, 2 bath house with all above features,

Open All Day Sunday

‘The new post will see him sup-
Drive through Zilker Park into Rollingwood, turn right on Vale

porting alrlines and private enter-|
prises utilizing the facilitics of the
i Strect to Stratford Drive and follow Open House Signs.
A, B. Ha_tl_ey. GR 7-5453

munieclpal airport.
Harve Womack, GR 7-2060

SRR AT

Saturday will be set aside as
“Murphy's Day"” at Bergstrom.
Almost the entire complement at
the base will pass in review at the
parade beginning at 9a. m.
Civilians may enter the base at
the Main Gate, which is the see-
ond gate on the Bastrop Highway
after leaving the city. Air police-

Tyl o T

men will direct traffic to the park-
> RAYMOND CAMPI, GR 6-8033 ing area immediately besides the
f L e L e L e Aree pam

"Display Ad 51 -- no Title." 1956.The Austin American (1914-1973), Feb 12, 1.
"Ceremony Set for Murphy Retirement.”" 1958.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Sep 26, 13.



Murphy Takes Control
Over Austin’s Airport

An “under new management” will conlinue in the city's or-

slgn was up Pri.dny at :\ustins ganizational sclup as a ﬂmgﬂg.n

municipal_ai
Colonet Vanoe Sy of Berg: | of the Public Works Depariniedl]

strom Alr Force Base, retiring| However, Willlams said It may, ba
after 30 years of militnry serviee, | given separale deparimental satr
was on the job as the cily's new | yg Jater In the year. VI

“ﬁ[ﬂln;oggﬂ;’;' as e alrport Murphy's appoiniment as nvlllg
hended for the third and final{ tion director wns announced, jast

year of a $3 milllon moderniza- | May. "
tion program and its most col-
spicuous phase of development.

Construction of the new §1 mil-

lion-plus terminal bullding is ex-
pecied to start before the end!
ol the year.
. In his 195859 hudgel, City Man-
ager W, T. Willlams Jr. proposed
thut the cily sell $600.000 In alr-,
port bonds and use this money,:
together with a malching amount !
in federal nid, to build the new
terminal,

Work s progressing on the re-
lovation of Manor Road around
the southeast end of the airficld,
and on the reconstruction of the
old portion of its instrument land-
ing syslem runway. Both projects
are cxpected to be substantially
complele by Ocl, 1.

The city plans alsa lo call for
bids shortly on instalintion of
high-intensity lighting on the ILS
TUNWAY.

For lhr.' fime belng, the airport

Construction
Nearing On
irport Job
Construction of ihe new $700,

Airport administration Il
ng will get ‘underway shortly_af-

hy, city avialion director, lolid
he Austin Exchnnge Cith Wed-
esday,

A method of regulating (he

s onc of the big problems now
facing city and Bergstrom Air
orer  Base  officers, Murphy
I“t(’d mil,

The only runway capable of

er Jun, 1, Colonel Vance E, Mur-|

mndling the ginnt bombers noints:
lireclly to the Austin Municinal
frport. These big planes eantiol|
he turned in under 0 miles from
landing  lield apd, thecelore,
ust fly divectly over the Munici
al Airport, erealing a penblem
n teadfic control,

Murphy expressed hope that a
specinl zoning ordinance regulnt-
ng height of bulldings adjncent
lo the airport would be passed be-
ore Jan. 1. Unless such an ordi-
ance Is passedd, the Civll Aer-
nauties  Administeation will  not
wy Its parl of the proposed air-
vt improvements, he said,

"Murphy Takes Control Over Austin's Airport.”" 1958.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Sep 05, 9.

"Construction Nearing on Airport Job." 1958.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Oct 30, 1.
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TMurphy
Elected
By Club

Colonel Vanee T, Murphy, Alv
Foree retived, has bioon desipnated
ns president of the Armed Forees
Clubs of Austin in gl eloctions
Just heled,

Col, Murphy, lormer commeand-
o of Hergstrom Alr Force Base,
hecame direclor of aviatisn for
Austin upun bis retlvement fram
the Air Foree in 1954, e syecootls
Colone]l Willlam A, Hengla, Ma-
vine Corps, professor of vl
geinee at the Navy ROTC unidl,
University af Texas, who served
ns president during the past year.

The Armed Forees Clul was
founded In 3955 (o promole gond
will and  fellowship wmong the
members of the severnl armed
forves represemted in e Auslin
HILEH N

Luncheon meetings are held the
fivst Frichay of every month, ex-
cepl in dhe sumer, i Bl Torw
Nestaurnnt,

Before coming o Anstin in Oe-|
fober, 19335, as base communder )

al Bergstrom, Col, Murphy served
in Gevmmmy. 1is mililary service
beginn in 1927 sl careled  him
thruuph the Seithwest Paeific in
World War 11 Col, Murphy is the
currenl clhaivman of Travis Caun-
1y chapler of the Americnn Red
Cross;  director of  Community
Couneil; director of USO Commit-
fee; trustee of the Austin United
Fumtl: director of Downlown Ro-
lary Cluly; member of the Mili-
tary Order of World Wors sl
il the American Logion, membop
nf the aviation committee of the
Austin Ciamber  of  Commerce:
Director, Austin Symyplony S
ciety: amd general chairman, All-
Veterans Day Commiltee,

Col. el Mres. Murphy  and
Bughter Susan, 8 make  iheir
home st 205 Stestford Drive.
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Allin Blatesman AUEL
ARMED rullCES CLUB ELECTS VANCE MURFIY

Culonel W. A, Kengla, left, lenves post

"Murphy Elected by Club." 1960.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Jul 06, 13.



COLONEL VANCE FE. MURPHY, AUSTIN'S DIRECTOR OF AVIATION
A Yankee by birth, Murphy is-a true Texan by cheice

- Murphy

. ation for the city’s newly expanded

Directs
Airport
Vance E. Murphy, a former

base commander at Bergstrom Air
Force Base, is the director of avi-

=y

Air Terminal.

Colonel Murphy was a chatter|
member of the 1st Armored Di-
vision. He also served in the 4th
and 5tk Armored Divisions. He
was assigned to the Adjutant Gen-
eral's staff in 1942, He has been
in the Far East Air Force and
servend in the Southwest Pacilic
during World War 11 After re-
turning to the States in 16, he
lias beer stationed at Michell Field
in New York, Orlando, Florida,
and Selfridge, Michigan,

Murphy has also served with the
US Ailr Force in Europe, being
stationed at Wiesbaden, Germany.
In October, 1943, he was made
Base Commander of Bergstrom
Air Base in Austin. He relired in
September, 1958 and was appoint-
ed as Director of Aviation for the
city of Austin,

Murphy is a member of the
American Association of Airport
Executives, Director of the Com-
munity Council, Director of the
US, Director of the Downtown
Rotary, Director of the Austin
Symphony, trustee of the United
Fund, president of the Armed
Club, chaitman of the Travis
County Red Cross, member of the
Central Christian Church, Masonic
Lodge, Military Order of World|
Wars, and American Legion. He|
lives with his wife, Cora, and|
cight - wear - old daughter, Susan,
at 2905 Stratford Drive.

"Murphy Directs Airport.” 1961.The Austin American (1914-1973), May 28, 1.
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Murphy Heads RC
Headquarters Drive

Vance Murphy, a relired Alr
Force colonel and Austin's di-
reclor of aviation, has always
had his eves on the skles in
search of more challenges to
conquer.

As a member of the execu-
tive commilttee of the local Red
Cross chapter and a member of
the building fund committes,
Murphy has thrown himself into
another challenging drive — a
campaign for $30,000 with which
1o build a new Red Cross head-
quarters,

Murphy has seen the need de-
veloping over the years as the
World War II hutmeni, moved
here in 1948 to serve as a tem-
porary headquarters, has slow-
ly deteriorated. A personal-con-
tact type campaign, approved
by United Fund, has begun in
an cffort to construct a build-
ing which can meet the needs
uf those who serve Ted Cross
and those who daily receive Red
Cross help.

Murphy retired from the Air
Force in 1058 while serving as
base commander of Bergsirom
Alr Force Base and was named
Austin's first and only aviation
director. He came fo Bergstrom
in 1952 after an assignment as
nir adjutant general for the
United States Air Force in Eur-
ope, then commanded by Gen-
eral Lauris Norstad.

During World War IT Murphy

served with the Far East Air

Forces in the Southwest Paclfic

area, _
Many Alr Force honors have

been paid Murphy, who holds|

memberships in several service-
associaled organizations, as well
o3 being active in elvic and
church organizations.

The retired colonel is now
serving hisninth year on the
Red Cross board of directors.
He was chapter chairman in
1059-60, regional fund chairman
in 1980-61-62 and stale confer-
ence chairman in 1961, His wife,
Cora, has served on the board
and was sceretary two years.
She was chairman of nursing
services in 1062-63. The Mur-
phys have a daughter, Susan,
in Zilker School. )

Murphy 1z a member of the
Rotary Club of Austin, a trustee
of the United Fund of Austin

and Travis County, commodore |;

of the Austin Aqua Festlval for
1084, and scrves the community

In many ether ways.

"Murphy Heads RC Headquarters Drive." 1964.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Mar 16, 10.
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. o Force and retlred  from the
! Dll celor ‘militury 05 commander of
Bergstrom Air Force  Base

* . . hefore jolning the city

L ] [ ] '

Oj All p01l Murphy, 67, is an Hiinols
_ . native, Tle and his wife, Corn,
; Retu‘cs have one daughter,
¢ Cily Manager Dan Davidson Davidson sold  Murphy has
Inte Wednesday announced the|| Fraciously agreed to help
‘retirement of municipal alrport|{Fecruit his replacement.”

Edin:clur Vance Murphy.

e . Al 1] "‘
Davidsen sald the 15-year city Rubber Process L““"

P | lemploye will retire In late| Tt lakes about seven years
A December or early January,|{"¢fore @ rubber dree plant
: o e and hns done "an . exenminpy [PrOAUCES the raw materjal used
i : R dhiei ‘j b lII . PEEY g muaking nidural rubber. The
Amerienn Sielesman T oh jor the cily, ¥ §
Sgllm‘;lr%q%mkﬁigpiﬁ: ;:ge nc;ﬁiz: of Thcé}uslin_ St&lcsmanéolllri!w:élalu Yo ll't‘t! R b l't‘t'{ﬂnl: ‘-.y{-lc! rmm
© i roces i R # ¥ gz .
ﬁ"::tt""g"d };l:e‘;%?:zgr :E‘é;iﬁ..‘&syﬁ iurphy”‘%i{:‘pmge*Eﬁig?ﬁgéwﬁs Murphy, « relired colonel, [eross-pollination to  praduction,
abled plane 16 make an emergency  and his brother Tim made a pericet [|spent 31 years In o V.S, Airltakes 23 years,

landing. Reporter Nat Henderson emergency landing.

"Director ofAirport Retires." 1973.The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Jul 26, 1.

Texas Veterans’ Leaders
Against Amnesty Proposa

Representatives of two
Texas  veterans  groups
-said they were completely
appased lo amnesty.

Clyde Hall, state
commander of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars,
sald  “1  am strictly
oppesed (0 any amnesty
for draft dodgers' and so
are “all 78,000

members” of the Texas

- organization.

Col. Vance Murphy.'

commander-clect of, the
American Legion Travis
Co. Post 76, agreed,

“I  am  completely

opposed to amnesty for
draft evaders,”” he said.

This country has always

* beén based on

putting his shoulder to’ ll'i!‘f;*
wheel. This could set a’
terrible precedent for ah;f‘ v
tulure war we might
in' (AR

Lloyd Lochridge 9of
Austin, president of tﬁe !

-ex

-f‘.

‘State Bar of Texas, was’in’

Honolulu and could not be
reached for comment. /. -

"Texas Veterans' Leaders Against Amnesty Proposal." 1974.The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Aug 12, 1.
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Funeral services set

for Col. Vance Murphy

Col. Vance E, Murphy, the first dicector of avia-
tion for the City of Austin, died Salurday at an
Austin hospital at the age of 73.

Funera) services are scheduled for 10 a.m.
Tuesday at Weed-Corley Funeral Home. Burial
will follow at the Fort Sam Housten Natllonal
Cemetery in San Antonio. .

' The ¢iy's aviation department was established
In Seplomber 1958, with Murphy as its director, He
served as aviation direclor unlil his retirement in
1973, - .

- He was born in Maltoon, JI1., and served with the
U.S. Army Air Corps in the Southwest Pacific dur-
ing World War J1.

. Murphy Is survived by his wile, Cora, and a
daughter, Mrs. Susan Edmonds of Houston; nlece,
Mrs. T.J. Gibson of Auslin; nephew, Sidney
Hodges of Cape Girardeau, Mo.

"Funeral Services Set for Col. Vance Murphy." 1979.The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Jan 21, 1.
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