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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAY 4,2022
DA-2022-040962; GF-2022-047912
201-209 WEST 4™ STREET, 318 COLORADO STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1936 commercial building and reconstruct a portion of the facade along W. 4™ Street.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Demolish the building. Reconstruct the portion of the building fagade historically addressed as 207 and 209 W. 4™ St.,
contiguous to reconstructed facades at 211 and 213 W. 4™ St. (see separate staff reports). The character of the brickwork,
particularly the banded pattern at the parapet, will be accurately reconstructed. Existing brick will be savaged and reused
in the reconstruction, with paint removed or the bricks turned to reveal the unpainted side. The pattern of openings in
this section of fagade may have been modified; the reconstruction will establish a more regular rhythm of openings.

2) Construct an open-air plaza and recessed glass lobby at the corner of W. 4™ and Colorado streets, occupying the area
historically addressed at 316-318 Colorado St./201 W. 4™ St.

3) Construct a high-rise tower with more than a 5’ setback from the building fagade. Behind the parapet, the garage levels
will be clad in a simple screen in a dark bronze color.

ARCHITECTURE

The building at the corner of W. 4™ and Colorado streets is a single-story brick warehouse. The building has three bays of
storefront windows and doors between brick piers on the Colorado Street elevation and five bays on the W. 4™ Street
elevation. Some of the piers along W. 4™ St. are tiled and may not be at original locations. Windows and doors are
inconsistent in their design and appear to have been replaced at different times. Wrapping the building is a rowlock course
of bricks at the window headers, above which the brickwork is punctuated by regularly spaced vertical bands. Rooftop
additions include a barrel-vaulted structure and a tent.

RESEARCH

The Jim’s Café Building/Rainbo Bread Warehouse was constructed ca. 1936. The portion at 201 W. 4%/318 Colorado St.
replaced an earlier two-story building shown on the 1935 Sanborn map, which housed saloons from the mid-1880s through
the 1910s before use as an office and warehouse. Jim Pachalos, a Greek-American restauranteur, had Jim’s Café in the
corner space of the present building from 1936 through the mid-1940s; he also had a restaurant in the preceding two-story
building. Jim’s Café was replaced by Pape’s Grill by the late 1940s, and Stancel Hill opened J&J Café here in the late 1950s.
Speranza’s Italian Café opened in the space in the late 1970s, and the building was converted into a salon in the mid-1980s.

The portion at 316 Colorado St. was initially Samuel Robinson’s auto repair shop. Fehr Baking Company, a San Antonio-
based bread manufacturer, used this space as a warehouse beginning in the early 1940s. The company later became part of
the Rainbo Baking Company. By the mid-1960s, the building became a warehouse for the adjacent automotive service
business at 310-312 Colorado St. In 1984, the building was converted to office use and subsequently housed antique and
folk art shops.'

The portion addressed at 209 W. 4™ St. housed a variety of occupants, including a government property storeroom for the
U.S. Bureau of Mines, the Home Service Delivery Company, Deen Signs, and additional storage for Fehr and Rainbo baking
companies.

DESIGN STANDARDS

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects at historic landmarks and within historic districts. The Warehouse District
was previously identified by Historic Preservation Office staff as a potential historic district. The following standards are
applicable in considering the proposed project:

! Adapted from Steve Sadowsky, Narrative History of Buildings in Austin’s Warehouse and Wholesale Districts, undated (ca. 2009).


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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Repair and alterations

1. General standards

These standards do not explicitly address reconstruction. Rather, they emphasize retaining historic materials in place,
planning for repair when needed due to deterioration, and replacing materials only when deteriorated beyond repair. For
this project, reconstruction is not proposed based on the existing conditions of the buildings. Rather, it is a means of
protecting original building materials from damage during construction of the proposed high-rise tower. A significant
portion of the building will be demolished and not reconstructed.

4. Exterior walls and trim

These standards emphasize retaining historic masonry walls and using replacement mortar that matches the historic mortar
in composition, joint profile, and color. For this project, the existing brick will be reused, with paint removed or the bricks
turned to reveal the unpainted side. Care will be taken to match the masonry patterns and detailing in reconstruction.

5. Windows, doors, and screens

11. Commercial storefronts

Standards in these sections emphasize retention of historic materials, or where elements have been previously altered or
replaced, using new designs and materials that are compatible with the scale and style of the building.

Existing fenestration in the section of fagade to be reconstructed is inconsistent and has been replaced in at least two of the
three bays. The project will involve changing the spacing of the piers and installing new glazing and doors reminiscent of
what is currently present in the leftmost bay.

Commercial additions

2. Scale, massing, and height

These standards emphasize that additions should appear subordinate to a historic building. Within an urban setting
surrounded by high-rise towers, the standards allow vertical additions that are set back at least 20 behind the building
parapet, with a potential 5° cantilever forward at a greater height. The proposed tower is set back 5 behind the parapet. The
material and color selection are intended to differentiate the addition and cause it to visually recede behind the parapet, such
that it does not overwhelm the building despite the shallower setback.

Summary
The proposal to demolish and reconstruct a portion of the building facade, rather than retain it in its entirety, in place, does

not meet the standards that would be applied in review of proposed work to a historic landmark. However, it represents a
compromise solution intended to maintain the streetscape character of this block of the Warehouse District. Greater liberties
are proposed for this building fagade than those at 211 and 213 W. 4™ St., which are each more architecturally distinguished
and intact than this building.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The Historic Buildings in the Warehouse District Survey (ca. 2009) lists the property as medium priority for inclusion in a
potential historic district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain a moderate degree of integrity. Modifications include changes to window and door
patterns and rooftop additions.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is a modest example of a warechouse building with modifications.

b. Historical association. The historic uses of the building are typical of buildings within the downtown Warehouse
District. The property does not appear to have individually significant associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property possesses a unique location and physical characteristics as part of the
Warehouse District, which contributes to the character, image, and cultural identity of the city. However, this
association in itself is not sufficient for the building to individually qualify for landmark designation.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.
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COMMITTEE FEEDBACK

The Architectural Review Committee provided feedback on the proposed project on April 11, 2022. Committee members
emphasized the importance of historical accuracy and retention of historic materials and patterns in treatment of the building
facades. The building fagcades should be preserved in place during construction, or if reconstructed, involvement of a
preservationist on the project team and rigor in field measurements is critical. Different brick treatments on the various
fagades gives each building a distinct character. Restoration of missing or altered features should be based on documentary
or physical evidence of an earlier configuration. Transoms and fenestration patterns should be maintained.

The relationship between this block of warehouses and the landmark Nelson Davis Warehouse across Colorado should be
considered. At the corner of 4™ and Colorado, committee members recommended retaining the masonry of the corner
building, with fenestration removed to create an open-air plaza, rather than removing the corner entirely.

The setback of the new tower is critical to not overwhelming the warehouse facades. Committee members appreciated the
neutral color and texture of the tower garage cladding at this level. Greenery at the parapet level would detract from the
historic character of the warehouses.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the associated permits for demolition and reconstruction of a portion of the W. 4™ St. facade upon completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package.
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LOCATION MAP
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.
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by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos

FRAME STRAIGHTE NING -TIRE TRUE
HIGH SPEED WHEEL BALANCING

316-318 Colorado Street, 1979 photographs, source unknown.



Pr T TP

e R i s B
it waled Sy, 1--.:.--—-011:
P e b -
| SR
e & S b e o
q\ \"* re| e

v .

i

N
N
5
0
il
.
h

\i

y
fﬁ’vﬂ & w Py e

W. 4™ Street elevation of building showing storefronts addressed at 201-209 W. 4™ Street,
Historic Preservation Olffice staff, April 2022.




W. 4™ Street elevation of building showing storefronts addressed at 201-209 W. 4™ Street.
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Colorado Street elevation of building showing storefronts addressed at 316-318 Colorado Street,
Historic Preservation Olffice staff, April 2022.
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200 block of W. 4" between Colorado and Lavaca streets. Note that buildings at 217 and 219 W. 4" Street (in foreground)
are outside of the project area. Historic Preservation Office staff, April 2022.



Occupancy History
City Directory Research, November 2008 and April 2022

1992

1987

1985-86
1981

1977

1975

1967-69

1963-64

1959

207 W. 4" St.
316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

201-209 W. 4" St.

316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.
209 W. 4™ St.

207-209 W. 4" St.

316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.

201-209 W. 4 St.

316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

201-209 W. 4 St.

316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

201-209 W. 4" St.

316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

207 W. 4" St.
316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

209 W. 4% St.
316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.
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Cavanaugh Grimes Studio

Room with a View (antiques)
Pamela Crochery-Ely, proprietor

Vacant

Address not listed

Richard Dorrell Interests (commercial real estate)
Michael Carey, Inc. (art gallery)

Back East Antiques

Address not listed

Address not listed

Speranza’s Italian Home Cooking
Hallie Gammon, proprietor

Address not listed

Capital Spring and Brake Company warehouse

Greg Henderson and Lloyd Anthony, managers

Note: Capital Spring and Brake’s shop was located at 310 Colorado Street, just to the
south of this building.

Speranza’s Café
Hallie Gammon, proprietor

Address not listed

Capital Spring and Brake Company warehouse

Greg Henderson and Lloyd Anthony, managers

Note: Capital Spring and Brake’s shop was located at 310 Colorado Street, just to the
south of this building.

J&J Café
Stancel E. Hill, proprietor

Address not listed

Burkhalter Spring and Alignment Service warehouse

Wayne Woodward, manager

Note: Burkhalter Spring and Alignment Service shop was at 310 Colorado Street, just
south of this building.

J&J Café
Stancel E. Hill, proprietor

Rainbo Baking Co. (garage)

Rainbo Baking Company
G. Melvin Beckham and Clarence H. Bose, supervisors

J&J Café
Stancel E. Hill, proprietor

Rainbo Baking Co. (storage)
Rainbo Baking Co.

Vacant



1957

1955

1953

1952

1949

1944-47

1941

1939

1937

209 W. 4" St.

316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

209 W. 4™ St.
316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.
209 W. 4™ St.
316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

209 W. 4™ St.
316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.
209 W. 4™ St.

316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.
209 W. 4% St.

316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

201-209 W. 4" St.

316 Colorado St.
318 Colorado St.

201-209 W. 4" St.

316 Colorado St.

318 Colorado St.

201 W. 4" St. and
318 Colorado St.

207-209 W. 4" St.
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Fehr Baking Co. (storage)
Jerry Duman, sales manager

Fehr Baking Co. (wholesale bakery products)
J. Porter Mayer, manager

Chef’s Grill (restaurant)
John R. Pena, proprietor

Fehr Baking Co. (storage)
Fehr Baking Co. (wholesale)
Pape’s Grill (restaurant)
Fehr Baking Co. (storage)

Fehr Baking Company
Melvin Beckham and Albert Bradshaw, managers

Pape’s Grill (restaurant)
Charlie and William Pape, proprietors

Deen Signs
Fehr Baking Co.
Pape’s Grill restaurant

Home Service Delivery Co.
Anthony Collonetta, proprietor

Fehr Baking Co.
Curtis H. Barnett, supervisor

Pape’s Grill (restaurant)
William P. and Charles R. Pape, proprietors

U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of Mines (Government Property storeroom)

Fehr Baking Co.
Curtis H. Barnett, manager
Note: Fehr Baking Company was headquartered in San Antonio.

Jim’s Café restaurant
Jim Pachalos, proprietor

Addresses not listed
Samuel Robinson (auto repair)

Jim’s Café
James Pachalos, proprietor

Addresses not listed

Samuel Robinson (auto repair)
Note: Fehr Baking Company is listed as at 300 Colorado Street.

Green & Uzzell (auto repair)
Jim’s Café

Jim’s Place
Jim’s Café
James Pachalos, proprietor

Addresses not listed
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316 Colorado St. Address not listed
1935 201 W. 4™ St. James Pachalos (restaurant)
207 Y2 W. 4™ St. Guy R. and Ida Ezelle, renters

Attendant, Gulf Refrigerating Co. Station #1, 601 W. 6™ St.
Note: The 1935 Sanborn map shows a small house at the rear of the lot.

316-318 Colorado St.  Addresses not listed
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_Address: Q,Oj_w- yraa | Permit: 20%35‘ |Prat: 7
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Historical information

Advertisement for Home Delivery Service, 209 West 4" Street, Austin Statesman, Apr. 1, 1949, 20.

G Compary b
- Extend Ma_ins

At

The Texas Publlo” Bervice com.
pary  was  granted permissfon to
oxtend gns maing on Wesi Third
from West Annle to West Monroee,
and on Weat Monros from South
Third 366 feet east al the mevting
of the clty councll tegday. Another
Wne will be extendod on Fast 3oth
trom TRobinson to Dancy Bstreats,
and on Dancy from East 30th 3§
feat south, '

Contractor A, A. Mundi waa per-
inltted to enclons a portfon of the
stdewalk during the conatructlon ot
a new buildine at 318 Colorado, and
Contractor BIl' L. Tavior wase
granted the  samo pormlission for
a htllding at 221 Congress,

Tnx] drlver permits were (ssued.
to Bert B, Tinnm, 1003 Haskell, and

A, Duran Donk, Little Campus dor-
mitory, . .

The council alse voted ta necept
the oxtension of two water malns
to. the city reservolr. constructed

under PWA funds by Contractor F.

C. Youmana. .

“Gas Company to Extend Mains,” Austin Statesman, Feb. 6, 1936, 12.

o WELLOW  SMOOTH AND mpy oy,

5 9&0"“

| Preferred...
or

nellow moments

Smaoth and mellow
: . the way good beer

Smooth and mellow
1 1. the way you prefer
it

Smooth and mellow
| &1z that's your way of
saying Hauw's Pre-
ferred Stock Brer,

IR, NAYR BRI 00
e

Distributed by:

Home Service
Delivery
., 209 West dih Sireet
Austin, Texas
Phone I-124%°
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- PACHLOS, Jim (Pappa),
86, 1603 Bouldin Ave.. died
Tuesdav. Services pending
at Cook-Walden Funeral
Home. Survivors: wife,

Mrs. Pauline Pachlos of HILL, Stansel, 63, 2529 S. Lamar
Austin; sons, Tommy Pach- Blvd., died Sunday. Services 1:30 p.m.
2:-5. Pete Pachlos. both of l;day .“demmmr mmda“; aitmnor:

ustin; one sister, of raveside servi - Sur-
Greece: two grandsons; one wl C"I mmu"“n‘““: TW" g
stepgranddaughter. of Temple.

Left, obituary of Jim Pachlos, who operated Jim’s Café, the first business in the current building, Austin American-
Statesman, Apr. 28, 1976. Right, death notice for Stansel Hill, who operated the J&J Café here in the 1960s, Austin
American-Statesman, Aug. 22, 1978.
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Personal touch — now that’s Italian

By LINDA ANTHONY

American-Slalesman $iait .

“If there’s one plece of advice 1'd give lo a cook, it's dont
follow a recipe verbatim,” growled the bushy redhead bus-
fly feeding cloves of garile, pepper corns, handfuls af basil
and a seemingling endless siream'of olive oll inte a blender,

“That's beeause any recipe you get from somebody ks al-
ways golng to have something lefl aut, If you gel grandma’s
favorite bread recipe, there's poing to be something miss-
fng. Il you weren'l around to see prandma make i, then
you're nol golng to get the same loaf of bread. 1's Ihat
simple,” he snid, (ranslering the liquiffed contents of (he
blender into a plastle contalner,

The fellow pacing himself furlously in the kitchen is M-
chael Speranca, cd-owner and ehel of a tny, bul qualat res-
taurant, Speranza’s talion Home Cooking, 318 Colorado,

His expertise — and advice — comes {rom firsthand expe-
rience, Halsed In New Jersey, he spent o good portion of his
youlh in relatives® restaurants or eaterlos,

“My father was In the restaurant bustness, so § learned &
Iittle from him. Dul not much. T was too young at the Hme,
My molher warked In this lady's, Mrs. Tallla’s restaurant,
and she taught me a few tricks (oo, he sald,

WHAT HE DIDN'T LEARN about cooking from his par-
cnls, he learned from his uncle who ran a dellealessen ar by
experhmenting inihe kitchen on his own,

Desplle that background, Speranza considers himsell a
novice and is samewhat reluctant fo dispense Information,
“There's still o lot I've got Lo learn about this business.

“It's a loosae profession, but that's what makes it Inferesl-
Ing. Everyone's got thelr own style, Somebady may not ¢ire
for mine; 1 know ! don'l care for everybody's, DBul that's
where research comes In. You do a little reseacch ond say
‘well, that sounds good. Maybe I'l chanpe i and do it this
way, " sald Speranza while culling thraugh a smakl moun.
tain of parsley.

Though he may nol he a source of definltive Informatlon,
he clearly knows that pasta, tomato souce amid mealbiadls do
not ¢lassie Itallan culsine make,

In- fact, to speak of Nalian cooking s isell o misnomer.
taly’s cuisine, 1ike Lhat of many counlries, 15 o compens
dium of reglonal culinery traditions and dishes, Until th6l
Haly existed as a handiul of squabbling political stales,
whos(;: boundarles shilted about as frequently as battles oc-
cured,

BUT PERNAPS THE MOST declsive laclor in assuring
thal Ttaly had ne homogenous national cuisine Is {ls geogra-
phy. At Its soulkern tp, 1taly’s rocky lerraln reaches inlo
the Mediterrancan, atfording natives of that area endless
vatietics of seafood. On those hillsides Hlourish olive groves,
plrlnd ucing someof the world’s most viscous, rich and golden
oll.

Italy's only major plain les at its center. Here i is heresy
to sit down Lo a meal without homemade pasta topped with
butterdaden sauces. Veal, In I1s finest milk-white forms, is
plentiful and an lallan of this reglon would retch lo sec the
pink slabs of meat purporied Lo be veal sold In most domes-
tie markets,

Indeed, it is Inpredients and thelr [reshness that give Ita.

ly's cooking its definilive stamp rather than {ime consum-
ing techniques and fancy slights-of-hand in the kitchen,

“You golla have access (o ingredients,” said Speranza
emphatically, *1'd like to de business locally, hul there's no
way.' Consequently, Speranza buys his veal in New York,
his proscultio In Minnesola, savsage In New Jersey and
cheeses In Houslon or San Antonlo, As for heehs and spices
that impart that mouth-walerlng aroma to lallan sauces,
he grows his own.

Etaft Proks by | sy Mun &y

Chef Michael Speranza makes Scaloppine gi Vitello al Marsala In his rostaurant kitchen

“A LOT OF OURt customers come in and they know some-
thingg about the food they're eating, Same of them have heen
to conking schaels and ask for my recipes to try at home,
:IDml ‘t' bather asking, Speranza prefers not fo divalge

lem.

“Then some will walk out of the place If they don’l see
spaghelt] and meathalls. Me, 4 Nke pol 1o have o ever
ll:(mk spaghettd and meatballs again. Ryt iVs golten to where

can't.

“People come to a place Jike this because they know
lhcy'l[ fict certain things here thal they won't any place
clse. So you gotla keep giving i to them., There's ennugh
room for variation — wlhere we can try new things to keep

oursclves and the customers inferested.”™

1f you're interested bn Halian cooking, here ore reclpes o
iry:
SCALOPPINE DI VITELLO AL MARSALA
3 tablespoons vegelable oll
" It pound veal scaloppine, very thinly sliced and pounded
n

3/4 cup all-purpose llour

1/21easpoon sall

freshly ground pepper, 5 or 6 (wlsts of theo mill

1/2 cup dry Marsala

3 tablespoons bulter
. Sce |talian, Gd

Article on Michael Speranza of Speranza’s Italian Home Cooking,
“Personal Touch—Now That’s Italian,” Austin American-Statesman, Oct. 12, 1978, G1.
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The 1961 map shows the current one-story building on this site, shown as a private garage, warehouse, and restaurant.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1961, Vol. 1, Sheet 13, accessed via Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4034am.g4034am 208415196101 7sp=18&st=image.
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The 1935 map shows a two-story commercial building and an empty lot at the site of the current building, which was built ca. 1936.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1935, Sheet 13, accessed via Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4034am.g4034am ¢084151935/?sp=18&st=image.
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