LIBRARY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 20220418-5c: Freedom to Read

Date: April 18, 2022
Subject: Protect “Freedom to Read” at Austin Public Library
Motioned By: Commissioner Rosenthal Seconded By: Commissioner Dwyer

Recommendation
Protect “Freedom to Read” at Austin Public Library.

Description of Recommendation to Council
Requesting that the Austin City Council adopt a resolution that supports "Freedom to Read" and
opposes book banning or undue book challenges at the Austin Public Library.

The Library Commission has adopted such a resolution and we offer that as an example.

Rationale:

Background

Across the country and in the state of Texas, libraries are confronting aggressive challenges to
materials in their collections. School libraries have been the primary target of these incidents.!
While public libraries are a lesser target, these challenges are occurring there too.> 3

A list of 850 books, released by Texas State Representative Matt Krause, has fueled much of the
book challenge activity in Texas.* Although public complaints often cite pornography as the
justification for challenge,® most of the challenges revolve around issues of race and racism, sex
education, and LGBTQ topics.®

We believe it is a core mission of the public library to provide quality information from a
diversity of viewpoints, especially on these kinds of topics. We also believe book bans and these
undue challenges are attacks on the open access and free inquiry that are essential to our
democracy.’

The "Freedom to Read" is a constitutional right® that we should act to protect in the event that
such challenges do occur at the Austin Public Library.

Library Commission Action

The Austin Library Commission wants to take steps to ensure public access to library materials
is not hampered by such challenges, should one arise.

At the Jan 24, 2022 regular commission meeting of the Austin Library Commission, APL
Director Roosevelt Weeks presented a Statement on Book Banning and Library Censorship. It

1



states the public has a "right to read" at the APL, and highlights the APL Materials Selection
Policy to develop "responsive collections."’

At the February 24, 2022 regular commission meeting, we received briefings from APL staff on
their Selection'’ and Reconsideration'! Policies.

At the same meeting, the Commission created a "Freedom to Read" working group to "report
back to the Commission with recommendations for action to support public access to diverse
library materials and to resist library censorship efforts."!?

The working group has met and identified four key actions that could help protect the library:
e The Commission should adopt a statement supporting "Freedom to Read."
e The City Council might adopt a statement supporting "Freedom to Read."
e The working group should continue to monitor the situation, to allow for rapid response
to protect our library.
e The working group could make contact with other area entities such as schools, to
coordinate on concerns and possible action.

Statements of support by both the Commission and Council are valuable because they send a
strong message of our community values. They also signal to APL staff that we appreciate their
efforts when confronting these difficult issues, and support the APL policies for handling such
challenges.

Commission Recommendation to Council

The Austin Library commission has adopted a resolution of support for "Freedom to Read" at the
April 18, 2022 regular commission meeting.

We recommend that the Austin City Council also takes action and adopt its own resolution of
support for "Freedom to Read."

If the Council chooses to do so, they may wish to refer to our adopted resolution for suggestions
for their own resolution language.

The working group stands ready to consult with any council offices that have questions or have
interest in advancing some action.
Vote

For: Chair Smith, Vice Chair Infante, Commissioners Dabbert, Dwyer, Infante, Rosenthal, and
Trieu

Against:  none
Abstain:

Absent: Commissioners Aguilar, Frierson, and Marquess
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