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Date: April 21, 2022

To: Sally Gaskin – Officer of SGI Ventures, Inc. - via email to sally@sgiventures.net

To: Megan Lasch  - Officer of O-SDA Industries LLC - via email to megan@o-sda.com

To: Lisa Stephens – Officer Saigebrook Development - via email to lisa@saigebrook.com

(all of the above are collectively referred to as the “Addressees”)



From: Hancock Neighborhood Association



Dear Addressees:

Re:   “Cady Lofts”  - 1004, 1006, 1008, East 39th St, Austin, Travis county, Texas, a large rental project of 100 units of 400 s.f. each on a small parcel -  hereafter called  the “Rental Housing Project”)

Thank you for the presentation made last night by Megan Lasch.  It was interesting and provided new information.   

I just wanted to bring you up to date on a few things concerning the Rental Housing Project proposed for our neighborhood.  

The Hancock Neighborhood Association (“HNA”) has been chartered to preserve the Hancock neighborhood as may be seen by the heading and title of our website at https://www.hancockna.org.

The Zoning Committee of the HNA met last night with one of the developers. After the meeting, it resolved that the President of the HNA should continue to investigate the nature of the proposed project, work with experts as necessary, and work with the City staff, agencies, commissions, and City Council as necessary. Please see attached recommendation.

This recommendation is in addition to the powers that the President of HNA already possesses under Article 10 of the HNA bylaws:

The President shall coordinate all activities of the Association. The President shall be in charge of the program and arrangements for all regular meetings. The President shall preside over Association meetings, appoint members to committees and the CANPAC representatives, establish ad hoc committees, assign duties to officers and members as required, and serve as the official representative for the Association. The President shall be responsible for receiving site plans and other zoning information at any time there is not a chairperson for the Zoning Committee. The President shall be responsible for attending and ensuring that a designate attend all meetings of the Austin Neighborhoods Council or its successor.

The historic character of HNA is well known to all in central Austin.  In fact, in 2018, I wrote to Mr. Sadowsky at the City of Austin as follows:

Dear Mr. Sadowsky,

I am Co-chair of Hancock Neighborhood Local Historic District Committee and
we were excited to hear about the opportunity to apply for this year's
Texas Historical Commission grant program.  The Hancock Neighborhood is the
largest historic, architecturally intact neighborhood in the City of Austin
and we are doing our best to protect it from the ongoing threat of
demolitions and preserve it for future generations.

I've attached our completed letter of intent to this email and look
forward to hearing from you.

Best regards,

Coan Dillahunty
Co-chair, Hancock Local Historic District Committee
Coan.Dillahunty@gmail.com
512-694-4388



Also, the bylaws of the HNA state that the HNA is charged as follows:

[bookmark: bookmark4]Article 4 - Purposes

The Purposes of the Association are:

a) to improve the safety and quality of life in the neighborhood;

b) to address matters of interest to Association members and non-member residents.

c) to strengthen the influence of Association members and non-member residents of the neighborhood upon governmental and other entities in matters of interest to the neighborhood.

It has only recently come to the attention of the HNA that the addressees have submitted numerous documents to the City of Austin, TDHCA, HACA, and AAFC, some of which exceed 250 pages.   We learned recently that unbeknownst to the HNA, Addressees have submitted documents concerning the Housing Project to the City of Austin concerning certain applications as far back as 2020.  This indicates that the Housing Project has been planned for years in advance by Addressees -  who have ample time to assemble documents and prepare presentations and submittals for City of Austin, TDHCA, HACA, and AAFC. 

Additionally, the addressees have had numerous communications with these governmental groups over the last several months, preparing and submitting various documents, letters, and applications.

However, the HNA has only, within the last day become aware of new site plans and proposed zoning options for the Rental Housing Project, that differ in significant measure from earlier proposals, complicating our ability evaluate options and garner feedback from our residents.

The Hancock neighborhood is a quiet historic area that has for years maintained its unique character through SF-3 zoning.  

Because of the foregoing, especially due to the charge of the HNA as per its  Article 4 (mentioned above), the HNA  must uphold its obligations to its Bylaws and to its neighborhood and assure that it has full and adequate information about the request for the zoning change and Houston Project, before it can make a final recommendation.

Therefore, the HNA respectfully formally requests the Addressees provide the HNA with the complete set of all documents that it has submitted to any government agency,  among others.  Specially, the HNA respectfully requests the Addresses  provide the following to HNA as soon as reasonably practicable:

1.  from 2020 to date,  any and all documents concerning the Housing Project submitted to any department of the City of Austin, TDHCA, HACA, and AAFC, including all exhibits and attachments thereto.

2.   from 2020 to date,  any and all emails concerning the Housing Project sent to or received from any department of the City of Austin, TDHCA, HACA, and AAFC, including all exhibits and attachments thereto.

3.   any expert reports concerning traffic flow and pedestrian use of streets or sidewalks on I-35 feeder, Harmon St., 381/2 St., 39th St., 40th St. Wilbert St., Becker St., and Red River.

3.   any site plan relating to the project.

4.   all architectural drawings or blueprints relating to the project, including elevations and interior plans for each floor.

5.   complete environmental Phase 1 or Phase 2 reports

6.   complete title reports for all three lots showing the entire deed history of each lot, including deeds, easements, or deed restrictions

When HNA receives them, it will promptly review.  In the meantime, so that HNA may make fully and adequately informed decisions, HNA is in the process of consulting with its own experts in affordable housing, historical issues, traffic flow, architecture, and engineering and legal.

Inasmuch as Addresses have had planning for this project started as far back as 2020, we are sure that the Addressees agree that HNA now needs a reasonable period of time to review all matters and submit their report and opinion to the Planning and Zoning Commissions and to City Council.  The law entitles the owners in the area and HNA a fair and full notice of relevant information and a fair and full opportunity to assemble its own experts and the full and fair opportunity to be heard - we are sure that the Addressees would agree with that.

Therefore, we would respectfully formally request the Addressees to postpone all set hearings with the Planning and Zoning commission and City Council for at least 90 days from today’s date.  Will you agree to this 90-day postponement of both dates?

In addition, will you agree to provide the above documents to us?  We would greatly appreciate it as it would save time and effort.  Please advise. 

Thank you.

Hancock Neighborhood Association

By its President: Coan Dillahunty

Coan.Dillahunty@  HNA 








 












Minutes of the meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association  (“HNA”) Zoning Committee held April 20, 2022:

The Committee discussed the proposed ‘Cady Lofts” project intended for 1004, 1006, 1008 39th St.,   Austin, Texas  - parcels within the HNA boundaries.  It entertained a presentation from one of the many developers involved, Megan Lasch. It had a question and answer period with members of the HNA and Ms. Lasch.

Wherefore,  it was RESOLVED that inasmuch as the presentation by Ms. Lasch contained three different options (two of which had not been seen by HNA before)  for the proposed project, the Committee advised that  there was a need for the HNA to study more information and conduct further discussions with the development group and then to make a report to the HNA members and to City Staff, the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council,    and it was 

FURTHER  RESOLVED that in order to carry out such further review and necessary actions, the President of the HNA, in accordance with the powers of the President stated in the HNA’s Bylaws,   should carry out further investigations and should discuss matters with relevant experts, the City of Austin, other agencies and neighborhood associations,  prepare and submit reports as needed,  and seek postponements of present hearings with the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council.

Foregoing was approved by HNA Zoning Committee on April 20, 2022
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