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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
JUNE 1,2022
PR-2022-062642; GF-2022-066738
1704 NEWTON STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1941 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story side-gabled house with horizontal siding, shallow eaves, 1:1 windows, enclosed garage, and gable-roofed covered
entryway.

RESEARCH

The house at 1704 Newton Street was built in 1941 for Leora Medearis Byrd. Byrd’s husband Brady worked as a cook at
the Longhorn Waffle Shop. By 1949, Leora Medearis had married Herman Hicks, Sr., a baker. The Hickses had two
children, Ernestelle and Herman, Jr. Herman Hicks, Jr. was one of the first thirteen Black students to integrate into
previously segregated high schools in 1955. Hicks and four other students in the Bouldin area transferred from Anderson
High, Austin’s Black high school, to William B. Travis High. He remained there until his graduation in 1958 and was a
member of the basketball and track teams.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The 2015 Bouldin survey report lists the property as a medium priority and contributing to a potential historic district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance, though it appears to have
Minimal Traditional stylistic influences.

b. Historical association. The property appears to have significant historical associations with Herman Hicks, Jr.,
one of the first Black students to attend William B. Travis High School at the start of Austin’s school
desegregation in 1955.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the demolition application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
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Photos

Demolition permit application, 2022

Occupancy History

City Directory Research, May 2022

1959 Herman Hicks, owner

1957 Herman and Leola Hicks, owners
Baker

1955 Herman and Leola Hicks, owners

1952 Herman and Leora Hicks, owners

Baker, McNamara Bakery
Rear — Georgia Taylor, owner

1949 Leora Hicks, owner
Rear — Georgia Taylor, renter
1947 Brady and Leora M. Byrd, owners
Cook, Longhorn Waffle Shop
1944 Brady and Leora M. Byrd, owners
Cook

1941 Address not listed



Permits

. WATER SERVICE PERMIT ~ =~  N° 16193 4 .
i . Austin, Texas™ - . ~
; Leon Byrd " ‘ 5"05‘%? 7-21-01
Received of . - e ate ...l i
Address ... 1704 Newton .—%/
_Amount .. ‘ Two_and 50/100 :
Plumber ... Smoot

= Date of Connection 7?)/ nﬂ/ i

Water service permit, 1941

CONNG-EQN CHARGE 935/2 : N‘. 17862

APPLICA¥ON FOR 'SEWER CONNECTION.

-

Austin, Téxas.__. 7 i 92/ 19"7//

To the Supermtendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,

. City of Austin, Texas
Siri-

on premises owned by

at L E 3?2!% %a 5

g i Street, -
further dmé}ned as Io 4/. b]ockdé soutlot .o,

rd
LA Do division . plat /-9'5
Sewer tap, 1941

suhdivisi

Herman Hicks : 170% Newton Street
122 3 3B
Newnings & Warner
‘Remodel & Repalir Residence.
77013 7/28/60 1780,00
' U.8. Bldg. Materials Co. -

Apply insulated sidingerepair woodwork where needed
and new screens.

Building permit, 1960
Bradyd lLeons Byrd 1704 Hewton 8t

123 - b 3& U.Pt ofl
Bwisher Addn

Frame Res

2000 @ P24/

Building permit, 1941
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Historical information
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"Memorial Park Deed Included in Transfers: New Peak Realized as 69 Documents for $137,523 are Filed." The Austin
American (1914-1973), Jun 08, 1941. 6

13 Negroes
To Transfer

Iy BILL JOINES

Thirleen Negro sludents will enroll in Auslin’s three white high

schonls for classes beginning Sepl. ¥,

Thursday.

school officials onnounced

The history-making registration of lhe 13 studenis will be conducted
Friday morning at the schools of their choice,

Seven ol the 13 studenls have
applicd for classes at Selphen F.
Austin High School. Five have
applied for Willlam B. Travis High
School; one for MeCallum High,

The 13 who Thursday returned
application blanks for entrance o
the three white schools will “'prab-
ably be all" who will altend the
schaols (his year, according 1o
Anderson High School Principal
W. B. Camphell.

Campbell identified the sludents
wha will Lransfer as: )

Eugene Harold, 210813 Leona
Street: Peggy Jean Alexander,
1131 Paquitn Street; Doris Howard,
2206 East 20th Street; Belly Lynn
Howard, 2206 Enst 20th; Texonna
Davis, 1621 West 12th:; Annie Lu-
cile Baker, 1637 West 12th, and
Dorothy Mae Shelton, 2001 Easl
14th: all to Stephen F, Auslin Kigh
School.

Forrest Faye Williams, 410 Wesl
Johanna Sireel; Mosie Marie Fowl-
or, 8 West Annie: James Cor-
tis Shaw, I3 Wesl Milton; Elmo
Williams, Roule 5_Rox 215 and
Herman Hicks, 1704 Newlnn Street,
all to William B. Travis.

Margie N. Hendricks, 901 Wheat-
ley Avenue, to McCallum High
School.

The Negro students will be in-
eligible for Interscholastic League

1See NEGROES, Page A-2)

sports for one year, the UIL sald
Thursday,

This is true because they have
a choice of schools, a spokesman
for the league told The Austin
Statesman.

This UIL rule was quoted: “In
desegrepated school districts, Arti-
cle B, Section 14 (of the league con-
stitution and rules) shall not
operale lo render pupils ineligible
in a high school to which they
are assigned by the local school
board, provided the pupil has no
other choice of sehools.” -

In Austin Negro studenis have
a cheoice of continuing to attend
Anderson High School or one of
the three white high schoals.

This transfer rule applies equal-

ly to while students transferring

by their own choice,

Campbell said he handed out
“several” application blanks dur-
ing Wednesday's repgisiration of an
all time high of 25,000 studenls for
the city's public schools,

Campbell told a reporter he told
sludents who wanted to transfer
to have the applications signed by
their parents and returned to his
ofiice “"eariy Thursday morning."

Ile said onc olher sludent sp-
plicd for enlrance to McCallum,
but it was later learned she was
qualified only for ninth grade in-
struction. She will be retained at
Anderson High School—the city's
Negro school—until she completes
the ninth grade.

0f the 13 who will allend the
city's [lirst inlegrated public
schoals, only two live wilhin the
boundaries of the Negro high

school. .

Of the 13 who will allend the
city's [lirst integrated publie
schoals, only two live wilhin the
boundaries of the Negro high
schaol.

The other 11 live within the dis-
tricts of the schools they will
allend and did nol choose Lo en-
roll at Anderson.

Campbell said there were aboul
45 or 50" Negro students who
now live within the while school
district bul they chese to transfer
back to Andersen,

Registeation of the 13 Negro slu-
dents thot will take place Friday
was made possible by a recent
Austin  School Board decision to
end racial scgregation in the city's
high schools.

The decision [ollowed a United
States Supreme Courl edict thal
segregation in the nation’s public
schoals is illegal and vielates the
Conslitution,

Joines, Bill. "13 NEGROES ASK TO TRANSFER: 13 NEGROES TO TRANSFER." The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),
Sep 01, 1955. 2.




Fivst roow
Tervy Hray, Lowrln Curele, Elwood Munson, King Feanels, Terry Houghton, Coasch Myoers,
Herman Ficks, Terey Schriber, Jlm Price, Nell Coble, Hilardo Caeln,

"U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2012"; School Name: Travis High School; Year: 1956

(First row, | to r) Doug Davis, Geronimo Estrada, Hilario Garcia, Don Starling, Dan Cervenka, Billy Conner, Rich-
ard Bothmer, Richard Jones, Mills Eaves, and Renny Crockett.

(Second row | to r}lﬂob Chandler, Delbert Hawkins, Gerald Jones, Gary Aguren, Roland Rivera, Coach Allison,
Weldon Stuart, Gibbs Franki, Herman Hicks, Reynolds Bixler, Elwood Munson. and Don Gartman.

"U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2012"; School Name: Travis High School; Year: 1956



Rebels Fall
To St. Ed’s
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The victory could have been * 2w H-m

a1 e 21

.’\llullll. Inten n-i-‘ll-l!tll (1]
Batiling for the ball in Tuesday night's Travis-St, Ed-

ward's busketball game ave Rebel Hermun Iticks (18)
and Tiger Vernon King (12). At left is Travis' Reynolds
Bixler (19). St Ed's won, 7548,

"Rebels Fall to St. Ed's."” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Dec 12, 1956. 24.

Harman Hicks
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TRAVIS
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Bray
(Front row) Dan Cervenka, James Irby, Mr Delbert Davis, Jo;sc_.lnhmon_ and Terry

(2nd row) Tetry Schriber, Johnny Brown, Bobby Craig, Reynolds Bixler, David Sossman, Herman Micks,
and Elwood Munson

"U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2012"; School Name: Travis High School; Year: 1957

TINTEEUIE Ul FATE. EEOGAREN S WINIOT O0ONISOTY, 9FC MMdWE delffibuling fhe goyly wropped Feys which Fhey

, . enchanged god thin contdbuted fe the White Christmas delve far Tood, clathing, end top
Maorcissa Gutierrez Shirley Halm

‘ 4

Sandra Harris Raymond Hawkins

Bill Harrison

Bill Hergotz

N |

g
.

James Harper Sonye Horrell

"U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2012"; School Name: Travis High School; Year: 1958

W-L X ‘\ J’ y

Chorlotte Wit~ D2inde Hill @ Hipolite

Hermon Hicks
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A AR Oor QU | O D ‘S——Et'ﬂﬂ'b‘ll‘f”l! Alstin Mneriean
Hicks was crowned queen at the an-
nual Rosewood bathing revue by Miss at
Cavolvn Larson, last vear's winner,

Ernestelle’s erowning climaxed a busy ond place; Carrie Collins, third place;

Marj Wishimnn

and Mrs. Leora Hicks, will be a senior
Anderson High School next {all.
Other winners were Annie Harris, sec-
Juncteenth at Rasewaood Park. The new

and Ruth Taylor, fourth place. There
17-year-old queen, daughter of Mr. were 20 entrants in the beauly contest.

"4 PAIR OF QUEENS." The Austin American (1914-1973), Jun 21, 1959. 1
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