D3-1

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
JUNE 1,2022
PR-2022-053331; GF-2022-062127
707 W.SLAUGHTER LANE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1971 residence.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story styled Ranch house with symmetrical plan, Classical Revival-style columned porch, and pediments above 6:6
aluminum windows at the main fagade.

RESEARCH

The house at 707 W. Slaughter Lane was built in 1971 for real estate developer Don West, best known for his purchase and
restoration of a significant portion of Gruene, Texas. West served as president of the Austin Area Homebuilders Association
and state director for the National Association of Homebuilders in the 1960s and ‘70s. He chaired Austin’s first
homebuilders’ Energy Conservation Seminar in 1976, and focused on energy-efficient homes in his developments. West, a
personal friend of Congressman Jake Pickle, was politically active and a staunch supporter of property ownership rights and
estate tax reform. !

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance.

b. Historical association. The property appears to be associated with real estate developer Donald West.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.

! “Obituary.” Austin American-Statesman, https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/statesman/name/donald-west-obituary?id=23145055
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Demolition application, 2022
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DON WEST

Colonial Charm Adds
To Allure of Heritage

The *“Colonial Herllage'™ byoven, dishwashor, disposal unit]
Vost & Associates was designed and pantry, and the utility room
by architect Thomas R. Camp-jis just a door away,

bell  and  decorated by Missi Four bedrooms, two Juxurious
largot Ford with [fumnilure|baths and fully carpeted dress:|
rom the Carriage House. ing arca add still more appeal|
Home builders Don West andjio the fully carpeted, air con-
im Fortune have maintained!ditioned home, i
he warmih and charm of Co-| indeed, there's more than a
pnfal siyling by ellective USCiColonial Heritage™ in this fine|
f antique brick, cedar shingleslpome . there's the expert
bnd & long veranda with SiX|planning and detailed finishing,
mposing white pillars. |bx the hame building crafismen,
Inside, @ hand molded e of Wast & Associates. .

over opens lo a 2Bfoot car-
heted, formal living room and;
Hining area. Elaborate, carcful-
v hand-crafied ecabinets punc-
uate the end of the entry fover|
bl divert traffic, left, to the
bedroom wing or, right, to the;
wme's furniiure finished, ash;
pancled Tamily room with red,
batique  brick  fireplace  and.
ruised hearth, The broad fire-/
blace wall holds a recessed tin-!
lerbox and decorative ash fin-
shed mantle . . . a promise of.
un-to-come during long winter
manths, Vauolted, exposed beam:
cilings complete the piclure of
omlort. '
The home's gay  breaklast
poom, with bay-walls, shares ihej
Family room’s view of the farge,;
curved  patio and garden area.|
earby, the kitchen has blend-
ing wond cahinets, formica cab-'

inet tops, builtin Tappan range,.

“Colonial Heritage' by West & Associates

"Colonial Charm Adds to Allure of Heritage." The Austin American (1914-1973), Jul 19, 1964. 1



D3-5

American Colonial

Is Styled by West

The simplicity and elegance fording maximum privacy 1o

of Amoerican Colonial stvling
have been ecaptured mantique ing  sound-creating
brick and pale green siding, in
an unusual twostory design by
home builder Don West,

The Ailed entry foyver opens
directiv into the dining room,
with its high vanlted ceiling.

“the rest of

this family
Sound - i

Setures hui

the home by isolat-
dements in
aclvity area,

nsilating wallboard

sseparates the Iiving - dining
iarea from the kitchen, which

in applinnees by

Bevend the dining room is the Tappan and a convenient breake

Tivii
phace sutrounded

by book- kuehen lead

shelves warms the corner, The

living - dining arvea has been
especially designed to provide a
feeling of spaciousness while al-

Jrape, which
iioned 10

Zame room,

double as

s oo, where o brick fires fae bar. A door from the

g 1o the double -
s fully wir condi-
a M-l

Across the fover from the

living room
suite,

and a large
the front of

in cahinets

consnle sew

drver eonnec
stalled,

walls, a
conditioning

"e carpeted master hedroom
which
wardrabe elosets, a full hath,

is the enlrance fo
inchides 1win
dressing oo, Al

the master suile is

the wardrobe care conter, Tall-

and room for a
ing machine and

iraning haard surroand  the
room, which has washer and

Aioms alrewdy in-

Carpeted stairs Tead from the
entry 1o the baleony overlook-
ing the dining area, OFF the bal-
comy are three laroe hedrooms,
served by oa second full bath.

Fngineerad soumnd-reducing
sound-insulsted

Hr
svstem and Homo-

sote noise-deadening Toor front-

ment are a
ing features
Purade of IT

mong the quiel liv-
of the Don West
omes model.

"American Colonial is Styled by West." The Austin American (1914-1973), Jul 10, 1966. 1

- Models Readied for Parade of Homes Show

Parade of Homes chairman,
Non West, viee president, Austin
Assoclatlon of Home Bullders,
repovts  that  bullders of 14
models in this year's event aro
pulling final touches on thelr
homeos ns furnilure dealors ane
decorntors  toke over.  The
Parade opens next Saturday for
i nine-day showlng.

The 1967 POH theme [s “Bold
New Ideas for Better Living,"
which will be emphasized by
new designs, new  products,
furnishings and «decorating in.
novallons, and special purpese
rooms.

“Our '67 theme Is more than
just & slogan,” West sald, *“We

sexslons 1hat was made up of
matlonally recognlzed now-home
consultants, Austin Jlame
hildors, architeets,  furniure
dealers and decoritors,™

Woest added 1hat thelr chier
difficulty In develaping all lmw|
idens was the eurtent Austing
huilding  boom  and  aitendant|
lahor shorlope, because hath|
problems  had consumed  an!
abnormal amount of each homei
Irudlder*s llme. |

West  defined “special
inlerest" or “special purpose™|
roome as those which are;

selected the theme in January

tesipned, constructed, {umishctlF

interests of o partfienlar family,
These interesls and purposes

and began developing 1t with a, and  decovated to further thelin the POI models wlil hehomemaking cenlers, herticul
serles of brain slorming| educational processes or special

safisfied  with

Lame  roemns,
home-n [ e o

haobhy
music

rooms, lurnl room, erafls and hohbled,

rooms, |physleal fitness, and pre-school-
T 00 S, CF IDOmS, "

"Models Readied for Parade of Homes show." The Austin American (1914-1973), Jul 02, 1967. 1



1967-68 Officers, Directors
Take Office for the AAHB

More than 230 members and
puesls  were  present when
President M. D. Buchanan, Fort
Warth, Texas Assoclntion lTlome
Builders, installed the 1867-68
officers and direclors of the
Austin Assoclation Home
DBuilders al Westwond Country
Cluly, wilth Dan Love, peneral

Officers ond dlreetor:
installed were:

C._W. Hetherly, president;
Don West, first vice president:
Jolin  McPhaul, second  vie
president; John BDrowning
seeretiry; L. ). Burks
ireasurer and  assistan
secTelary.

Drown, W. G. Chrisilonser,
James K, Crozier, Sidney
Darden, Thad Edwards, L, A,
Felder, Harl While, Kerry
Merritt, Waller Ynles and
Willard Connolly, ex afficlo
member.

Mational direclors: Nash
Phillips, Walter Carringlon and
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manager of KUFI Radio-TV, as| Board of dircclors:  Jacl |Nelson Puett. Allernates: Jack
master of ceremonles. Andrewartha, W. C. “Dub’ [Andrewnrtha and W
Maylickd,

State Dirveclors: I C. Carier,
Clyde Copus and C. L. Recves.
Alternates: John BMePhaul, Don
West and Willard Connolly.

Reliclng  president  Connolly
reviewed the past  year's
aclivilies and preserted awards
lo Don Wesl, chairman of
AAID’s 1067 Parade of 1lomes,
anl lo Johnt Browning,
chairman of the Duplex Home
S,

The Presidents Citation, the
organization’s  highest  award,
wis  presented o C. WL
Hetherly,

Entertainment for the evening
was provided by the Reagan
Iligh School Madrigal Singers,
under the direction of James E.
Sheppord, who were recciverdl
with  enthusinsm by  those
present.

"1967-68 Officers, Directors Take Office for the AAHB." The Austin American (1914-1973), Oct 22, 1967. 1

Don West Elected
By Home Builders

Den  West was wnanimously of the board of directors,
elected 1969 president of thei (wher officers clected were
Austin - Associntion  of  1lome
Builders duving  the proup’s
dinner  meeting Tuesday ; . !
night at the Weslwond Country(second vice president; L. A,
Club. Felder, secretary, and L. 1.

John  McePhaul,  first  vice
president; Jdohn Browning,

NAHB life directors are Nash

To take office in OQctober, he
will suceeed €. W. Hetherly who

Burks, treasurer and assistanl
secrelary.,

bm“""“ an ex officio memhcrl Chosen directors were Thad

“Fawards, Sidney Darden, W. C.i
(Duly  Ihown, Kerry Merritl,
Willard  Connolly, Hobert 1L
Nutter, Bob  Bailey, M‘L
Stachely. Wayne Dayton and IZ:l
1.. Reeves wilh letherly as ex'
officio. I
National Association of Jlome|
Builders Life Director is Nn:‘l!!
Phillips. NAHD  directors  are|
Walter Carrington amd  Nelson
Puett with John Browning and!
C. W. letherly as alternates.|
Slate dircetors are  Connolly,|
Clyde Copus, IHeatherly .m(l|
MePhaul.  Alternate stale
directors are Felder, l'dwards.|
John ¥ mter .m(l sid l.u,y;r-r

l'lllernate state direclors.

Phillips and Walter Carrington;’
NANB direclors are Nelson,
Puett and C. L. Reeves; and,
alternate NAIB directors, C. W.
Hetherly and Don West,

State directors are Willard
Connolly, John MCPhaul, C. W.
Hetherly and Don West, with
Jerry Angerman, Joe Gilbreth,
John I“oster, and Baob Nutter as

"Don West Elected by Home Builders." The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Sep 11, 1968. 13.
"AAHB Picks New President." The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Sep 13, 1970.



“Conservation best

energy resource’

“The best energy resource we have, to-
day, is the conservation of energy."”

- This summary statement by Dr. Jerold
W. Jones, UT assoclate professor of archl-
tectural engineering, added emphasis to
the subject which had just been covered in
an eight-hour seminar this weck at the
Hilton Inn,

More than 150 delegates altended the
“Energy Conservation Seminar for New
Home Construction’ which was sponsored
by the Auslin Association of Builders,
Southern Union Gas Co, and City of Austin
Electric Dept,

A dozen speakers, all experts in their
chosen fields, covered all facels of con-
structing homes in ways that would con-
serve energy.

“Qur goal was to discover various ener-
gy saving systems that could ultimately
save fulure home buyers 30 percent, or
more, on ultimately save {uture home
buyers 30 percent, or more, on utility ex-
peF;es." Don West, seminar chairman
said,

I believe we accomplished this goal.
Now, we have to put what we've learned
into practice.” _ '

In genenral, the subjects covered were
how fo conserve enersy through design,
insulation, windows, doors, heating and
air conditioning systems, and other con-
struction techniques.

The reduction of air infiltration was of -

‘major concern and more.than half the day
was spent on this subject alone.

“As buflders, most of us are already us-

_ ing many of the techniques presented, but

the speakers added greatly fo our knowl-
edge and gave us fresh ideas to build
upon,” West said.

Most of the speakers expressed the
opinion that conservation measures would
add to the costs of a new home, but that
many of these costs could be reduced by
improved methods of construction.

‘For example, the added cost of effec-
tively using extra insulation may very
well enable the bullder to use a smaller
bul less expensive air conditioning and:

healing system wilhout sacrificing the -

buyer's comfort,” West said.

. In his wrap up address, Dr. Jones dis-
cussed future energy reguirements and
alternale energy sources, but he stressed
the imperativeness of conserving energy
now,

“You, the buflders, are the front Hne
troops,” Jones sald. It all begins with
yol1." .

Among speclal guests of the session
were Mayor pro-tem Jimmy Snell and
Council member Margret Hofmann,

Also, FHA-VA officials, members of a
variety of city departments, the Goveron-
or's Energy Advisory Council, UT's Cen-
ter for Energy Studies and Texas Public
Utilities Commission.

West said that the association has
scheduled a series of semi-monthly work
sesslons, in evening hours, as a follow up
to the seminar.
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"'Conservation Best Energy Resource'." The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Jun 13, 1976.

Donald Lamar West Donald Lamar West, age 77, passed away peacefully with his family by his side on August 2nd under the wonderful
care of the staff at Christopher House in Austin, Texas. He was born on August 4th, 1932 in Houston, Texas to Herbert Gerald and
Marion Rogers West. On August 23, 1952 Don married Kay Seiders. They met on a Sunday at First English Lutheran Church, and on
Monday he was waiting to meet her outside Austin High. Three months later they were married at St. Pauls Lutheran Church in New
Braunfels, Texas.

Don is preceded by his son Kevin, and is survived by his wife of almost 58 years, Kay West, along with his three children and their
spouses: Robert, wife Cristabell, Stan, wife Vivien, and Donna, husband Chris. Don had seven grandchildren Christopher, Melissa,
LaShell, Krystle, Steven, Aspen, and C.J. as well as four great-grandchildren Alex, Beckett, Katelyn, and Kristopher.

Don developed exceptionally deep roots in Austin, Texas, living there the majority of his life. He was drafted during the Korean War in
1952, shortly after he and Kay were married. Upon his return to Texas, Don began his incredibly long and impactful career in real
estate, beginning to work for Nelson Puett in the late '50s, from there Don shifted his career from real estate sales to homebuilding and
real estate development in the '60s.

Don West's impact on the Austin area is visible through the many subdivisions he developed such as Castlewood Forest and Buckingham
Estates and the achievement of which he was most proud, the re-founding of Gruene in 1973. Don purchased, with business partners,
138 acres near New Braunfels including a substantial amount of the town of Gruene. The purpose was to help rejuvenate the area and
restore the town to its former glory of the late 1800s, he did this by ensuring the restoration of properties such as Guene Hall and
Gruene Mansion, as well as helping to save the water tower. Don took part in the rejuvenation and was very proud of the successful
tourist attraction Gruene has become.

Throughout his homebuilding career, Don was active in politics on the local, state, and national levels. On the local level Don became
president of the Austin Area Homebuilders Association in 1969 and chaired the first Austin homebuilder's Energy Conservation Seminar
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in 1976 (he focused on energy efficient homes, before being GREEN was cool). Don was selected Austin Area Builder of the year in
1981/82. On the state level he helped found "Take Back Texas" which was an organization devoted to protecting property owners' rights.

On the national level he lobbied with friend and Congressman Jake Pickle, chair of House Finance Committee, where he worked to
reform rules affecting federal estate tax laws. For his work on the national level Don achieved Life Director in 1980 and Sr. Life Director
in 1990 of the National Homebuilders Association. In real estate and in his personal life, which were often impossible to separate, Don
demonstrated a passion in everything he did from flying his Cessna off the grass landing strip on Slaughter Lane to his annual trips to
Washington, D.C. to attend the National Homebuilders Association where he was a lifetime board member. This passion will truly be

missed by his family and friends, as well as anyone who knew him.

https.://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/statesman/name/donald-west-obituary?id=23145055

Donald ‘Don’ Lamar West

Ehcrald-zcitur|g.corn-‘-'_\blll.larm';;:a'I|-: e c5c9a3ald-a106-11df-94ed-001cc4c03286 . htmil

August 5, 2010

Donald “Don”™ Lamar West died on Aug. 2, 2010, with his family by his side in Austin. He was
born on Aug. 4, 1932, in Houston, to Herbert Gerald and Marion Rogers West. Don married
Kay Seiders on Aug. 23, 1952, in the Chapel of St. Paul Lutheran Church in New Braunfels.
Don was a member of Bethany Lutheran Church in Austin. Shortly after their marriage Don
was drafted into the military and served his country during the Korean War.

Don was a real estate broker, developer, and home builder. During his career Don was
president of West-Leach Homes. He was a dedicated homebuilder, entrepreneur, and
visionary who had a passion to build energy-efficient homes. He was the president of the
Austin Association of Home Builders in 1969 and chaired the first Energy Conservation
Seminar in 1976. Don was honored as Builder of the Year for 1981-82 in Austin, and he was
inducted into NAHB's Hall of Honor in 1991, and during his lifetime was recognized for his
dedication to the industry.

In 1976 he worked with Congressman Jake Pickle to reform the federal estate tax law rules.

After driving over the Gruene bridge in 1973, Don West and his partner Dick Rathegeber
discovered what was then literally a ghost town. The men immediately realized its unique
potential and purchased 138 acres from the Gruene family estate. Included in the purchase
were several buildings including its cotton gin, gristmill and water tower, the two-story
Othmar Gruene home and the now-famed Gruene dance hall. Today Gruene is listed in the
National Register of Historical Places. Because Don wanted to preserve the historic buildings,
the partnership of Don West, Don Leach, and Dick Rathgeber sold some of the properties to
entrepreneurs such as Pat Molak. Don subsequently developed, with Don Leach, the
residential subdivision of Cypress Rapids, adjacent to the historic town of Gruene and the
Guadalupe River. He also developed Gruene Courtyard with son Robert, Robert West
Builder. In real estate and in his personal life, which were often impossible to separate, Don
demonstrated a passion in everything he did from flying his Cessna off the grass landing strip
on Slaughter Lane to his annual trips to Washington, D.C. to attend the national
Homebuilders Association. This passion as well as his desire to help mentor others will be
missed by his family and friends who knew him.

https.//herald-zeitung.com/obituaries/article c5c9a3a8-al06-11df-94ed-001cc4c03286.html
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