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FYI- Letter sent regarding the Tofie Balagia House

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2022-0071 
HLC DATE: February 28, 2022; March 28, 2022; May 4, 2022; June 1, 2022 
PC DATE: June 28, 2022
CC DATE: July 28, 2022 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1403 E. Cesar Chavez St. 
APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission (owner-opposed) 
HISTORIC NAME: Tofie and Bertha Balagia House
WATERSHED: Urban—Lady Bird Lake 
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN: East Cesar Chavez 
ZONING CHANGE: CS-MU-CO

Dear Council Member Pool,

I was recently informed that the Tofie Balagia house is being proposed for a zoning change. Tofie Balagia
was my great-uncle.

I urge the Council to consider placing a plaque on site at 1403 E. Cesar Chavez St.  to commemorate the
Tofie Balagia family. The Balagia family made significant contributions to the Austin community. I’m
providing our family history below to highlight the deep and rich history of the Balagia family in Austin. 

Balagia Family Background

Saba and Mary Belagia were immigrants from Lebanon; they established their first home on the corner of
East 2nd and Lavaca Streets where they lived with their sons, George, Joe, Tofie, Mike, Pete, and Charles.
After an Austin flood in 1900, the Balagias were forced to find new lodging and soon moved to 200 East
5th Street, where daughters Zula and Margaret were born. They lived there until they moved to their final
home at 508 East 7th street.

By the time of the 1900 flood, Saba was no longer peddling door to door, but was selling groceries, fruit,
and confections at 411 E. 6th. The 1903 Austin Directory only shows a George “Belagie” as a candy peddler
at 510 East 5th, but by 1906, the Austin directory listed three Balagia business establishments: Saba with a
fruit stand at 211 E. 5th, son George in the fruit business at 812 Congress, and son Tofie, who was barely 17
years old, selling cigars and fruit at 807 Congress. By 1910, Saba had opened a confectionary store at 419
E. 6th, and Joe, George, Tofie, and Mike are listed in the 1910-11 directory as working in Saba’s store. The
HemisFair history describes the confectionary and ice cream parlor as “the first specialty store of this type
in Austin” where “candies and ice creams were manufactured for sale from raw ingredients.” Whether it
was the first or not, a number of Austin’s Lebanese merchants operated confectionaries in the city. 

After Saba’s death, the confectionary store became known as “Balagia Brothers” and presumably was run
by Saba’s oldest son George, with Mike and Charles and perhaps Tofie participating, although by
November 1913, Tofie was advertising his own cigar store at 407 East 6th. By 1917, the brothers were in
the grocery business, probably separately and operating under different names,including Balagia Grocery
and an early iteration of the Balagia Produce Company, which was advertising in the Austin American to
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