
 

  
  Bridge (Southside of property)                                          Bench (South of primary residence)      

Historic Preservation Office, 2022                   

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2022 

1959 C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners 
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building 

1957 C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners 
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building 

1955 C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners 
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building 

1952 C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners 
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building 

1949 C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners 
Lawyer 709 Littlefield building 

1947 Address not listed 

 

  



 

Aerials 

 
1940 Aerial 

 
1977 Aerial 



 

 
1977 Aerial 

 

Permits 

 
Water service permit, 1951 



 

 
Building permit, 1949 

 
Fehr & Granger Stamp 



 

 
Fehr & Granger remodel plans, date. 



 

 
Fehr & Granger remodel plans. 



 

 
Fehr & Granger remodel plans. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 



 



 

 
Timeline of Raymond Delisle family  



 

       



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

  

 



 



 

 

 
The Corpus Christi Caller Times: Sunday August 20, 1944. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Ila Falvey 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:22 AM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: Case number: GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Attn: Amber Allen 
Thank you for your research on the property.  In addition to the attributes that you mentioned, this building contributes 
to the neighborhood of rock houses that are common in the area and represent an era of Austin's past. This 
neighborhood's importance was emphasized as it and several of the rock houses were  included on Preservation Austin's 
Home Tour in 2010.  
 
I strongly oppose destroying an historic house, the long two story rock house with the whimsical carved keystones, and 
the bridges and paths that meander through the property.  This property is a treasure and should be respected for its 
beauty not destroyed to maximize wealth. 
 
Ila Falvey 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 





Laura Des Enfants 3706 Stevenson Avenue Austin TX 78703

During this period of rapid growth Austin needs to be vigilant and preserve its architectural history

or risk losing both its character and history.

x

5.2.2022
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Allen, Amber

From: Meredith Dreiss 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 2:07 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: case # GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Case # GF 22‐047398‐2002 Scenic Dr  
 
Dear Amber Allen, 
 

I am writing in hopes that a hold can be put on demolition plans for 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin, TX 78703 until further 
research can be completed by the city’s historic preservation department. I currently live down the street from 2002 
Scenic Dr at 3002 Scenic, but before moving I lived across the street from 2002 Scenic at 3805 Stevenson Avenue for 29 
years.  I’ve been inside 2002 on a number of occasions during the years that Whit and Allison Hanks rented the house 
from owners C.H. and Mildred Slator. 

2002 Scenic is extremely unique with whimsical nooks and crannies, spectacular stone fireplaces and a stone façade that 
seems more “rustic stone vernacular” than Spanish Colonial revival. What’s more important to think about is its 
contextual setting:  Where Stevenson Avenue dead ends into Scenic Drive right at the cliff overlooking Lake Austin, there 
are 7‐8 adjacent stone house built in the 1930s and early 40s that are similar and may have been designed by the same 
architect.  For example, I know the fireplaces at both 2002 Scenic and 3805 Stevenson (across the street) were probably 
built by the same stone mason, both are highly unusual and quirky with similar elements.  

 I believe this grouping of houses could be considered an historic district and should be assessed accordingly.  Having 
walked Scenic Drive for 43 years I’ve also noticed traces of archaeological chert‐working where Scenic and Stevenson 
streets meet.  I know this kind of evidence does not necessarily halt demolition permits, but just wanted to mention it. 
I’ve read that the earliest city records date to 1946 when the architectural firm of Fehr and Granger were hired by the 
Slators for renovations.  I’ve had trouble finding out who the original architect was and what the house may have looked 
like before renovations, but tax records indicated construction date may be 1930. Arthur Fehr worked for architect 
Harvey P. Smith of San Antonio during this time.  Smith was renowned for mission and restoration work and some of 
Smith’s Spanish Colonial style architecture is reminiscent of 2002 Scenic and also next door at 2008 Scenic (built in 1935) 
as well as across the street at 2005 Scenic (built in 1930). I’m not saying Smith was the architect, but I am guessing that 
he may have been, and perhaps it’s the reason Fehr and Granger were hired 16 years later to work on the house 
renovations. 

Before Arthur Fehr partnered with Charles Granger Jr. in the mid 1940s becoming famous in Austin for their mid‐century 
modern churches, schools, and residences, Fehr work for the National Park Service as architect and furniture maker on a 
number of 1930 CCC buildings including Indian Lodge in Ft, Davis and Bastrop State Park that focused on using locally 
sourced materials.  His notoriety alone should warrant careful consideration before any demolition permit is 
granted.  There is no doubt in my mind that losing the house at 2002 Scenic Drive would be a huge loss to the 
neighborhood and to Austin. It is simply irreplaceable. 

Meredith Dreiss 
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CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 





 2 May 2022 

 
To: Amber Allen, Historic Preservation Office, City of Austin 
Re: Demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive (GF22-047398) 

 

Dear Ms. Allen 

As a former resident across the street from 2002 Scenic Drive, I would like to write a letter 
protesting its proposed demolition. While the building complex has fallen into disrepair in recent 
years, it is a unique surviving element of a small 1930s neighborhood anchored around what is today 
the corner of Scenic and Stevenson. While some of the early buildings are now gone or heavily 
remodeled, portions still remain of this once vibrant little block of dwellings. Built mostly in a rustic, 
limestone-based style, those remains are quite distinctive from the more recent contemporary 
styles being erected around it. The houses of that early era in West Austin had a warm, charming 
and almost magical feel to them, in direct contrast to the harder lines of the newer surrounding 
structures, and they bring a feeling to the little neighborhood that will be lost when 2002 Scenic 
and its still surviving early twentieth century neighbors are removed. 

I understand that 2002 Scenic was remodeled by Fehr and Granger in the late 1940s, a fact that 
supports its importance, and the need for preservation. Undertaken by two well-known veterans of 
Depression-era National Park Service construction, the 2002 Scenic remodel incorporates elements 
of Fehr’s earlier work at Bastrop State Park and seems to represent a stage in the transition of his 
own career from a more historical beaux arts/eclectic style to his later mid-century modern 
designs. Born in Austin, Fehr was important in introducing the mid-century modern design into 
Texas, and aspects of his historical oeuvre of structures should be considered important for 
protection in our rapidly changing world. 

I am an archaeologist with considerable experience in the historical era and some knowledge of 
historic structures. Though retired, I am still a research fellow at UT Austin.  I have worked with 
the documentation and preservation of early buildings in Austin for decades and have sadly seen so 
many fine examples of past architectural styles demolished. We are too rapidly losing the anchor of 
our historic, architectural past, and it would be sad to see these once elegant structures removed. I 
am strongly in favor of refusing the demolition permit and seeking preservation partners to protect 
these impressive buildings. Thank you for your consideration in the matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
David O. Brown, Ph.D. 
Associate, Archeoproductions, Inc. 



 2 May 2022 

 
To: Amber Allen, Historic Preservation Office, City of Austin 
Re: Demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive (GF22-047398) 

 

Dear Ms. Allen 

As a former resident across the street from 2002 Scenic Drive, I would like to write a letter 
protesting its proposed demolition. While the building complex has fallen into disrepair in recent 
years, it is a unique surviving element of a small 1930s neighborhood anchored around what is today 
the corner of Scenic and Stevenson. While some of the early buildings are now gone or heavily 
remodeled, portions still remain of this once vibrant little block of dwellings. Built mostly in a rustic, 
limestone-based style, those remains are quite distinctive from the more recent contemporary 
styles being erected around it. The houses of that early era in West Austin had a warm, charming 
and almost magical feel to them, in direct contrast to the harder lines of the newer surrounding 
structures, and they bring a feeling to the little neighborhood that will be lost when 2002 Scenic 
and its still surviving early twentieth century neighbors are removed. 

I understand that 2002 Scenic was remodeled by Fehr and Granger in the late 1940s, a fact that 
supports its importance, and the need for preservation. Undertaken by two well-known veterans of 
Depression-era National Park Service construction, the 2002 Scenic remodel incorporates elements 
of Fehr’s earlier work at Bastrop State Park and seems to represent a stage in the transition of his 
own career from a more historical beaux arts/eclectic style to his later mid-century modern 
designs. Born in Austin, Fehr was important in introducing the mid-century modern design into 
Texas, and aspects of his historical oeuvre of structures should be considered important for 
protection in our rapidly changing world. 

I am an archaeologist with considerable experience in the historical era and some knowledge of 
historic structures. Though retired, I am still a research fellow at UT Austin.  I have worked with 
the documentation and preservation of early buildings in Austin for decades and have sadly seen so 
many fine examples of past architectural styles demolished. We are too rapidly losing the anchor of 
our historic, architectural past, and it would be sad to see these once elegant structures removed. I 
am strongly in favor of refusing the demolition permit and seeking preservation partners to protect 
these impressive buildings. Thank you for your consideration in the matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
David O. Brown, Ph.D. 
Associate, Archeoproductions, Inc. 
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Allen, Amber

From: t wise 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 5:07 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: 2002 Scenic

*** External Email ‐ Exercise Caution *** 
 
Dear Ms Allen, 
Thank you for your work in assessing the historical/architectural significance of this beautiful property. Please count me, 
neighbor since 1989, as one who strongly supports saving the home. 
Sincerely, 
Tracy Wise 
CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when clicking links 
or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to 
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 





Phil Gilbert 
3805 Stevenson Ave. 
Austin, Texas 78703 

May 3, 2022 

City of Austin 
Residential Permitting 

Re: Objection to Complete Demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin, Texas 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am opposed to the complete demolition of the house at 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin. 

I live across the street and while a complete demo and new build would no doubt be 
quicker, it is worth the time and effort to see that the essence of the beautiful, 
important structure(s) be built upon, not completely torn down. 

Austin offers a lot to the imagination. It’s that mythology, if you will, that is fueling our 
growth; it’s enticing hundreds of thousands to become new Austinites. That’s good. 
Bob Dylan wrote: “He not busy being born is busy dying.” Austin is constantly being 
born — from the 70’s “outlaws” that turned us into “the live music capital of the world” 
through to the 21st century technologists we are home to today. 

Change is good. But we must direct that change into something that is authentic. 
Something of Austin, not just in Austin. Change for change sake is childish… and 
change for convenience sake is even worse: it threatens the essence of the Austin ethic 
that is the wellspring for each renewal.  

The house at 2002 Scenic Drive is a great example of that weird, wonderful Austin 
ethic. It may be one of only a handful of remaining properties with this aesthetic. In 
fact, Scenic Drive itself is an Austin icon… and on Scenic there's only one other house 
that achieves the result of the house at 2002 Scenic — and it’s The Rock House, right 
next door. (It also has a colorful history… no doubt when Robert Redford was coming 
to play at his grandparents’ Rock House in those 1950’s summers he played with 
friends next door!) 

 of 1 2



I won’t speak much about the specific architectural and design elements that can never 
be recreated except to say: why would we destroy these last of a kind works when 
there is no need? The exterior easily displays its uniqueness. But inside is where the 
magic truly happens. There are literally dozens of one-of-a-kind design elements that 
would be destroyed forever, if we allowed a total demolition. If you question their 
value, then go to the property to see them yourself! 

While we want growth, we surely don’t want indiscriminate and undifferentiated 
mansions that inspire nothing more than calculations of price per square foot and “oh 
my gosh what a view.” 

If you buy a property with this beauty, history and landmark location I would hope you 
pay homage to it, restoring and renovating it into a modern expression of itself. I hope 
the house at 2002 Scenic is restored and renovated into a new architectural 
masterpiece that will inspire citizens 100 years from today to fight for it, as we fight for 
this 100 year old masterpiece.  

I strongly urge the City to reject the complete demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive. I also 
urge the City to approve any limited demolition only with simultaneous approval of 
the new home to be built, so that the essence of the property can be assured, prior to 
the demo of the old one.  

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Phil Gilbert 

cc: Mayor Pro-Tem Alison Alter

 of 2 2
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Allen, Amber

From: Ben Noelke 
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 3:13 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: Case number: GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email ‐ Exercise Caution *** 
 
We oppose the demolition.   It would be a real shame to lose it.    Please at least consider saving the structure to the 
north (non main house). 
 
Ben Noelke 
2107 Scenic Drive 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when clicking links 
or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to 
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: birgit birgite.com 
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 4:03 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Cc: birgit birgite.com
Subject: Case number: GF 22-047389 (2002 Scenic Drive)

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Preservation Team ‐   
 
A neighbor from my previous neighborhood of Matthews and Stevenson alerted me to the request to demolish 2002 
Scenic.  This property was the location for several neighborhood Holiday parties when the property was rented to Whit 
and Allison Hanks.  Whit was friends with one of the Slator's and was able to rent it.  What a historic location for 
neighborhood events!!   
 
It was at this location in 1997 or so that I had a conversation with Tito Beveridge about his plans for the future. He said 
"I"m starting a vodka company."  My response "Good luck with that!"  The rest is history.   
 
The wonderful Scottie Stevenson was in attendance at these Holiday parties.  Dressed to the nines and every bit the 
former First Lady of Texas, Mrs. Stevenson was a delight to talk to and learn about her fascinating life. We'd all walk the 
one block to our houses together after the party concluded.   
 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin‐tx/edith‐stevenson‐8213422  
 
My son, who is a stone carver, woodworker and artist commented that many of the staircases on the property are 
carved into the rocks cascading down the hill.  Very unusual to see that quality of workmanship these days.    
 
The entire property, with the triangular pool, changing rooms, greenhouse, stone bridge, pathways and numerous stone 
buildings, is a community treasure.  Please do not grant the demolition permit.  The property should be restored and 
preserved.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.   
 
 
 
Birgit Enstrom 

 
 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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kate.kyle
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When you buy a historic property, the intent it to keep it a historic property. The owner should be held to the same standards we all abide to in this neighborhood around integrity and character of the property and respect the codes - they are there for a reason including historic, impervious cover, setbacks etc... I remodeled in 2020 and followed all the proper channels and land codes, no reason this house should be an exception.  In fact, it can be a shining example of how to work with the land codes, keep the historic value and beauty.  I'm fine if they would like to remodel but respectfully request they work with the character of the structure and preserve what makes the house and neighborhood unique.  Thanks in advance.  Kate Kyle 512.476.7987 (mobile)
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Allen, Amber

From: noreply@coadigital.onbehalfof.austintexas.gov on behalf of City of Austin 
<noreply@coadigital.onbehalfof.austintexas.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 12:22 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: GF22-047398-2002ScenicDr.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

This message is from Alison Hanks. [   ] 

To: AMBER ALLEN 
Attn: Amber Allen 
Re: 2002 Scenic Dr. 
Case GF22‐047398‐2002ScenicDr. 
 
Greetings. I'm Alison Hanks and I lived at 2002 Scenic from 1996‐2004. Debbie Slator Gillan, landlady, grew up there and 
told me many things about the house. I also conducted oral histories with the owners of the other 'rock houses' in the 
area. C.H. and Mildred Slator bought the house in 1947. It remained in the Slator family until sold last year. 
 
The house was built by Raymond Maurice Delisle in the 1920s. (Wife‐Ammon McGaughey Delisle.) His artistry can be 
seen in exterior and interior carvings of animals, clowns, shamrocks, elephant, box of matches and cigar, nude woman, 
and a mural covering all the walls of the upstairs bathroom with a nude woman reclining on a beach. Weigl interior gates 
in the living rom are worthy of a 1920s black and white movie. 
Entry was from the lake, the only way to reach the house as 'River Avenue' as Scenic Dr. was than called, was a dirt path. 
The metal spider web, with spider, sprawling across the exterior of the front entry window is the reward for climbing the 
zillion steps from the dock to the 'front door'. 
Stones used in the building were leftovers from the dam collapse, or from the quarry near what is now Cherry and 
Rockmoor. The architecture of the house uses many styles . Something that I think gives it a delightfully quirky quality. I 
don't know of another house in Austin with the same structural enchantment.  
 
On to the surrounding area which contributes to the cultural/historical associations. 2002 Scenic has the house, side 
building, glasshouse, (where Debbie's mother grew prize roses), pool with dressing cabanas, terraced gardens, stone 
bridge leading to the gardners' cottage‐ 2000 Scenic. An entire estate, relatively untouched for 100 years. 
Other rock houses were occupied by UT art professors, (1st UT art classroom was at 2105 Scenic), executive editor of 
newspaper lived at 2005 Scenic, ( built by Raymond Delisle), Commodore Edgar Perry built home at 3810 Kennelwood 
for Edgar, Jr. and Julie Matthews Perry. Kennelwood Clubhouse, for those of you who may remember Kennelwood Boat 
Docks, was at the southern end of Scenic where it intersects with Kennelwood.  
'Tot' Hart, built the house at 2008 Scenic. His grandson, Robert Redford, spent 13 summers as a boy visiting his 
grandfather, Mr. Redford kindly sent me a personal letter describing his time in Austin. Later on this home was divided 
up and rented out to a continual stream of 'frat boys'. I know because several grown men, when guests at a party being 
held at 2002 Scenic, told me that they 'Really used to have some good parties there." Frank Erwin was a renter there. 
The small house within the walls of 2008 Scenic is an original 'fish hut', ‐ one of the many which populated the 'fish 
camp', then way, way outside of Austin where the fishin' was good and the people scarce. Owner is currently Sandra 
Smith. 
 
2002 Scenic Dr. is worth saving for another 100 years. 
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Thank you very much, 
Alison Hanks 
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Allen, Amber

From: Adam T. Blanton < >
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 12:36 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: Case number: GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Amber,  
 
I'd like to express some concern over the demo of 2002 Scenic drive. It's hard to 
imagine a complete demo of all structures on the property as there are so many unique 
features in the structure, the history and the style of this space.  
 
I don't want to impede the new owner's plans but would like to encourage them to 
please consider keeping some or part of the history and of the structure that stands 
today with their plans for the lot.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
-Adam Blanton 
3801 Stevenson Ave 
 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Laney Bevill 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 2:53 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: Case number: GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Case number: GF22‐047398‐2002 Scenic Dr 
 
I oppose !  thank you ! 

 

 
‐‐  

"Fear does not prevent death.  It prevents life"  Naguib Mahfouz 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Harper Ray 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 2:56 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: Case number: GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email ‐ Exercise Caution *** 
 
I oppose demolition.  So much a part of neighborhood.  At least save structure to north. 
 
Harper Ray 
2107 Scenic dr 
Sent from my iPhone 
CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when clicking links 
or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to 
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 



May 26, 2022

Terri Myers, Chair
City of Austin
Historic Landmark Commission

Re: 2002 Scenic Drive

Dear Ms. Myers,

Preservation Austin exists to empower Austinites to shape a more inclusive, resilient, and meaningful
community culture through preservation. We love a good building, and write today to express our
concern over the possible demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive (PR-2002-032448), a property that we believe
is eligible for historic designation.

Following the May HLC meeting during which this case was postponed, Preservation Austin conducted
additional research into the history of the site beyond what was included in the case backup materials.
Based on the backup materials and our additional research, Preservation Austin believes that the
property meets the criteria for significance under Architecture and Historical Association. However, we
also believe that additional research is needed and ask that HPO staff be given more time to research the
complete history of this property so that the best preservation outcome may be achieved.

The property on Scenic Drive retains integrity as defined by the National Register of Historic Places and
clearly conveys historical significance. Its wholly unique design and landscape tell a distinct Austin story
that we are just beginning to understand, and we echo neighbors’ extreme dismay that this rare
architectural treasure might be razed. Preservation Austin believes the properties meet the following
criteria for preservation under Austin’s current development code:

Architecture:

The primary building at 2002 Scenic Drive is a two-story Spanish eclectic residence with Modern and
eclectic additions constructed during the historic period. Fenestration includes multi-light wood
casement windows irregularly placed throughout. A cylindrical turret with a crenelated parapet and
arched windows flanks an open masonry porch that leads to an expansive designed landscape. Both the
exterior and interior feature elaborately carved keystones with human and animal motifs. The landscape
features tinted concrete elements including a footbridge and a bench.

Based on our research, we determined that 2002 Scenic Drive (formerly 2002 River Road) was built in
1923. Its architect is yet unclear; however, we know that the home was built by Raymond Delisle, who
was the builder of several homes along Lake Austin around this time. Delisle was a businessman involved
in many endeavors, including the Urnite Manufacturing Company, where he held the position of director.



2002 Scenic Drive’s architecture is extremely similar to that of the smaller cottage at 2005 Scenic Drive,
which features stonework and a mantle bearing the face of a Viking, warranting additional research into
this fanciful complex along Lake Austin. The property also resembles other stone homes at 2008, 2102,
and 2105 Scenic Drive, clearly reflecting a development pattern in this area.

Urnite Company was established as early as 1927. An ad for the company in 1929 stated that they
manufactured “permanent rustic features made to order,” including fountains, birdbaths, benches, and
other fixed and moveable objects similar to those seen in the landscape at 2002 Scenic Drive. A 1929
newspaper article in the Austin American describes the Urnite Company employing a “special Spanish
process” to create a faux-wood effect out of tinted concrete that its staff learned from Mexican artisans.
This technique is almost certainly that of faux bois or trabajo rústico. Faux bois (French for “false wood”)
is a technique in which concrete structures resemble rustic wood or pieces of fallen or decaying trees.
The material thus gives the impression of being malleable and organic in form.

In Austin, the most prominent example of faux bois is the Briones House on E. 7th Street, colloquially
known as Casa de Sueños. It was designed and built by Mexican artisan and builder   Genaro P. Briones
and completed in 1947. Briones worked with Mexican-born builder Dionicio Rodriguez, known for his
masterful designs and artistic techniques. He was best known for his expertise in concrete faux bois, a
style he learned while in Mexico. Rodriguez most frequently used the faux bois technique in footbridges,
benches, and shelters. The influence of his work is quite evident in Briones’ home, particularly the
outdoor furniture Genaro constructed for his own terrace and grotto. This method of applying tinted and
sculpted stucco to reinforced concrete was not common in Texas, which makes Rodriguez’s and Briones’
constructions all the more unique.

In addition to describing the Urnite Company’s work in manufacturing objects made of tinted concrete,
and referencing Rodriguez’ work in San Antonio’s Brackenridge Park, the 1929 Austin American article
mentioned that the Urnite Company was conducting work on the Delisle House that would create a
“woodland scene” once completed. While further investigation is needed to determine the exact
relationship between this work and the current conditions at 2002 Scenic Drive, the documentation
suggests that the property is likely home to the earliest known example of the faux bois technique in
Austin, predating the Briones House by nearly twenty years.

Historical Association:

Based on our initial research, Raymond Delisle appears to have been a prominent businessman involved
in many ventures. As previously mentioned, he built several houses around Lake Austin and owned an
optical business that was operational as early as 1921. He and his wife, Ammon, were socially active and
their home on Lake Austin is referenced in newspapers as the “Delisle place” by the late 1920s. He
continued to pursue real estate endeavors around Austin into the 1940s and was a member of the
Chamber of Commerce and the Lions Club. He passed away in 1953. Additional research is needed into
Raymond Delisle and the Urnite Company to determine if its association is significant.

As the backup report identifies, the property also appears to have significant historical associations with
longtime residents CH and Mildred Slator, who purchased the property in 1946. Slator was a prominent
local attorney and co-owner of the Tavern circa 1953 and came from a prominent Llano family. The home
stayed in the Slator family until 2021. The property is also significant for its association with Fehr &
Granger. Established in 1946, Fehr & Granger was one of the first and possibly most influential
mid-century modern architectural firms in Austin. They designed a c. 1946-47 addition to the house.



The residence at 2002 Scenic Drive clearly displays a high degree of historic significance worthy of
historic designation; however, the story of its association with Raymond Delisle, the Urnite Company,
and its application of the faux bois technique merits further investigation. We urge the Historic
Landmark Commission to allow staff additional time to conduct this research with the ultimate
recommendation of individual landmark designation for the property.

Thank you for your service to our community

Linda Y. Jackson, President



2002 Scenic Drive

case # PR-2022-032448 

2002 Scenic Drive 
The original house (not the 1940s renovation portion) is a stone structure with many wonderful stone carvings. 


The construction and stone carvings are similar (but much more elaborate) than the other remaining stone “fishing cabins” built at the same period.

The photos below show some of this beautiful work on the exterior of the home.



2002 Scenic Drive

case # PR-2022-032448 

2002 Scenic Drive 
Photos of some of the stone work in the interior of the home.


Carvings are placed randomly throughout the stone portions of the home.



2002 Scenic Drive

case # PR-2022-032448 

2002 Scenic Drive 
Photos of some of the stone work in the auxiliary building.




Phil Gilbert 
3805 Stevenson Ave. 
Austin, Texas 78703 

May 3, 2022 

City of Austin 
Residential Permitting 

Re: Objection to Complete Demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin, Texas 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am opposed to the complete demolition of the house at 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin. 

I live across the street and while a complete demo and new build would no doubt be 
quicker, it is worth the time and effort to see that the essence of the beautiful, 
important structure(s) be built upon, not completely torn down. 

Austin offers a lot to the imagination. It’s that mythology, if you will, that is fueling our 
growth; it’s enticing hundreds of thousands to become new Austinites. That’s good. 
Bob Dylan wrote: “He not busy being born is busy dying.” Austin is constantly being 
born — from the 70’s “outlaws” that turned us into “the live music capital of the world” 
through to the 21st century technologists we are home to today. 

Change is good. But we must direct that change into something that is authentic. 
Something of Austin, not just in Austin. Change for change sake is childish… and 
change for convenience sake is even worse: it threatens the essence of the Austin ethic 
that is the wellspring for each renewal.  

The house at 2002 Scenic Drive is a great example of that weird, wonderful Austin 
ethic. It may be one of only a handful of remaining properties with this aesthetic. In 
fact, Scenic Drive itself is an Austin icon… and on Scenic there's only one other house 
that achieves the result of the house at 2002 Scenic — and it’s The Rock House, right 
next door. (It also has a colorful history… no doubt when Robert Redford was coming 
to play at his grandparents’ Rock House in those 1950’s summers he played with 
friends next door!) 

 of 1 2



I won’t speak much about the specific architectural and design elements that can never 
be recreated except to say: why would we destroy these last of a kind works when 
there is no need? The exterior easily displays its uniqueness. But inside is where the 
magic truly happens. There are literally dozens of one-of-a-kind design elements that 
would be destroyed forever, if we allowed a total demolition. If you question their 
value, then go to the property to see them yourself! 

While we want growth, we surely don’t want indiscriminate and undifferentiated 
mansions that inspire nothing more than calculations of price per square foot and “oh 
my gosh what a view.” 

If you buy a property with this beauty, history and landmark location I would hope you 
pay homage to it, restoring and renovating it into a modern expression of itself. I hope 
the house at 2002 Scenic is restored and renovated into a new architectural 
masterpiece that will inspire citizens 100 years from today to fight for it, as we fight for 
this 100 year old masterpiece.  

I strongly urge the City to reject the complete demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive. I also 
urge the City to approve any limited demolition only with simultaneous approval of 
the new home to be built, so that the essence of the property can be assured, prior to 
the demo of the old one.  

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Phil Gilbert 

cc: Mayor Pro-Tem Alison Alter
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Allen, Amber

From: Collins, Kimberly
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:01 PM
To: Allen, Amber
Subject: FW: C14H-2002-0099

 
 
 
Kimberly B. Collins 
Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office Department of Housing and Planning 
512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public 
Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published online. Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información 
enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden publicarse 
en línea por la internet 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: TWT   
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 12:43 PM 
To: Collins, Kimberly <Kimberly.Collins@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: C14H‐2002‐0099 
 
*** External Email ‐ Exercise Caution *** 
 
Dear Kimberly, 
My husband and I mailed the forms stating our support of rezoning 2002 Scenic. However, in case the mail doesn’t arrive 
by the deadline, we would like to state it here also. 
Thank you, 
Tracy and Jay Thomas 
CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when clicking links 
or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to 
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Collins, Kimberly
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:03 PM
To: Allen, Amber
Subject: FW: Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099)

 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  

PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm  
Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Collins, Kimberly  
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 11:13 AM 
To: Rivera, Andrew <Andrew.Rivera@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099) 
 

 
On Thu, Aug 4, 2022 at 8:54 AM gari wier  wrote: 

Use your power to leave 2022 scenic drive at its original place… it’s what makes my city of 68 years a 
desirable place.  
It is admired greatly and once it’s gone history will be demolished. 
Sincerely  
GARi WIER 
 

Sent from my iPhone 
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licious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Collins, Kimberly
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:04 PM
To: Allen, Amber
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive

 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  

PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm  
Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Collins, Kimberly  
Sent: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 4:17 PM 
To: Rivera, Andrew <Andrew.Rivera@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive 
 
 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  
PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm    
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Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Steve Luning    
Sent: Tuesday, August 2, 2022 6:27 PM 
To: Collins, Kimberly <Kimberly.Collins@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: 2002 Scenic Drive 
 

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Dear Ms. Collins, �
I am writing to you regarding 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099). I urge you to support 

the unanimous recommendation of the Historic Landmark Commission to change the zoning 

to SF-3-NP-H.  �
 
I live across the street from 2002 Scenic Drive and have owned my house since 2006 and, through the years, I have 
appreciated the uniqueness of the house inside and out.  The view from my house, and from the street, provides 
glimpses of the lake and a view of Tarrytowns history.  It is significant that 2002 Scenic Drive was and is the anchor point 
for the immediate neighborhood. If this property is not protected, it’s likely to be replaced by multiple large houses to 
maximize the value of the owner’s investment.   
 
Please support the Historic Landmark Commission’s unanimous recommendation and help preserve the character of my 
neighborhood. 
 
Steve Luning 

 
 
 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Collins, Kimberly
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:04 PM
To: Allen, Amber
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099)

 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  

PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm  
Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Collins, Kimberly  
Sent: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 3:42 PM 
To: Rivera, Andrew <Andrew.Rivera@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099) 
 
 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  
PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm    
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Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Laura Des Enfants <   
Sent: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Collins, Kimberly <Kimberly.Collins@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099) 
 

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Dear Kimberly, 
 
As the city of Austin grows we are undergoing many changes—mostly good ones. That said it is important during this 
growth spurt to preserve our architectural history in all neighborhoods to ensure we don’t end up with a neighborhood 
like Penn Station in NYC. 
 
I am writing specifically about 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099). I really want you to support the unanimous 
recommendation of the Historic Landmark Commission  to change the zoning to SF‐3‐NP‐H.   
 
I have lived within two blocks of the 2002 Scenic Drive since 2013.  If this property is not protected, it’s likely to be 
replaced by multiple large houses to maximize the value of the owner’s investment.  While that may be good for the 
property owner it’s not good for this neighborhood nor for the preservation and architectural history of Austin. 
 
Please support the Historic Landmark Commission’s unanimous recommendation and help preserve the character of my 
neighborhood. 
 
Best, 
 
Laura Des Enfants 

 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Collins, Kimberly
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:04 PM
To: Allen, Amber
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099)-public comment

 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  

PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm  
Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Collins, Kimberly  
Sent: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 3:34 PM 
To: Rivera, Andrew <Andrew.Rivera@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099)‐public comment 
 
FYI 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  
PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm    
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Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Lisa Gilbert <   
Sent: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 3:01 PM 
To: Collins, Kimberly <Kimberly.Collins@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099) 
 

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Dear Kimberly,  
 
I am writing you regarding 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099). I support the Historic Planning Commissions 
unanimous recommendation to make this home a historic landmark.  I am a neighbor, and my home was originally a 
fishing cabin built about the same time as this house.  The corner of Scenic Drive and Stevenson Avenue has six of these 
old fishing cabins/stone houses remaining.  Most have been modified like this home, but all have keep a portion of the 
stone cabins intact.  If the previous family, who owned this property for 50 plus years had applied for Historic Landmark 
Status they surely would have received it with no questions asked. 
 
I understand why the new owners purchased the property, it has a beautiful view.  But, the unique stone carvings both 
inside and out are truly special along with two interesting buildings could make this property one of the first "keep Austin 
Weird" houses.  This house helps to keep our neighborhood feel like old Austin.  And another large modern house will 
only scream we have money, while the entire community will lose a bit of Austin’s history and character.  I ask that you 
support the Historic Planning Commissions recommendation and help preserve the character of my neighborhood. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Lisa Gilbert 

 

 
 

 
 

 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 
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Allen, Amber

From: Collins, Kimberly
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:05 PM
To: Allen, Amber
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099)

 
 

 

Kimberly B. Collins 

Senior Planner‐Historic Preservation Office 

Department of Housing and Planning  

512.974.1801 | kimberly.collins@austintexas.gov 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Historic Preservation | AustinTexas.gov   

  

PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to 
provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://bit.ly/HPDLobbyingForm  
Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City 
Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs 

  

  

 
 
 
Please Note: Correspondence and information submitted to the City of Austin are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (Chapter 552) and may be published 
online.   
Tenga en cuenta: La correspondencia y la información enviada a la Ciudad de Austin están sujetas a la Ley de Información Pública de Texas (Capítulo 552) y pueden 
publicarse en línea por la internet 
 

From: Collins, Kimberly  
Sent: Tuesday, August 2, 2022 10:05 AM 
To: Rivera, Andrew <Andrew.Rivera@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099) 
 
 
 

From: John Falvey    
Sent: Monday, August 1, 2022 2:18 PM 
To: Collins, Kimberly <Kimberly.Collins@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H‐2022‐0099) 
 

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Dear Ms. Collins, the letter below was emailed to Planning Commissioners yesterday. 
Sincerely,  
John Falvey 
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I am writing to you regarding 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099). I urge you to 
support the unanimous recommendation of the Historic Landmark Commission  to change the 
zoning to SF-3-NP-H.    
 
I have lived within two blocks of the 2002 Scenic Drive since 1991.  Throughout this period I 
have appreciated looking at the buildings and grounds of this unique property. The view from 
the street with glimpses of the lake conjures the old, tranquil Austin and anchors the 
immediate neighborhood. If this property is not protected, it’s likely to be replaced by multiple 
large houses to maximize the value of the owner’s investment.   
 
Please support the Historic Landmark Commission’s unanimous recommendation and help 
preserve the character of my neighborhood. 
 
Thank You, 
John Falvey 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 



Dear Ms. Collins, 
 
I am writing to you regarding 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099). I urge you 
to support the unanimous recommendation of the Historic Landmark Commission to 
change the zoning to SF-3-NP-H.   
 
I have lived within two blocks of the 2002 Scenic Drive since 2001.  Throughout this 
time, our family has marveled at this unique property and always wondered who owned 
and built it. The view from the street, with Lake Austin in the background, is reminiscent 
the old, tranquil Austin and is one of the few remnants of some of the unique remaining 
architecture in the neighborhood. It would be unfortunate if this property is not 
protected.  The likelihood it will to be replaced by a single McMansion or multiple large 
houses to maximize the value of the owner’s investment would be tragic and disruptive 
to the neighborhood for years to come.   
 
Please support the Historic Landmark Commission’s unanimous recommendation and 
help preserve the character of my neighborhood. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in saving this amazing property. 
 
Mark and Stefanie Hernandez 

 
 



August 4, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to you regarding 2002 Scenic Drive (Case# 
C14H-2022-0099) 
I urge you to support the unanimous recommendation of the 
Historic Landmark Commission to change the zoning to SF-3-
NP-H. 
 
I have lived in a neighborhood adjacent to this property 
for over 18 years.  I walk often and have enjoyed the 
presence of this lovely property on numerous occasions.  
The view from the street with glimpses of the lake call to 
mind the spirit of the heart of old Austin and its tranquil 
scenes.  If this property is not protected, it is, in all 
probability,  doomed to be replaced by soulless multiple 
large houses to maximize the value of the owner’s 
investment. 
 
Please support the Historic Landmark Commission’s unanimous 
recommendation and help preserve the character of this 
unique place.  
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 



From: Alison Tartt
To: BC-Claire.Hemple@austintexas.gov; Cohen, Jessica - BC; BC-Carman.Llanes@austintexas.gov; Howard, Patrick -

BC; Praxis, Solveij - BC; BC-Jeffery.Thompson@austintexas.gov; Mushtaler, Jennifer - BC; Cox, Grayson - BC;
Shaw, Todd - BC; Schneider, Robert - BC; Flores, Yvette - BC; Azhar, Awais - BC; Anderson, Greg - BC; BC-
James.Sheih@austintexas.gov; District10; Collins, Kimberly

Subject: 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099)
Date: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:29:50 AM

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

This letter concerns 2002 Scenic Drive (Case # C14H-2022-0099). I'm writing to urge
the Planning Commission to support the unanimous recommendation of the Historic
Landmark Commission to change the property's zoning to SF-3-NP-H.  

Saving this property from the wrecking ball would give well-deserved recognition to
the neighborhood contributions of Raymond M. Delisle, a figure little known to most
Austinites today but a prominent and enterprising "hobbyist builder / developer" in his
day. With no formal training in architecture or landscape design, Delisle built sixteen
rock homes in this Laurel Heights neighborhood between the late 1920s and the
onset of World War II. The first and most impressive of these was his home at 2002
Scenic. Most of his other houses have regrettably been razed or undergone
modifications that have obscured their original character.

Protecting the distinctive structures and landscaping at 2002 Scenic would
demonstrate that historic preservation is not simply about "George Washington Slept
Here"; it is about fulfilling a community's obligations of stewardship as well as
exercising the wisdom and foresight to defend aesthetic values against monetary
considerations for the benefit of future generations. The property is not simply a
beautiful example of extraordinarily imaginative craftsmanship in a spectacular
setting; it is a truly unique remnant of Austin's prewar lake culture.  

This letter is not prompted by nostalgia for Old Austin's disappearing bungalows or
animosity toward McMansions. It is written based on my experience of exploring the
property several times in the spring (before trespassing was discouraged). I
encountered many other visitors who were also roaming the buildings and grounds,
and we all felt deep sadness over the possibility that this irreplaceable creation could
be destroyed. 

Please support the Historic Landmark Commission’s unanimous recommendation. 

Sincerely,
Alison Tartt

Alison Tartt
 

mailto:BC-Claire.Hemple@austintexas.gov
mailto:BC-Jessica.Cohen@austintexas.gov
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CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL
source. Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you

believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov.



From: Contreras, Kalan
To: Collins, Kimberly; Rivera, Andrew
Subject: FW: Rezoning of 2002 Scenic Drive
Date: Monday, August 8, 2022 7:37:31 AM

Kalan Contreras
MSHP | Senior Planner | Historic Preservation Office
Planning and Zoning Department
512.974.2727 | kalan.contreras@austintexas.gov

PER CITY ORDINANCE: All individuals scheduling or accepting a meeting invitation with a City Official are requested to provide responses to the questions at the following link: https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FHPDLobbyingForm&amp;data=05%7C01%7CKimberly.Collins%40austintexas.gov%7C7d570ce5b5bd4de16c8908da793ac1c6%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C637955590505922996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=KfLB6JNXCqPFlPHEd7sPQmYuLCb7QZ9ezd65ZNALtUc%3D&amp;reserved=0

Please note that all information provided is subject to public disclosure. For more information please visit: City of Austin Ordinance 2016-0922-005  |  City Clerk’s website  |  City Clerk’s FAQs
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Stephen Mytyk <
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 2:32 PM
To: Contreras, Kalan <Kalan.Contreras@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Rezoning of 2002 Scenic Drive

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Hello,

I am writing in opposition to the rezoning of 2002 Scenic Drive through the addition of an historical landmark designation. Using the power of the state to impose the value structures of particular individuals in the neighborhood, who happen to prefer preservation of old buildings, is an unacceptable infringement of the property owner’s individual right to enjoy and dispose of their property as they see fit, so long as no actual physical violation is done to their neighbors in the process of
doing so. Being unhappy about the prospects of a change in the perceived character of the neighborhood does not represent any such physical violation. As such I urge you to respect the rights of property owners in Austin to be free of coercion at the whims of their fellow citizens, and of the city government.

Sincerely,
Stephen Mytyk

was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov.
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From: Kate Kyle
To: Collins, Kimberly
Subject: Zoning Case# C14H-2022-0099
Date: Monday, August 8, 2022 7:46:15 AM

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Hi - I am writing to support this case to rezone 2002 Scenic Drive to a Historic Landmark.  I live
on Matthews and took care to remodel my house to keep within the style, design and
uniqueness of the neighborhood. It is what makes Austin, Austin to have these properties that
reflect the character and history of the neighborhood over time.

Thanks for your support and hard work.

Regards,
Kate Kyle

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL
source. Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you

believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov.
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