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Allen, Amber

From: Ila Falvey 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:22 AM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: Case number: GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Attn: Amber Allen 
Thank you for your research on the property.  In addition to the attributes that you mentioned, this building contributes 
to the neighborhood of rock houses that are common in the area and represent an era of Austin's past. This 
neighborhood's importance was emphasized as it and several of the rock houses were  included on Preservation Austin's 
Home Tour in 2010.  
 
I strongly oppose destroying an historic house, the long two story rock house with the whimsical carved keystones, and 
the bridges and paths that meander through the property.  This property is a treasure and should be respected for its 
beauty not destroyed to maximize wealth. 
 
Ila Falvey 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 





Laura Des Enfants 3706 Stevenson Avenue Austin TX 78703

During this period of rapid growth Austin needs to be vigilant and preserve its architectural history

or risk losing both its character and history.

x

5.2.2022
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Allen, Amber

From: Meredith Dreiss 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 2:07 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: case # GF22-047398-2002 Scenic Dr

*** External Email - Exercise Caution *** 

Case # GF 22‐047398‐2002 Scenic Dr  
 
Dear Amber Allen, 
 

I am writing in hopes that a hold can be put on demolition plans for 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin, TX 78703 until further 
research can be completed by the city’s historic preservation department. I currently live down the street from 2002 
Scenic Dr at 3002 Scenic, but before moving I lived across the street from 2002 Scenic at 3805 Stevenson Avenue for 29 
years.  I’ve been inside 2002 on a number of occasions during the years that Whit and Allison Hanks rented the house 
from owners C.H. and Mildred Slator. 

2002 Scenic is extremely unique with whimsical nooks and crannies, spectacular stone fireplaces and a stone façade that 
seems more “rustic stone vernacular” than Spanish Colonial revival. What’s more important to think about is its 
contextual setting:  Where Stevenson Avenue dead ends into Scenic Drive right at the cliff overlooking Lake Austin, there 
are 7‐8 adjacent stone house built in the 1930s and early 40s that are similar and may have been designed by the same 
architect.  For example, I know the fireplaces at both 2002 Scenic and 3805 Stevenson (across the street) were probably 
built by the same stone mason, both are highly unusual and quirky with similar elements.  

 I believe this grouping of houses could be considered an historic district and should be assessed accordingly.  Having 
walked Scenic Drive for 43 years I’ve also noticed traces of archaeological chert‐working where Scenic and Stevenson 
streets meet.  I know this kind of evidence does not necessarily halt demolition permits, but just wanted to mention it. 
I’ve read that the earliest city records date to 1946 when the architectural firm of Fehr and Granger were hired by the 
Slators for renovations.  I’ve had trouble finding out who the original architect was and what the house may have looked 
like before renovations, but tax records indicated construction date may be 1930. Arthur Fehr worked for architect 
Harvey P. Smith of San Antonio during this time.  Smith was renowned for mission and restoration work and some of 
Smith’s Spanish Colonial style architecture is reminiscent of 2002 Scenic and also next door at 2008 Scenic (built in 1935) 
as well as across the street at 2005 Scenic (built in 1930). I’m not saying Smith was the architect, but I am guessing that 
he may have been, and perhaps it’s the reason Fehr and Granger were hired 16 years later to work on the house 
renovations. 

Before Arthur Fehr partnered with Charles Granger Jr. in the mid 1940s becoming famous in Austin for their mid‐century 
modern churches, schools, and residences, Fehr work for the National Park Service as architect and furniture maker on a 
number of 1930 CCC buildings including Indian Lodge in Ft, Davis and Bastrop State Park that focused on using locally 
sourced materials.  His notoriety alone should warrant careful consideration before any demolition permit is 
granted.  There is no doubt in my mind that losing the house at 2002 Scenic Drive would be a huge loss to the 
neighborhood and to Austin. It is simply irreplaceable. 

Meredith Dreiss 
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CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution 
when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please 

forward this email to cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 





 2 May 2022 

 
To: Amber Allen, Historic Preservation Office, City of Austin 
Re: Demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive (GF22-047398) 

 

Dear Ms. Allen 

As a former resident across the street from 2002 Scenic Drive, I would like to write a letter 
protesting its proposed demolition. While the building complex has fallen into disrepair in recent 
years, it is a unique surviving element of a small 1930s neighborhood anchored around what is today 
the corner of Scenic and Stevenson. While some of the early buildings are now gone or heavily 
remodeled, portions still remain of this once vibrant little block of dwellings. Built mostly in a rustic, 
limestone-based style, those remains are quite distinctive from the more recent contemporary 
styles being erected around it. The houses of that early era in West Austin had a warm, charming 
and almost magical feel to them, in direct contrast to the harder lines of the newer surrounding 
structures, and they bring a feeling to the little neighborhood that will be lost when 2002 Scenic 
and its still surviving early twentieth century neighbors are removed. 

I understand that 2002 Scenic was remodeled by Fehr and Granger in the late 1940s, a fact that 
supports its importance, and the need for preservation. Undertaken by two well-known veterans of 
Depression-era National Park Service construction, the 2002 Scenic remodel incorporates elements 
of Fehr’s earlier work at Bastrop State Park and seems to represent a stage in the transition of his 
own career from a more historical beaux arts/eclectic style to his later mid-century modern 
designs. Born in Austin, Fehr was important in introducing the mid-century modern design into 
Texas, and aspects of his historical oeuvre of structures should be considered important for 
protection in our rapidly changing world. 

I am an archaeologist with considerable experience in the historical era and some knowledge of 
historic structures. Though retired, I am still a research fellow at UT Austin.  I have worked with 
the documentation and preservation of early buildings in Austin for decades and have sadly seen so 
many fine examples of past architectural styles demolished. We are too rapidly losing the anchor of 
our historic, architectural past, and it would be sad to see these once elegant structures removed. I 
am strongly in favor of refusing the demolition permit and seeking preservation partners to protect 
these impressive buildings. Thank you for your consideration in the matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
David O. Brown, Ph.D. 
Associate, Archeoproductions, Inc. 
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Allen, Amber

From: t wise 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 5:07 PM
To: HPD Preservation
Subject: 2002 Scenic

*** External Email ‐ Exercise Caution *** 
 
Dear Ms Allen, 
Thank you for your work in assessing the historical/architectural significance of this beautiful property. Please count me, 
neighbor since 1989, as one who strongly supports saving the home. 
Sincerely, 
Tracy Wise 
CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when clicking links 
or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to 
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov. 





Phil Gilbert

3805 Stevenson Ave.

Austin, Texas 78703


May 3, 2022


City of Austin

Residential Permitting


Re: Objection to Complete Demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin, Texas


To Whom It May Concern,


I am opposed to the complete demolition of the house at 2002 Scenic Drive, Austin.


I live across the street and while a complete demo and new build would no doubt be 
quicker, it is worth the time and effort to see that the essence of the beautiful, 
important structure(s) be built upon, not completely torn down.


Austin offers a lot to the imagination. It’s that mythology, if you will, that is fueling our 
growth; it’s enticing hundreds of thousands to become new Austinites. That’s good. 
Bob Dylan wrote: “He not busy being born is busy dying.” Austin is constantly being 
born — from the 70’s “outlaws” that turned us into “the live music capital of the world” 
through to the 21st century technologists we are home to today.


Change is good. But we must direct that change into something that is authentic. 
Something of Austin, not just in Austin. Change for change sake is childish… and 
change for convenience sake is even worse: it threatens the essence of the Austin ethic 
that is the wellspring for each renewal. 


The house at 2002 Scenic Drive is a great example of that weird, wonderful Austin 
ethic. It may be one of only a handful of remaining properties with this aesthetic. In 
fact, Scenic Drive itself is an Austin icon… and on Scenic there's only one other house 
that achieves the result of the house at 2002 Scenic — and it’s The Rock House, right 
next door. (It also has a colorful history… no doubt when Robert Redford was coming 
to play at his grandparents’ Rock House in those 1950’s summers he played with 
friends next door!)
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I won’t speak much about the specific architectural and design elements that can never 
be recreated except to say: why would we destroy these last of a kind works when 
there is no need? The exterior easily displays its uniqueness. But inside is where the 
magic truly happens. There are literally dozens of one-of-a-kind design elements that 
would be destroyed forever, if we allowed a total demolition. If you question their 
value, then go to the property to see them yourself!


While we want growth, we surely don’t want indiscriminate and undifferentiated 
mansions that inspire nothing more than calculations of price per square foot and “oh 
my gosh what a view.”


If you buy a property with this beauty, history and landmark location I would hope you 
pay homage to it, restoring and renovating it into a modern expression of itself. I hope 
the house at 2002 Scenic is restored and renovated into a new architectural 
masterpiece that will inspire citizens 100 years from today to fight for it, as we fight for 
this 100 year old masterpiece. 


I strongly urge the City to reject the complete demolition of 2002 Scenic Drive. I also 
urge the City to approve any limited demolition only with simultaneous approval of 
the new home to be built, so that the essence of the property can be assured, prior to 
the demo of the old one. 


Sincerely yours,


/s/ Phil Gilbert


cc: Mayor Pro-Tem Alison Alter
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