DACC ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES May 20, 2022

DACC ADVISORY BOARD
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MAY 20, 2022

The Downtown Austin Community Court Advisory Board convened in a REGULAR
CALLED meeting on May 20, 2022, at 505 Barton Springs Road in Austin, Texas.

Chair Lea Downey-Gallatin called the DACC Advisory Board Meeting to order at 8:07a.m.
Board Members in Attendance: Chair Lea Downey-Gallatin, Nicole Goldman

Board Members in Attendance Remotely: Vice Chair Darilynn Cardona-Beiler, Kergin Bedell,
Jason English, Kate Garza, Jocelyn Schwartz

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL

None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Approve the minutes of the Downtown Austin Community Court Advisory Board Regular

meeting on March 11, 2022.

The minutes from the meeting of March 11, 2022 were approved unanimously by the
board with a 7-0 vote.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

2. Project progress presentation of Downtown Austin Community Court geographic service
area (GSA)/ and adjudicated offenses analysis — Lauren Stott, DACC Business Process
Specialist

No action taken.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
3. Status of DACC operations during COVID-19, changes in operations, any new trends
noticed. (Cardona-Beiler/Downey Gallatin) — Pete Valdez, Court Administrator, Downtown
Austin Community Court (DACC)
1 Rapid Rehousing efforts, staffing and housing placement — There are currently 79
participants in the COVID ESG program, 60 of whom are housed. We are serving
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14 people in the normal ESG Program with one case manager, and 11 of them are
housed.

Court dockets - The state order is currently being carried out virtually, but it will
expire on June 1°. While there haven't been any trials, they might begin shortly.
Warrants are still pending confirmation (whether they are good or active warrants),
might begin in August or September. We are conducting some in person cases, such
as delinquents or those under case management who will meet with Judge Coffey
DACC facility update — In the March 24" Council meeting they presented a lot
questions and a motion was made for clarity in regards to DACC and answers to
those questions. A memo has been submitted to the City Manager for review.

Vice Chair Darilynn Carbona mentioned she has been contact by the Sulton Justice
Consulting and has been asked questions regarding assessment processing. She
conducted her first site visit last week, inclusive of stakeholders and board to get
perspective of the Community Court. This is a month long process but contract
completed in September.

A motion was made for clarity about DACC along with responses to the questions
that were raised during the March 24th Council meeting. The City Manager has
received the memo for review.

Vice Chair stated that Sulton Justice Consulting had contacted her and had inquired
about the assessment-processing. Robert Kingham mentioned Ms. Sulton had her
first visit at the facility and they will contact the board and other stakeholders to
learn more about Community Court.

Violet Keep Safe Program — There are 465 bins for storage and 458 are being
utilized.

AUSTIN HOMELESS SYSTEM CLIENT FEEDBACK

4.

Individuals sharing first-hand account regarding their experiences being served through
Austin’s homelessness system. Speakers signed up prior to the meeting being called to
order will be allowed a three-minute allotment to provide their feedback to the Board.

1

Sarah Black — She explained how she came to be in her situation and when she asked
for assistance, she was number 325 on the waiting list. She informed case manager
that her family had been paying for her room at a hotel and did not qualify as being
homeless.

a. After phone call, Board requested more information and staff responded that
HUD guidelines do not consider a person to be homeless if they or their family
pay for their hotel stay. They would consider it homeless if the funding came
from them or another government body.

Chair Lea Downey-Gallatin adjourned the meeting at 8:53a.m. without objection.

The minutes were approved at the July 15, 2022 meeting on Vice-Chair Darilynn Cardona-Beiler
motion, Board Member Jason English second on a (6-0) vote.



