
ORDINANCE NO. 20221013-073

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2-1 OF THE CITY CODE TO
CREATE THE AUSTIN/TRAVIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. FINDINGS:

1. Public health is one of the basic elements of our society.
2. The public health system addresses multiple factors that affect health.

3. It is important to have policy, plans, programs, and operations ready to address
public health crises at a national, state, and local level.

4. Eliminating health disparities is essential to strengthening the nation and City's
health and economic prosperity.

5. The City of Austin and Travis County Commissioners Court recognize there is a

need to advise city and county governments on public health and human service
needs and approaches for improvement.

PART 2. City Code Chapter 2-1 (City Boards) is amended to add a new section 2-1-
174 to read:

§ 2-1-174 AUSTIN/TRAVIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION

(A) The Austin/Travis County Public Health Commission shall include a
balanced and diverse membership that represents a broad range of health and
human services interests and lived experiences, with members jointly
appointed by the City Council and the Travis County Commissioners Court.

(B) The Commission shall serve as an advisory body to the City Council and
Travis County Commissioners Court concerning public health programs,
projects, services, public health and human services needs, and approaches
for improvement.
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(C) The Commission shall:

(1.) explore the best/evidence-based public health practices for areas that
need improvement and provide recommendations;

(2.) provide an annual formal recommendation on the improvement of the
overall public health programs, projects, regulations, and services
within the governing entities in the city and the county;

(3.) work to inform strategies that address health disparities that impact
health outcomes for underserved populations;

(4.) gather input from the community on budget and programming
recommendations to share with policymakers and health agencies
annually;

(5.) and report periodically to the Public Health Committee of the Austin
City Council and the Travis County Commissioners Court (or the
appropriate committee thereof).

PART 3. This ordinance takes effect on October 24,2022.
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