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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
NOVEMBER 2, 2022
HR-2022-152876
OLD WEST AUSTIN
2512 WOOLDRIDGE DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1937 contributing house and detached garage and construct a new residence.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

Construct a two-story masonry house with attached carport. The proposed house’s fenestration includes divided-light
windows and arched doorways. A one-story mass, connected via carport, extends diagonally from the house’s main two-
story form.

ARCHITECTURE

Two-story asymmetrical Tudor Revival house clad in stucco with faux half-timbering at gable ends and covered entryway.

RESEARCH

The house at 2512 Wooldridge Drive was constructed for Annie Beasley in 1937. Early residents included a rancher and
his family and a University of Texas professor. The house’s longest-term occupants in the early and mid-twentieth century
were Janice and Vernon McGee. Janice McGee, a violinist, was a charter member of the Austin Symphony and served on
a screening committee for symphony hopefuls. Vernon McGee began his career as a Capitol reporter but later became the
first executive director of the Texas State Employment Commission. McGee was later appointed staff director of the Texas
State Legislative Budget Board, where he served until the late 1960s. He then worked as an administrative chief of staff
under Governor Preston Smith.

DESIGN STANDARDS

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts.mThe following standards apply to the
proposed project:

Residential new construction
1. Location
The proposed building appears to be appropriately sited and set back.

2. Orientation
The proposed building’s orientation is consistent with the design standards.

3. Scale, massing, and height
The proposed building’s scale and height appears appropriate. While the diagonal massing of the one-story portion of the
house is not in keeping with the surrounding district, it does not appear highly visible from the street.

4. Proportions
The proposed building’s proportions, design, and style appear to somewhat reflect those of the surrounding district.

6. Roofs
The proposed cross-gabled roof at the house’s main mass is compatible; while the flat-roofed porch and shed dormers are
less so, they appear to help break up the monolithic massing at the two-story portion of the house.

7. Exterior walls
The proposed masonry is mostly compatible with the surrounding district, though brick or stucco would be a more
appropriate cladding choice.

8. Windows and doors
Proposed fenestration appears compatible, with arched doorways reflecting the previous building’s Tudor Revival
influences.


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf

9. Porches
See 6.
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11. Attached garages and carports
The proposed carport is set back from the front wall of the house in compliance with the standards. Its one-story massing
helps to reduce the verticality of the adjacent main house.

Summary

The project mostly meets the applicable standards.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate to low integrity. Windows have been replaced and a second floor was added in
1983 per city permits.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:

da.

b.

C.

Architecture. The building may once have been a good example of Tudor Revival architecture, but no longer
conveys its significance.

Historical association. The property is associated with Vernon and Janice McGee,

Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit and comment on plans.



LOCATION MAP
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HR 22-152876
2512 WOOLDRIDGE DRIVE

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Photos




o

Demolition permit application, 2022
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, September 2022

1959 Vernon A. and Janice J. McGee, owners

Director, Legislative Budget Board




1955

1952

1947

1944

1941

1937

Vernon A. and Janice J. McGee, owners
Director, Legislative Budget Board

Vernon A. and Janice J. McGee, owners
Director, Legislative Budget Board

John J. and Mozelle Thomas, owners

Rancher

Leo C. and Margaret Haynes, owners
Professor, University of Texas

Leo C. and Margaret Haynes, renters
Associate professor at the University of Texas

Address not listed

Historical information
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Vernon A. McGee
Heads UP Bureau

Vernon A "\Ioﬂee Unlted Press
numspnndent at the Texas state
~house, left Friday afternocn on a
ha,nw assignment which makes him
“hend of *he U.P. bureau at Baton
B

j,Bouga. lLa.

s He thok with him to the Huey
] Lung capital the Texas senotcds
xor:.d wlshes for hils success in-the

Znew fob and congratulaticns on his
prmrotlon ‘The hody ndopted, on
motlon of Sen. Will Beck, resolu-
}' tions in apprmiatton for his =erv-
i Jomihere,

X The young newspaperman. one of
the heat liked in the caplitol press
~ room here, came to Austin from
Da‘l]ns. and Fert Worth, where he

ciworked In United Press bureaus:’

,he had alsn worked as city edltor
of the TWarco News-Tribune, ono
nr “the youngest men jn the state to
hold such a pos=ition, He attended
< wschnol at Baylor nniverclt}* and
C'ornell.
“ MeGee, uted to cuverﬁng 120- de.y
: tenﬂlnﬂs of the Texaas lezislature,
i“Jeked. mbout a “Louislana wvoea-
S HenM:
ni -“T understand the sesslons there
just last five days,” he told friends.
"Mrs. McGee and the couple's son,
Gnrdun. will remaln {n Austin tom-
L porarlly and then will visit In Dal-
las and Wichlta Falls hefore foln-
'.'Il.w'}.ir. MeGee in Baton Rouge.

“Vernon A. McGee Heads UP Bureau.”

iie roorl, o0aK 1100Ts. 1T WwWas qQoé-
signed by Roy L. Thomas, architect,

Mra, Annie Beasley has just
awarded the contract for a stucco
residence at 2512 Wooldridge ave-
nue, This is a one-story, with seven
rooms and two tile baths, wall-
paper interfor, wood shingle roof
and hardwood floors.

W. 'F, Brown Is contemplatlng

hl"‘f‘{hﬂ n h“'ﬂ‘-ﬁ l'ﬂ“ﬂﬂl“ "Iﬂ"l'll

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 20 Apr 1935: 6.
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“Austin Hears Sound of Hammer and Saw As Construction Moves Steadily Ahead.” Hill, M. The Austin American (1914-
1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 11 July 1937: 9.



Special Summer Dishes-
Are Mrs. McGee's Forte

By PAT FOLMAR DORINSON

One of Auslin’s hest cooks, Mrs,
Vernon A. McGee of 2512 Wonld-
ridge Drive, has three [avorite
recipes for summer.

They include A refrigerator dis.
sert she learned {n make in Vir
ginia, a pelite party sandwich
made wilh ham, chicken and
cream cheese, and Chicken Knchi.
ladas with Avoecado Sauce which
ghe serves for family or company
dinners.

Ars. Meliee Is the tvpe of cook
whn goes (o the library (o read
eonkhnoks, believes ithat food s
like “any other arl and requires
patience and great alflection™ and
pavs as much attention o how she
serves food as to how she prepares
it==dinner plales are hot, salard
plates are cold and the table clolh,
centerpiece and appointments are
all carefully chosen ta complement
the particular menal being served,

While traveling over the country
With her hushand, a former United
Press enrrespondent, Mrs. McGee
collected recipes where over she
wont,

She found it interesting that
“penple everywhere think the fond
in their particular section is the
best in the country."”

Feor the past six years the Me.
Gees have lived in Austin, and
Mr. McGee is now director of Lhe
Stale Legislative Budget Board,

Besldes cnoking, Mrs. McGee's
Interests Include music—she plays
secontd violin in the Austin Sym-
phony Orchestra—and her children,

With her children awav al schooi
this fall, Mrs, McGee will proba-
bly spend even more af her time
in the kilchen. dreaming up new
dishes to delight friends and family,

CHICKEN ENCHILADAS WITH
AVOUADD SALCE
(Serves K101

3 Iablespoons xalad nil
3 teaspoons flour
2 vans Spanish red chili sauce

thel variely )

Sall 1o geason
24 corn inctillas
1 large onina

'y jar green salad olives

1 small ean pitted ripe nlives
Cooked chicken meat from a

large fryer or small stewing

hen. chopped

2 small zueehini squash, cooked

and diced
| Medium sharp graied cheese
t 1 large ripe avocadn

1 teaspoon minced onion

3 teaspoan lemon juice

Salt and pepper

3 pint solir cream
| Shredded lettuce
i Rodishes

Make a hol chili sauce by stirring
flour imto three tahlespoens salad
oil in a skillet, Add Spanish red
chili sauce, season with salt and
cook slowly until thickened, stir-
ring occasionally.

{ Powr un additional amount of
salad oil on inch deep in anvther |
rskillet antd heat. Drop loctillas wne
|nL a time into the hot fab to soiten. |
JDg nol soak tpo [ung or they'il be
'too brittle, With tongs, lift tortillas
iout of wil, ehe by one, and drop |
into pan of hot chili sauce for at
+ briel moment, Lilt rom chili sauee |
tand place on baking dish. On top |
fnt‘ ecach tortilla sprinkle a little |
chopped  onion, green and  ripe !
alives, chicken, squash and cheese. | ;
Fold over once; baste with chili .
sawe and sprinkle with grated !
]t:lmu.-.e. Bake in hol oven lor 10
minutes.

While enchiladas are baking,
make sauce by mashing avoeado
and seasoning with minced anion,
lemon juice, salt and pepper. Add
spur cream and mix thoroughly,

When ready to serve, spread
avoeade sauce over enchiladas and
tearnish with shredded leltuce and
| radishes, !

Austin Statesman-Unied Pres
MRS, MeGEE, MARCIA MAKE PARTY SANDWICHES
cMedallivns” ave frosted with cheese,
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“Special Summer Dishes Are Mrs. McGee's Forte.” PAT FOLMAR ROBINSON. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 10
Aug 1956: 6.



Vernon McGee Named
To United Fund Post

Nohle Premtice, United  Fund|[been with the sidministrative com.
wesident, Tuesdny completed his'|mittee, which he now heads, and
wster of nides with the appoint- [n8  chalvman of the state ome
nent of Vernon A, MeGee fo the [ployes section of the puldic em:
shiirmanship of the fund's ad- |ployes division in the 195 fed
ninistrative connmittee, erated fumd rafsing campaign,

Previously appoimied lo com- MeGee also is a member of the
nittee chairmanships were David [board of the Austin Rotary Club.
3. Irons, hudget; Dr. Joe Thorne
Gilbert, admission; and Colanel
Jance Murphy, promotion nand
wiblicity.

MeGee brings a wvast amount] «
o administeative  experience to
s United Fumd post.

He has degrees lrom Baylwr
ind Cornell, served as a United
Press  correspondent at  Dallas,
Fart Worth, Austin and  Baton
Rouge, breame the first execative
1cad of the Texns State Employ-

Iment Service, and served with
the Navy on Industrial relations
in shipyards,

McGee later beenme director of
personnel  operations  for  Mont-
vomery Ward and Inter served as
executive editor for the Kiplinger
Washinglon Agency, publishers of
Kiplinger's  business letters andd | |
Changing Times.

As legislative budget divector
since 1950, he works with the
Texas Legislature and its com-
mittees in writing appropriations
and ether finance bills, and works
out  solutions  for  management
problems in siate government.

Hix United Fund exnerience has

————————

_ VERNON A, e

“Vernon McGee Named To United Fund Post.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 Mar 1959: 5.
Research
Job Won
By McGee

Capitol Staff
Vernon A. McGee, fired re-
ently as stall direclor of the
Legislalive Budget Board, Mon.
ay was employed as a “tem-
horary consultant™ by the
Fexas Research League.

Alvin A. Burger, executive
dircctor of lhe league, an-
hounced McGee would prepare

MeGee, a 16-year state em-
ploye, was removed from the
20,000 a year position he held
when the budget board, com-
posed of five members of the
. [House and five members of the
Senate failed to rehire him.

The action came on a split

amd was spearhcaded by

ouse Speaker Ben Barnes. Li
ov. Preston Smith opposed the
uster as did two of the sena

rs on the board.

House members said they fell
{cGee had acquired "'too much
wer' in preparation of the

tate budget.

b summary of the present
status of state government
kervices and programs and
heir cost requirements in the
lvears Immediately ahead.
McGee, a 16-year state em-
ploye, was removed from the
ISZU.I)DD a year position he held
when the budget board, com-
posed of five members of the
House and five members of the
Senate failed to rehire him.

The action came on a split
wute and was speacheaded by
House Speaker Ben Barnes. Li
Gov. Preston Smith opposed the
pbuster as did two of the sena
tors on the board.

The removal came on a splil
ote and caused considerable
controversy. N
The league, a private organi:
Fﬂinn financed by subscrip-

i

ons, did not announce a sala
ry for McGee,

Burger said McGee's work
“also will comment on possi
bilities for modernizing and
improving certain slate service:
ind functions.”

It was not announced if Mc
jee would be on a per diem ba
iis or a stralght salary.

“Research Job Won By McGee.” Capitol Staff. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 12 Sep 1966. 29.



Earners and Learners

Carl Edward Bock, left. Mrs.

_Janice McGee and Wolf Jessen

Kaw Powery

THESE THREE TALLY UP NEARLY 90 YEARS IN SYMPHONY
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Members of Symphony Come From All Walks of Life

Ity KAY POWERS
Speclal Wrller

of duily enning or learning,

mast of the musicians In the|
Drehesiral

Anstin - Symphony
hear fittle resemblance to the
formally  attired  serious-faced
folks you see on stage during a
coneert.

While they're  up  there
taotling, banging, blowing or
fildling  on  thelr  wvarlous
instruments, musie s thele
common denominator, Bul few
of them, but they must two-lime
income from musie alone. Music
may be the dearest love of most

| harpist Gayle Horn teach al the
| Unlversity of Texas.
I the cipht-to-five scramble

i[’.'lrriolr. fs o 1eaching assislant
at UT, as are several of the

Principul irumpeler Thomas!stting players. Others feach in|

af them, buttheymust iwo-lime
it by working at other
professions to keep  the hlllﬂI
paid, !

Tims, on the morping after a
vancert, the people Wwho
enterlained you the night belore
may be  heading for @
conference with an architeciural
elierd,  condiicting  selentific
research at Baleones Center,
managing eredit for an Austin
Iumher company of babysiting
with grandchildren!

Those  whe are  full-lime|
musielans  are usually to e
fortiel teaching  wniversily or)
college  elasses  or  directing,
junier ar senlor high  school
hands, orchestras and charuses,
Oboist Richard Blaiv, princip:l
clarinetist Ttaymond Schroeder,
limpanist George Frock and

Ithe Junlor Strings Project,
Michae] Stoune plays llute In
the symphony, teaches
woodwinds at Southwesl Texas
State College ot San Marcos,
where he is also assistant band

direclor, Ie also serves as
librarian  for the Austln
Symphony,

Dorathy  Jondan,  principal
second violin, clarinetist
Suzanne Jenkins, and Willlam
Dick and John Montgomery,
both of the viola seciion, teach
music In the Austin public
schools, Prinelpal French horn|
player Grover Pltman teaches
band, chorus and orchesira in
Fredericksburg,

There are ordinarily about 20
University of Texas siudenis|
playing in the Austin Symphony.
They don't have to be majoring
in musle to be in the orchestra
as Jong as they have the talent,
abllity and training a
professional symphony requires.

S50 on o campus visit you
might find French horn player

Mlan Schmidt taking graduate |

courses In enginecering,
pevcussionist  Dennis  Awhroy
hitting the looks in prelaw
courses  and cellist  Jackie
Pilman boning up for the math

Several of the orchestra’s 80

degree this spring.
Carl Edward Bock, Caleasiey

viola In the Austin Symphony's
frst concerl Dec. 20, 1998, at
Ioge  Audiiorium. Housewile
and grandmotber Janice (Mrs,
Vernon) MeGee ploved seeond
vidin  In  thal coneert,
and Woll Jessen then as now
was  principal  of | the [lule
seellon, He 15 an avehliect with
Jessen, Jessen, Millhouse,
Greeven and Crume, Bock, Mrs.
McGee and Jessen have been
with the symphony throughout
its nearly 30 yenrs of existence.
offices.  Some  of
praminent businessmen play or
have played with the symphony,
Attire for all on coneert night
is formal — Lut at other times
you might see some of the
symphony's youngesl members
garbed in bright mod outfits or
even miniskirls — they're junior
and senjor high school students!
They  perform  with  the
orchestra as apprentices in a
unigue program which

CHeourazes exceptionally

| — 1

credit manager, was playing|

Austin's' -

classes which will get her her falented young musicians by

lL‘.ivIn.’: them professienal
lexperience at an early age.

Rieh man, poor man — no
' beggars or (hieves on record —
doctor, Inwver, merchant, chief
— the Austin Symphony now
has ar has had all these as
persennel during its many years
of service o the community.
Almost all are aclive types who
lcould use a 6-hour day to good
|advantage, yel all find time for
hours of practice al home, hours
of rehearsal ot the old firehall
on Blanco Strect and still mere
hours In  concert ot the
audiloriun.

Why do they ftootle, baug,
low and fiddle In the symphony
instead of taking IL easy afler:
a busy day of doing other
things? Fer the majority, the
answer [s simple: They believe
the symphony orchestra is a
vital part of Auslin's culture
and ihis s thelr way of doing
thelr part.

(e el

“Earners and Learners: Members of Symphony Come From All Walks of Life.” KAY POWERS Special Writer. The Austin
Statesman (1921-1973); 11 Mar 1967: A24.
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Iy GLEN CASTLEBURY
Capitol Staff

Vernon A, MceGee, 62,
veteran  direclor  of  the
Legistative Budget Roard who
lost his job two vears azo in a
political  row,  Saturday  was
named to the top position on
Gov.-elect Preston Smith's staff,
MeGee's title will be assistant
for program devetopment, and
he will report directly tn Smith.
He resigned Saturday as vice
president of Managemynt
Research  International,  ine.,

the

MeGee Gets Post
With Smith’s Statf

o Austin management
‘consulting firm, to assume his
new dutics on Jan. 21 when
Smith takes the oath of office.

McGee was the top man on
the Lezislative Budget  Board
for W years until August, 1966
when Speaker Ben Barnes and
the House members an the LBR
led & revolt which resulted in
MeGee lasing his joh.

At the time, Barnes
MeGee  had  accumulated

(See MeGEE, Page AR)

said

too VERNON McGER

Top appointment

I The will report directly to the
rovernaor.
Smith commented  Saturday,
“Vernon MceGee has really ot
o world of ability in the field
. state governmend, We are
fortunate 1o have o man of his
remendous ability to help carry
put the duties of the governors
ffice in the most efficient and
Jeconomicul way possible,

"My confidence in the
wofessional ability of Vernon
MeGee poes burk miny vears,
I knew and respected his ability
vhen 1 was a senator in the
arly 19505, Deing chairman of
he Legislative Budget Board as
icutenant  governor, 1 gained
ven  more  respeet  for his
professional abilities,
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much power, :
Smith protested the firing;
bitterly, but was on the short

end of a 3 to 6 vole. Two
senidors joined with the House!
members  in voting  against’
MeGee.

Since he left state
povernment, McGee has been
fice president of the

management firm. He also has
lone some professional research
for {he Republican party of
Texns,

McGee will have general
supervision of that portion of

d Rhe governor's staff concerned

vith  financial
bntergovernmental

planning,
and

= pommunity relations and
“evaluation  of

state  programs
e achievements, Many of his
dutics will not have a direct
relationship with the
Legislature,

In what  apparently  is o
clatively new  position on the
waanizational  chart,  MeGee
vill e part of the governor's
‘core group'™ which ineludes the
xecutive  assistant  and  the
ress secretary., :
The will report directly 1o the
governor,

McGee Gets Post With Smith's Staff. GLEN CASTLEBURY Capitol Staff. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 08 Dec

1968: A1



McGEE, Mrs. Janice J.,
6. 2512 Wooldridge, died
Monday. Services 10 a.m.
Wednesday at Cook-Walden
Funeral Home. Graveside
services 1 p.m. Wednesday
at Ridge Park Cemetery in
Hilishoro. Survivers: hus-
hand. Vernon A. McGee of
Austin:  daughter,  Mrs.
DM Dingler of Arlington;
son, Dr. W, Gordon McGee
af T2l Paso; five grandchil
dren.

"Symphony
charter
member dies

Funeral for Mrs. Janice.l.
MeGee of 2312 Wooldridge.
who died Monday night at
her home after a long ill-
ness, will be Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Conk Walden Fu-
neral  Home.  Graveside
services will be at 3 p.m. al
tidge Park Cemetery in
Hillsbora.

Mrs, MceGee, 69, was a
charter member of the Aus-
tin Symphony. a vielinist
and a member of the sym-
phony  commiltee  that
SCIeens  Young  musicians.
She was a member of PEO,
attended the First Baptist
Church, and taught the Ala-
thean Sunday Scheol Class.
Memorials may he made to
the First Baptist Church.

She received her degree in
music from Texas Wesleyan
University and her M.A, and

B.A. dogreen from Baylor
Ulmerssw

Mrs. McGee's hushand is
Vernon A, McGee, a long-
time newspaper man and
former director of the Legis-
lative Budget Board. Other
survivors include her son,
Dr. W. Gordon McGee of El
Paso; a daughter, Mrs. D.
M. Dingler of Arlington; and
five grandchildren.
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Symphony charter member dies. The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 20 Apr 1976: B2.

Permits

7 UTless®the Plumbing is done in strict accordance with City Otdinancés, do ot ‘tiirn on tHewwater. -

The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 20 Apr 1976: B2.

Date of Connection. 6'— = /(?" —\? 7 \

T Size of Tap ... L A . Date.
’ Fore11101z: Raﬁort ---»-\—-~--j(&_-—---u----——--- §
NS E NG EEEEE

Water service permit, 1937

»@wmgqu/.gu

N¢ 5580



. Vernon A. MeGaa . : . 2512 Wooldridge Driv
159 7 and North 20t of 12
Psmberton Hieghts #1
Frame Addithon to and Remdl el Ijterior

79979 5/29/61 2,965.00
Rawls Lumber Company move 5

ENLARGE KITCHEN
Building permit, 1961

_lﬁiﬂﬂ Annie Beasgley 2512 Wooldridga Dr
12 6,7
Pemberton Hts.
stucco Residencs & garage

19% - June 16, 1937

Building permit, 1937

Sanborn maps

Sanborn map, 1962
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