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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

JANUARY 11, 2023 
  HR-2022-172625 

TRAVIS HEIGHTS-FAIRVIEW PARK 
409 E MONROE STREET 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1910 house and construct a new residence.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Construct a three-story stucco and board and batten house with a metal roof and a detached two-story garage. 

ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story rectangular plan house with Foursquare stylistic influences, including deep eaves, a boxy plan, and substantial 
brick piers at first-floor full-width porch. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 409 E Monroe Street (1600 Newning Ave.) was constructed in 1910. The house was owned by Shelton C. and 
Margaret Adrian. Shelton Adrian was a carpenter for the 40 years that he lived in the house, most frequently employed by 
the University of Texas. His wife Margaret and his daughter LaVerne, a music teacher and a graduate of the University of 
Texas, were socialites among the South Austin community, frequently holding gatherings at the residence. The Adrian 
residence also served as apartments and studios for a variety of Austinites throughout the ‘30s and ‘40s.  

DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the proposed 
project: 

Residential new construction 
1. Location 
The proposed building appears to be appropriately sited and set back.  

2. Orientation 
The proposed building’s orientation is consistent with the design standards. 

3. Scale, massing, and height 
The proposed building’s scale and height appears to be inappropriate when compared to the surrounding one and two-story 
houses.  

4. Proportions 
The proposed building’s proportions, design, and style do not reflect those of the surrounding district.  

6. Roofs 
The proposed metal roof is compatible with the district. 

7. Exterior walls 
The proposed stucco and board and batten are somewhat compatible with the district. 

8. Windows and doors 
Proposed fenestrations are somewhat compatible with the district.  

Summary 
The project meets some of the applicable standards. 

  

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The property contributes to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain a high degree of integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building represents a house type that is unique to the district. 
b. Historical association. The property is associated with Shelton and Margaret Adrian.   
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package and comment on plans.  
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Google Street View, 2022 
Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, December 2022 

1959 *1600 Newning Ave* 
Edward J. and Leah Purdin, owners 
United States Air Force 
 
*409 E Monroe St* 
Margaret Adrian, owner (widow of Shelton Adrian) 

1955 *1600 Newning Ave* 
Richard and Ruby Houck, renters 
United States Aire Force 
 
James E. and Maddie Yanero, renters 
Salesman Calcasieu Lumber  
 
*409 E Monroe St* 
Margaret Adrian, owner (widow of Shelton Adrian) 

1952 *1600 Newning Ave* 
William F. and Mary A. Hair, renters 
United States Army 
 
Charlotte R. Bail, renter 
 
*409 E Monroe St* 
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Margaret Adrian, owner (widow of Shelton C. Adrian) 

1949 *1600 Newning Ave* 
Lansing F. Craig, renter 
Laby mechanic at the University of Texas 
 
Harold J. and Lucille Finley, renters 
Forman Young & Pratt 
 
*409 E Monroe St* 
Shelton C. and Margaret Adrian, owners 
Cabinet maker at the University of Texas 
 
Thomas W. Todd, renter 
Carrier for the Post Office 

1947 *1600 Newning Ave* 
Lansing F. Craig, renter 
Helper Burkhalter Spring Service 
 
*409 E Monroe St* 
Shelton C. and Carolyn A. Adrian, owners 
Cabinet maker at the University of Texas 

1944 Shelton C. and Margaret Adrian, owners 
Carpenter at the University of Texas 
 
LaVern Adrian, renter 
Music teacher 

1941 Shelton C. and Margaret Adrian, owners 
Carpenter at the University of Texas 
 
Louis and Iva Lou Sellers, renter 
Chemical engineer / student 
 
Patrick Kelly, renter 
Driver 
 
La Verne Adrian, renter 
Music teacher 
 
Howard and Thelma Rix, renters 
Technician at the Marlin Gross Dental Laboratory 

1937 Shelton C. and Margaret Adrian, owners 
Maintenance man 
 
La Verne Adrian, renter 
Student at the University of Texas 
 
John H. and Ray Booth, renters 
Employee at E. H. Perry 
 
Veris and Hazel L. Smith, renters 
Bookbinder at the Steck Company 
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Nathan and Charlcey Rosenthal, renters 
Wallpaper department Bradford Paint Company  

1932 Shelton C. and Maggie Adrian, owners 
Carpenter 
 
John Shelby and Hilda Morgan, renters 
Clerk at the State Highway Department 
 
Clark M. and Myra C. Estes, renters 
Rate clerk at the State Board of Insurance Commissioners 

1929 Shelton C. and Maggie Adrian, owners 
Carpenter 

1927 Shelton C. and Maggie Adrian, owners 

1924 Shelton C. and Maggie Adrian, owners 
Employee at Woodward Body Works 

1920 Shelton C. and Maggie Adrian, owners 
Carpenter 

1916 Shelton C. Adrian 
Carpenter 

1912 Shelton C. Adrian 
Carpenter/contractor/builder 

1909 Address not listed 

Historical information 

    
The Austin American (1914-1973); Oct 4, 1931 

Three Arts Exhibit. The Austin American (1914-1973); 16 Sep 1934: A5. 
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Mrs. Barker Given M-G-M Screen Test. The Austin American (1914-1973); Feb 24, 1935; ProQuest Historical 

Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman pg. A2 
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DEATHS AND FUNERALS. The Austin American (1914-1973); 10 June 1951: A23. 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 June 1965: 12. 

Permits 

 
Sewer service permit, 1921 
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Water service permit, 1934 

 

 
Water service permit, 1931 

 

 
Building permit, 1945 
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Building permit, 1937 

Sanborn maps 

     
Sanborn map, 1962 and 1935 
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