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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

JANUARY 23, 2022 
PR-2022-175256; GF-2022-179474 

4705 BALCONES DRIVE 
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1951 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 
Two-story house with Ranch and Mid-century Modern influences, clad in stucco, stone, and horizontal siding. Steel 
casement windows and sliders are present throughout. The house has a low-slung, shallow-pitched roof with deep eaves, an 
asymmetrical front façade, and an integral garage.  

RESEARCH 
4705 Balcones Drive was constructed by A. C. Piland and designed by and for architect Glynn L. Harris. Harris was a 
decorated World War II Army Air Corp veteran who designed several prominent Austin buildings, including the VFW 
Headquarters, original Night Hawk Restaurant in Austin, Texas, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, and KFDM Channel Six. 
Harris was born in San Angelo in 1915. He received his B.A. in Architecture at Texas A&M before working as a draftsman 
at Page & Southerland in Austin from 1936 to 1939. From 1939 to 1941, he operated his own firm in Corpus Christi before 
moving back to Austin and serving in the military.1,2 He sold his Austin home in 1952 to move to Wichita Falls, where he 
continued his career and served as a chapter representative for the Texas Society of Architects and on the publication board 
for Texas Architect,3 before relocating to Beaumont.4 

Harris sold the property to the Pojman family after he and his wife had lived there for only a year.  Joseph L. Pojman was 
owner and president of Rockford Furniture Associates.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of mid-century Modern architecture with Ranch influences. 
b. Historical association. The property is associated with architect Glynn L. Harris; however, Harris lived in the 

home he designed for just one year. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property was once a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city because of the design’s response to topographical changes and existing 
trees on the site; however, much of the original landscaping and focal trees have been lost. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Consider whether the property meets designation criteria. If the Commission decides against initiation of historic zoning, 
release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package. If the Commission determines 
that the property meets the required criteria for historic zoning, initiate historic zoning.   

 
1 AMERICAN ARCHITECTS DIRECTORY, 1956. https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/2abada76-3c50-4aa3-abe8-
5104493767dd/CHC-2019-4766.pdf  
2 AMERICAN ARCHITECTS DIRECTORY, 1962.  https://content.aia.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/Bowker_1962_H.pdf  
3  https://usmodernist.org/TA/TA-1957-02.pdf 
4 https://magazine.texasarchitects.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/July-1967.pdf 

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/2abada76-3c50-4aa3-abe8-5104493767dd/CHC-2019-4766.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/2abada76-3c50-4aa3-abe8-5104493767dd/CHC-2019-4766.pdf
https://content.aia.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/Bowker_1962_H.pdf
https://usmodernist.org/TA/TA-1957-02.pdf
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 
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Demolition permit application, 2022 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, December 2022 

1959 Address listed as 4705 Parkcrest Drive 
Joseph L. and Elizabeth Pojman, owners 
President, Rockford Furniture Associates 

1955 Joseph L. and Elizabeth Pojman, owners 
Facility representative, Rockford Furniture 

1952 Glynn L. and Marty M. Harris, owners 
Architect 
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Historical information 

 
Huston, Cleburne. Stamford American (Stamford, Tex.), Vol. 21, No. 24, Ed. 1 Friday, September 1, 1944, newspaper, 
September 1, 1944; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth972343/m1/1/?q=glynn: accessed December 20, 
2022), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Stamford 
Carnegie Library. 
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Old Lace Or Nylon - - - Which? Peggy Harping Lee.  The Austin American (1914-1973); 09 Sep 1951: D1. 
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VFW To Build New 5-Story Headquarters. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 Jan 1952: 1. 

        
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 30 Dec 1952: 2. 

Rotary To Install Pojman. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 10 July 1963: 2. 
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https://www.aggienetwork.com/news/130290/roll-call-tribute/ 

 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/beaumontenterprise/name/glynn-harris-obituary?id=21971129 

https://www.aggienetwork.com/news/130290/roll-call-tribute/
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Permits 

 
Sewer service permit, 1951 

 
Water service permit, 1953 

 
Building permit, 1950 
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221 San Jacinto, designed by Glynn Harris in 1951. Google maps, 2022 
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