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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS  

JANUARY 11, 2023 
HR-2022-174215 

TRAVIS HEIGHTS-FAIRVIEW PARK 
1021 BONHAM TERRACE 

PROPOSAL 

Construct an addition to a ca. 1937 house. Remove existing horizontal siding and reclad the entire building in stucco to 
match addition. 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

1) Construct a rear-side addition to a one- and one-half story house. The proposed addition includes the existing basement 
and is sited toward the existing additions. The proposed addition is clad in stucco, with a shingle shed roof to match the 
existing roof. It features casement, sliding, and fixed undivided windows.  

2) Reclad the building in stucco, removing existing horizontal wood siding.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story symmetrical Colonial Revival house with side-gabled roof, 6:6 wood windows, decorative pediment over 
uncovered central entryway, and extensive rear additions.  

RESEARCH 

1021 Bonham Terrace was built in 1937 for David and Helen Burleson. David Burleson, who worked at the State Highway 
Department, sold the house to John E., Jr. and Katherine Shelton in the early 1940s. Shelton, an engineer, had recently 
finished a second term as Travis County Commissioner for Precinct 3. Shelton oversaw numerous infrastructure 
improvements before his defeat in 1940.1 (While the 1939 Commissioners’ Court was later known for procuring funding 
for the “Negro Home Demonstrator”2 position--later held by African American educator Jessie L. Shelton3--among other 
services offered through the Texas A&M Negro Extension Services,4,5,6 Shelton did not support the position’s funding in 
1939.)7,8 After his stint in public service, Shelton went back to a career in construction and engineering. Shelton’s father 
had been a prominent attorney and politician in Austin, and the Sheltons’ son Dan went on to marry the daughter of Mayor 
Tom Miller.  

DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (adopted 2022) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the proposed 
project: 

Repair and alterations 
4. Exterior walls and trim 
The proposed project incompatibly replaces the existing horizontal siding with stucco to match the basement and rear 

 
1 “Shelton Offers for Re-Election.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 17 Apr 1938: 20.   
2 The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 29 Nov 1939: 9. 
3 “Negro Clubs Organized.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 21 Jan 1940: 18. 
4 Travis County (Tex.). Clerk's Office. Travis County Clerk Records: Commissioners Court Minutes X, book, 1937-08/1940-08; 
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1453650/m1/323/), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, 
crediting Travis County Clerk’s Office. 
5 Reid, Debra Ann. Reaping a Greater Harvest: African Americans, the Extension Service, and Rural Reform in Jim Crow Texas. Texas 
A&M University Press, 2007. 
6 Extension Service Review, 1951. https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=sjNvuzLyZ00C&rdid=book-
sjNvuzLyZ00C&rdot=1&pli. 
7 “Negro Agent In Budget.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 12 July 1939: 7.  
8 Travis County (Tex.). Clerk's Office. Travis County Clerk Records: Commissioners Court Minutes X, book, 1937-08/1940-08; 
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1453650/m1/265/), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History; 
crediting Travis County Clerk’s Office. 

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf


14 – 2 

addition. 

Residential additions 
1. Location 
The proposed addition appears appropriately sited. 

2. Scale, massing, and height 
The proposed addition’s scale, massing, and height appear compatible. 

3. Design and style 
The proposed design is somewhat compatible. 

4. Roofs 
The proposed roofline and shingles are compatible. 

5. Exterior walls 
The proposed stucco cladding is compatible on the new portion of the house but detracts from the building’s historic 
character when applied to the main house. 

6. Windows, screens, and doors 
Proposed fenestrations are somewhat incompatible; windows with appropriate scale, rhythm, and true divided lights would 
be more compatible.  

Summary 
The project meets some of the applicable standards. 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The property contributes to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity. Additions dating to the 1970s and later have changed the rear 

and sides of the house, and some window screens appear to be missing. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building’s main façade is a good example of a modest Colonial Revival-style dwelling; 

however, the remainder of the house has been significantly modified. 
b. Historical association. There do not appear to be significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on and release plans upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, encouraging the applicant to 
retain original exterior materials throughout.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Google Street View, 2022 
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Zillow.com, 2021 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, December 2022 

1959 John E. Jr. and Katherine C. Shelton, owners 
Engineer  

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/1021-Bonham-Ter-Austin-TX-78704/29459457_zpid/
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1955 John E. Jr. and Katherine C. Shelton, owners 
Representative, Marvin Turner Engineers 

1952 John E. Jr. and Katherine C. Shelton, owners 
Representative, Marvin Turner Engineers  

1947 John E. Jr. and Katherine Shelton, owners 

1944 John E. Jr. and Kathryn C. Shelton, owners 
Construction  

1941 David W. and Helen M. Burleson, owners 
Clerk, State Highway Department 

1937 David W. and Helen M. Burleson, owners 
Assistant equipment engineer, State Highway Department 

Historical information 

 
JOHN SHELTON, JR., NOW WITH PIERCE MOTOR CO. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 May 1921: A9. 

 
NINE LEAVE TRAVIS PUBLIC OFFICES NEXT JAN. 1. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 Sep 1934: 14.    
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Shelton To Seek Commissionership. The Austin American (1914-1973); 28 June 1936: 16. 

   
Bridges Assured Over Pedernales. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 29 July 1937: C2. 
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Shelton Offers For Re-Election. The Austin American (1914-1973); 17 Apr 1938: 20.   

  
Mount Bonnell Road Top Near. The Austin American (1914-1973); 10 Sep 1939: 2.    
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Negro Agent In Budget. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 12 July 1939: 7. 

 
Photo caption: Mrs. Jessie L. Shelton, Travis Negro CHDA, discusses landscaping with Mrs. Collins. 

Source: Sloan (1948). Home Improvement. Cushing Memorial Library and Archives, Texas A&M University, 
http://cushing.library.tamu.edu/. Available electronically from https : / /hdl .handle .net /1969 .1 /92038. 

https://hdl.handle.net/1969.1/92038
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Shelton Beaten For Commission In County Voting. The Austin American (1914-1973); 25 Aug 1940: 1 

 
Miss Virginia Joy Miller Is Now Mrs. Dan Roberts Shelton. The Austin American (1914-1973); 11 Apr 1943: A2. 
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 Shelton Passes At Home Here. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 23 Oct 1957: 1.  

Mrs. Shelton Dies Here At Age 86. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 29 July 1963: 14.   
Mrs. Shelton, Resident 63 Years, Dies. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 24 June 1964: 41.  

 

Permits 

 
Water service permit, 1937 
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Sewer service permit, 1974 

 

 
Building permit, 1977 

 
Building permit, 1937 

Maps 

 
Sanborn map, 1961 
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