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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS  

FEBRUARY 1, 2022 
HR-2022-184659 

OLD WEST AUSTIN  
 1012 GASTON AVENUE  
PROPOSAL 

Remodel and construct an addition to a ca. 1940 house.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

1) Demolish garage steps, motor court steps, concrete in breezeway, exterior finish sheathing at addition connection point, 
roof awning, and terracing at rear of house. 

2) Slurry existing brick throughout and apply thin coat of slurry to foundation to match brick.  
3) Replace windows and doors throughout to match existing. Install a new garage door and one window. 
4) Replace existing siding with new vertical wood siding throughout. 
5) Construct a kitchen addition at the north side of the property. The proposed addition will be one story, clad in vertical 

siding to match the rest of the house. It will have a metal shed roof to match the existing roof material, with exposed 
rafter tails and multilight fixed windows.   

6) Enclose a covered breezeway to become a new entry to the house. Install new steel and glass doors.  

ARCHITECTURE 

Three-story residence with masonry and vertical wood cladding, a compound plan, and variable rooflines. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 1012 Gaston Avenue was constructed in 1940 for Henry and Dorothy B. Taylor. Henry Taylor worked as a 
travel agent and salesman, and Dorothy Taylor instructed briefly at the University of Texas. The Taylors had three daughters, 
and were the home’s sole occupants until at least 1959. 

DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the proposed 
project: 

Repair and alterations 
1. General standards 
The proposed project does not remove intact historic material from the house’s exterior, though the added slurry finish will 
obscure original brick. The remainder of the work is confined mostly to replacement elements and previous additions. 

4. Exterior walls and trim 
See 1.  

5. Windows, doors, and screens 
While the project proposes window replacements throughout, existing openings will be retained. Existing windows appear 
non-original. The new entrance may be visible from the street.  

Residential additions 
1. Location 
The proposed addition is appropriately sited to the rear-side of the building. 

2. Scale, massing, and height 
The proposed addition is one story in height, with simple massing and an appropriate scale. It does not affect the building’s 
overall form as viewed from the street.  

3. Design and style 
The proposed addition is simple in design. While it is compatible with the existing building, it is not well-differentiated 
from the existing fabric.  

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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4. Roofs 
The proposed roof form and materials are compatible with the existing roof. The exposed rafter tails are somewhat 
inappropriate, as they are a Craftsman detail that does not mesh well with the house’s design.  

5. Exterior walls 
The proposed vertical siding appears mostly appropriate.  

6. Windows, screens, and doors 
Proposed fenestration at the addition is appropriate.  

Summary 
The project meets some of the applicable standards. It does not fully meet Repair and alterations: 1 or Residential additions: 
3 and 4.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district. 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate to low integrity. A portion of the building was demolished for an addition in 

2006. Cladding and windows have been replaced. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance. 
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on and release plans.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
 

    
Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, January 2023 

1959 Henry W. and Dorothy B. Taylor, owners 

1955 Henry W. and Dorothy B. Taylor, owners 
Traveling businessman 

1952 Henry W. and Dorothy B. Taylor, owners 

1947 Henry W. and Dorothy B. Taylor, owners 

1944 Henry W. and Dorothy B. Taylor, owners 
United States Army 
Instructor at the University of Texas 

1941 Henry W. and Dorothy B. Taylor, owners 
Manager at Mexican Journeys travel agcy 

Historical information 

 
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). 04 June 1956: 6. 

The Austin American (1914-1973); 12 June 1960: B14. 
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Permits 

 
Sewer service permit, 1940 

 
Water service permit, 1940 

 
Building permit, 1940 

Maps 

 
Sanborn map, 1962 
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