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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

FEBRUARY 1, 2022 
PR-2022-185768; GF-2023-002752 

 707 MERIDEN LANE  
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1931 residence and detached garage.  

ARCHITECTURE 

707 Meriden Lane is a one- and one-half-story Craftsman house with a partial-width porch sheltered by a clipped gable, 
horizontal wood siding, and paired 1:1 wood windows with 3:1 wood screens. Decorative details include exposed rafter 
tails and triangular brackets at the gable end.  The detached garage is a simple structure of board-and-batten with exposed 
rafter tails. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 707 Meriden Lane, first addressed as 707 Deep Eddy, was constructed in 1931 by R. C. Stovall, a real estate 
agent. His family lived in the home until they rented it to the hill family in 1935. By 1937, Devrix and Nettie Galloway had 
purchased the house. The Galloways owned and operated a sandwich shop on Congress Avenue. Their son, Devrix Jr., also 
worked at the shop while he lived at home. The Galloways divorced in the mid-1940s and sold the house to taxi company 
operator Carl E. Van Landingham and his wife, Elrena, who worked as a seamstress at Yaring’s Department Store. The Van 
Landinghams divorced in 1954, and the house became a rental property for mostly short-term occupants.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity. Some screens appear to have gone missing during 2022. Porch posts were 

replaced during the historic period.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of a modest Craftsman bungalow.  
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Strongly recommend rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation over demolition, but release the demolition permit 
upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Google Street View, 2022 
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Demolition permit application, 2022 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, January 2023 

1959 Dave Gilliam, renter 

1955 Address changed to 707 Deep Eddy Ave. 
Glendon F. and Jerry H. Bushong, renters 
Contractor  

1952 Carl E. Van Landingham, renter 
Elrena F. Van Landingham, renter 
Alterations, Yaring’s 

1947 Carl E. and Elrena Van Landingham, renters 
Operator, American Taxi 

1944 Carl E. and Elrena Van Landingham, renters 

1941 Devrix Marshall and Nettie Galloway, renters 
Galloway’s Sandwich Shop 

1937 Devrix Marshall and Nettie Galloway, renters 
Galloway’s Sandwich Shop 
Devrix Marshall Galloway Jr. 
Employee, Galloway’s Sandwich Shop 

1932 Rufus C. Jr. and Emma J. Stovall Jr., owners 
Real estate  

1929 Address not listed 
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Historical information 

 
“Week's Building Total $48,856.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 28 June 1931: 12 

“Classified Ad 1 -- No Title.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 Dec 1932: 7. 

 
“HILL-WOMACK RITES QUIETLY SOLEMNIZED.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 29 July 1935: 8. 

 
“Other 9 -- No Title.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 Mar 1944: 8.   

“Obituary.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 21 Jan 1948: 2. 
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“Other 13 -- No Title.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 21 Dec 1954: 22. 

“Display Ad 236 -- No Title”. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 31 Jan 1957: 64.   

 
“Deaths and Services.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 23 May 1970: 18 
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Permits 

 
Water service permit, 1931 

 
Sewer service permit, 1957 

 
Building permit, 1974 

 
Building permit, 1974 
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