
City of Austin

Recommendation for Action

301 W. Second Street
Austin, TX

File #: 23-1028, Agenda Item #: 9. 2/9/2023���

Posting Language
Authorize execution of a construction contract for the 2018 Bond Stassney Lane/South Congress Avenue
Intersection Safety Improvement project, with Austin Underground, Inc. in the amount of $3,182,482 plus a
$318,249 contingency for a total contract amount not to exceed $3,500,730.

[Note: This contract will be awarded in compliance with City Code Chapter 2-9A (Minority Owned and Women
Owned Business Enterprise Procurement Program) by meeting the goals with 84.86% MBE and 1.57% WBE
participation].

Lead Department
Financial Services Department.

Managing Department
Austin Transportation Department.

Fiscal Note
Funding is available in the Capital Budget of the Austin Transportation Department.

Purchasing Language:
Lowest responsive bid of four bids received through a competitive Invitation for Bids solicitation. A complete
solicitation package, including the offers received, is available for viewing on the City’s Financial Services
website, Austin Finance Online. Link: Solicitation Documents
<https://financeonline.austintexas.gov/afo/account_services/solicitation/solicitation_details.cfm?sid=136241>.

Prior Council Action:
November 4, 2021 - Council approved Resolution No. 20211104-033 to execute a Local On-System
Improvement Agreement between the Texas Department of Transportation and the City of Austin.

For More Information:
Direct inquiries to Shawn Willett, at 512-974-2021, Garrett Cox, at 512-974-9423, or the Program Consultant,
Manuel Gallegos, at 512-974-6575.

Additional Backup Information:
The project will implement critical safety and multi-modal improvements on South Congress Avenue between
Mockingbird Lane and Little Texas Lane, funded through the 2018 Mobility Bond. The project is designed to
reduce crashes for all transportation modes, increase safety, and improve mobility and accessibility for those
walking, riding bicycles, or taking transit. The scope of work includes adding a second left turning lane for
vehicles traveling on southbound South Congress Avenue to eastbound Stassney Lane, new raised concrete
medians on South Congress Avenue, a new left turn lane on northbound South Congress Avenue to Ainsworth
Street, modify existing triangular median islands at the northeast and southeast corners to slow right turn
speed, six new Capital Metro bus stops, new high-quality separated bicycle and pedestrian paths, new
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American with Disabilities Act compliant curb ramps, signal infrastructure and timing upgrades to improve
operations, new pavement surface treatment, and new permanent markings, including new high-visibility
crosswalks and signage.

To date, the Austin Transportation Department (ATD) has completed construction of safety improvements at
19 high-crash intersections throughout Austin, funded by various sources. Early results from completed
projects show a 30% overall reduction in total crashes and a significant reduction in serious injury crashes.

The Texas Department of Transportation has jurisdiction over this portion of South Congress Avenue. ATD
received a Letter of Authority on July 15, 2022, with the approval to issue a construction contract to construct
this project. A Local On-System Improvement Project Agreement was also executed on January 17, 2022.

ATD has communicated with individual Council offices and the public regarding the scope of these intersection
safety projects. Information regarding these projects is also publicly available on the City’s Capital Projects
Explorer and the Mobility Bond websites. Prior to construction, ATD will communicate with neighboring
businesses and residents using mailings, social media outreach, and press releases to inform the public about
upcoming work.

A delay in issuing this contract may affect the delivery of critical safety and multi-modal improvements at this
intersection in Austin.

Due to the potential for unforeseen issues presented at the time of construction, a 10% contingency in funding
has been included to allow for the expeditious processing of any change orders. A contingency is an additional
amount of money added to the construction budget to cover any unforeseen construction costs associated with
the project.

Construction is expected to begin Spring 2023, and the approximate project duration is 10 months, barring no
weather delays or other unforeseen circumstances.

This project is located within zip code 78744 (Districts 2, 3).

Austin Underground, Inc. is located in Lago Vista, Texas.

Strategic Outcome(s):
Mobility, Safety.
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