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Urban Trails Management

Programming

Trail Stewards Placemaking Temporary Activation
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Urban Trails Maintenance

ADA Transition Plan

» Complete an ADA assessment of all urban trails
Proactive Maintenance Plan

» Define management roles and responsibilities

« Establish maintenance standards

* Annual evaluation report

 Performance measures
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Sidewalks, Crossings, and Shared Streets Plan

» Prioritize equity in the completion and maintenance of the pedestrian network by allocating more resources in

areas of historical inequity and ongoing vulnerability.

Provide safe, comfortable, and
accessible pedestrian passage along

and across every public street.

Collaborate with public and private
partners using a Complete Streets
approach to improving the pedestrian

network
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Equity and Pedestrian Safety
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Pedestrian High Injury Network "HIN" and
Medium-High to Most Vulnerable Equity
Analysis Zones "Focus EAZs"
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Snapshot of the current
sidewalk network:

2,800 miles of existing sidewalk

Approximately 1,500 miles of
absent sidewalk*

61% of properties are on streets
with existing sidewalks*

Equity and
Pedestrian~ "
Access

51% of properties are connected
by sidewalks to schools**

35% of properties are connected
by sidewalks to transit**

207 of properties are connected
by sidewalks to groceries and
other food sources**

*City policy is to address sidewalk gaps on both sides of arterial and
collector streets, and on one side of existing residential streets. Streets
labeled as “absent sidewalk” do not meet these conditions.

**Percent of properties within two miles of a school, 0.25 miles of a transit
stop, and 0.25 miles of a place to buy groceries that are connected to those
places by the existing sidewalk network.

17
Figure 2-1. Snapshot of the Current Sidewalk Network



Completing the Pedestrian Network
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What does it mean when we say that Austin has the need for an additional approximately 1,500 miles of pedestrian network?

All streets have two
frontages, one on each

side of the street: There are different ways of providing pedestrian access based on the type of street:

HIHH|E

\ R On most streets, sidewalk

j;.?,’,'_ is required on both

I sides to complete the
pedestrian network.

/
E £

On low-traffic residential
streets in existing
neighborhoods*,

sidewalk is only required

on one side to complete
the pedestrian network.

On low-traffic residential
streets in existing
neighborhoods, shared
streets can be provided
instead of sidewalks.
They provide access to
both frontages.

*Sidewalks are generally required on both sides of all streets in new 18
development, which reflects best practices for pedestrian safety and comfort.
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What we heard about
shared streets

In addition to testing the concept via pilot
projects and collecting feedback (described
on the following pages), citywide surveys
and pop-up tabling at community events
were used to explain and gather feedback
on the concept.

Overall, 80% of respondents said they
strongly support or somewhat support the
concept of shared streets. 82% of focus

population respondents said they strongly
or somewhat support the concept.

19
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Sidewalk and Shared Streets Network

Planned
Shared
Street”

17%

Planned
Sidewalk

19%

Network

Completion

Existing
Sidewalk
64%

Frontage Mileage

3000

2500
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1500

1000

500

Existing Planned Planned
Sidewalk Sidewalk Shared Street”

*740 frontage miles of shared street equate to 370 miles of shared
street. One mile of shared street addresses two frontage miles. 2
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Crossings and Crossing Gaps

Snapshot of Pedestrian Crossings Features in Austin
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Sidewalks, Crossings, and Shared Streets
Key Targets and Indicators

1 000/0 ACHIEVE & MAINTAIN
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On-Street

Bicycle Plan ;
Two Central Challenges §

s wmw 2 | . . :v"/ ] I
Protected Bicycle Lanes All Ages and Abilities
Protected Intersections Bicycle Network
agm .
1) Mobility Choice

» Giving people mobility choice through safe places to ride bicycles, scooters, tricycles,
motorized wheelchairs and other micromobility devices

» Top strategy of building the All Ages and Abilities Bicycle Priority Network (AAA
Network) is well underway but has a long way to go
2) Who has Access to Mobility Choice

» The affordability and displacement crisis deeply affects who has access to this mobility
choice

 Particularly for those who are most vulnerable who are being displaced to disconnected
and car dependent areas or unhoused

P |
&

» Addressing this crisis is necessary to have equitable outcomes
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Bicycle Plan
Updated Network and Prioritization

« AAA Bicycle Network additions were
focused on equity and connections to
transit, corridor and other projects

* Three new prioritization themes;

‘

SStatenw TR
S
A\

\\ ;

Connections to...
* Neighborhood Destinations

* Nature
« City-wide Destinations
* New prioritization model
« A model that includes factors related S
equity, travel demand, destinations, ~/j« AR
density, transit, network deficiency, and VAN R T
cost ¢
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Bicycle Plan
New Focus Areas

* Need to manage affordability and
displacement

* Integrated land, affordability, mobility planning
for holistic outcomes

Feeding transit (Project Connect and existing
bus service)

Expanding access to electric bikes

Climate, resiliency, shade, greening streets,
and water management

Improving quality of bicycle network
(intersections and physical protection)

Better social support services




ATXWBR - Next Steps

Boards and Commissions (Feb — March)

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Councils —
February 6

Urban Transportation Commission — February 7
Zoning and Platting Commission — February 21
Joint Sustainability Committee — February 22
Joint Inclusion Committee — February 22

Planning Commission — Initial Briefing February 28
Council Mobility Committee — March 2
Comprehensive Plan Joint Committee — March 23

27 of 29

Public comment deadline: March 20
AustinTexas.qgov/ATXWBR-Getlnvolved

Planning Commission Recommendation:
April

Council Public Hearing and Action:

Anticipated in May

L, atx
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https://www.austintexas.gov/content/joint-sustainability-committee
https://www.austintexas.gov/content/joint-inclusion-committee
https://www.austintexas.gov/content/planning-commission
https://www.austintexas.gov/department/mobility-committee
https://www.austintexas.gov/department/mobility-committee
http://www.austintexas.gov/ATXWBR-GetInvolved
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ATXWBR - Conclusion

While there are big challenges and much work to do, there is significant

opportunity in implementing strategies from these three Plans:

» Studies show that people who walk and bike as part of their daily lives are healthier and
happier

» Connecting these networks, giving people mode choice, and shifting travel behavior is a

top priority of the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan

» Providing accessible transportation choices will allow everyone to access the resources
they need to live, including people without access to a vehicle

 Building out these networks are an important part of addressing our climate and
affordability goals supporting the Climate Equity Plan, Austin Strategic Housing
Blueprint, the DRAFT Equitable Transit Oriented Development Plan, and Imagine Austin
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ATXWBR - Feedback

Plans and opportunity to provide comment is available online at
AustinTexas.gov/ATXWBR-Getlnvolved

Please provide feedback and any endorsements by March 20th

Contact staff directly at: atxwalkbikeroll@austintexas.gov
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http://www.austintexas.gov/ATXWBR-GetInvolved



