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I
ZILKER PARK

Notley/Monitor Poll:
Austinites can’t agree on
greatest park challenges or
solutions

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 BY
NINA HERNANDEZ

Austin residents regularly use city
parks but are divided over how they
should be maintained, according

to a January/February poll of 429
voters commissioned by Notley and
conducted by national pollster Change
Research for the Austin Monitor.

The poll comes as Austin leaders
continue to focus on parks and open
space and projects like the Texas
Capitol Complex and the Waterloo
Greenway, and as the city considers its
role in the Interstate 35 Capital Express
project. The city Is working with the
Texas Department of Transportation to
Incorporate open and park space Into
the designs for the section that will run
through Austin.

Zilker Park is undergoing a planning process called the Zilker Metropolitan Park
Vision Plan. What do you think is the most critical improvement that can be
made to Zilker Park?

Leave Zilker asis
1T Better transit, pedestrian, and biking access

Restoration of native plants,
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CALL TO ACTION [ Chapter

PP. 25-37

How well are the following facilities or amenities
meeting your and your family’s needs?

NATURAL AREAS 5%
NO OPINION
PARKING AREAS 9%
NO OPINION
PICNIC AREAS 17%
DOES NOT MEET NEEDS
SPORT COURTS OR FIELDS 15%
DOES NOT MEET NEEDS
TRAILS 13% 7%
DOES NOT MEET NEEDS ~ NO OPINION
WATER ACCESS POINTS It
FOR PERSONAL WATERCRAFT
WATERFRONT VIEWING AREAS 18
NO OPINION

£

If you DO NOT visit or avoid visiting Zilker Park, why?
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3% DIFFICULT TO ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WITH DIFFERENT ABILITIES

3% NO INTERESTING PROGRAMMING
3% FEEL UNWELCOME OR UNCOMFORTABLE

2% DOESN'T FEEL INCLUSIVE

5% TOO EXPENSIVE
5% LACK OF WIFI

54% Lack of Parking AL e Rl Rt SRS ok ns
- BARTON SPRI,N_GS SPILLWAY ON WEEKEi\IbDS‘?;;-»;_;. OSION - DEGRADATION AND ACCESSIBILITY
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND GOALS

Sustainability Accessibility

BARTON SPRINGS Tool M

e

AUSTIN CLIMATE EQUITY PLAN 2020

(Dt Baurmmaey Diovuirment for Putsi: Camment (4:02-20)

Zilker Park
Working Group

OUR PARKS
OUR FUTURE

AUSTIN PARKS & RECREATION

Austin Strategic
Mobility Plan
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Chapter 3

PP. 39-50

Nature and
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LONG RANGE PLAN

#wSafety &
" Mobility *

JUNE 2019

A @

2020-2030

Final Report

March 2017

1
Capital Metro Transit Development Plan:

onnections
—— 2025

ATRANSIT PLAN FOR THE FUTURE

£ METRO

‘ 512-369-6000

BA  feedback@connections2025.0rg

+

’
=’

=== =a 2y

)40 REGIONAL ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

ZILKER PARK

Natural Resource Inventory
& Management Guidelines

2015 ADA IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

.\vﬁ‘.&gibl’inbAustin

4 fice
Working for A Bartier Free City

Parks and Recreation Board Briefing | 5



I
ZILKER PARK VISION PLAN

Project Schedule

(101 Pop-Ups AW Chapter 5

24 Small Group Discussions
7 TAG Meetings

5 Virtual Meetings

1 In-Person Open House

6 Community Surveys

PP. 99-114

COMMUNITY

MEETING #3 5 PARB Working Group Meetings
\_ )

ALTERNATIVES

127 Zoom Participants

ZOZaESZO;(;ILFi’\;ertICipants FINAL DRAFT VISION PLAN oo ?
107 Questions/Comments
L PROJECT L SMALL GROUP T |r ----------- TAG MEETING 2R02E3VIEW AND ADOPTION
. KICK-OFF : DISCUSSIONS : SERIES #1 \
' FEB1ST | 16 DISCUSSIONS : 19 POP-UPS P POP-UP ! "o POP-UP . POP-UP
: : e 5 . SERIES #2 : . SERIES #3 . SERIES #4
: : ' MEETING | | 34 POP-UPS ! | 27 POP-UPS I 21POP-UPS
" " 1 : TAG MEETING-=-=-=-==-=-=- -: : ! : TAG MEETING - - - -: :
o o o ° o 6, © ol ° * >
FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
2021 ? AG - ¢ P . TAG MEETING 2022 t----SMALL GROUP
: el DISCUSSIONS
TAG KICK-OFF MEETING COMMUNITY COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 8 DISCUSSIONS COMMUNITY
MEETING #1 MEETING #2 MEETING #4 MEETING #5
INTRO TO THE PROJECT PROGRAMMING PLAN CONCEPTS DRAFT PLAN AND
.. .. o IMPLEMENTATION
140 Z.oom Partlcpa'nts 100 Zoom Parhqunts 177 Zoom Parthpants
14215F|z; IcveebszI Eia:/r:gs ﬁ[ir];[is[;a nts 16 53 Il_;\cl:ee tlaaooclalkpljcleclgpaar?it;pants ’IZZSFIif/ibF?ocT :(PLall\r/teicipants DEC 7 2022 - VIRTUAL
63 Questions/Comments 102 Questions/Comments 235 Questions/Comments DEC 10 2022 - IN PERSON
r- COMMUNITY SURVEY #3 r- COMMUNITY SURVEY #5 COMMUNITY SURVEY #6 --~
I AUG 10, 2021 - OCT 4, 2021 I FEB 15, 2022 - APR 10, 2022 NOV 15, 2022 - JAN 8, 2023 I
: 820 PARTICIPANTS : 708 PARTICIPANTS, 6,487 VIEWS, 858 COMMENTS :
I I I
e T — —_—

COMMUNITY SURVEY #1

l
l
DEC 4, 2020 - JUN 4, 2021 l
[

I
I
I
4,062 PARTICIPANTS, 10,253 VIEWS, 4,606 COMMENTS L

- COMMUNITY SURVEY #2 - COMMUNITY SURVEY #4

JUN 29, 2021 - JUL 31, 2021 OCT 25, 2021 - JAN 10, 2022
833 PARTICIPANTS, 370 COMMENTS 955 PARTICIPANTS, 3,902 VIEWS, 1,304 COMMENTS
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Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

IAP2 SPECTRUM OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

OO0

017,0

To work with the public to make
sure that concerns and aspirations
are considered and understood

To provide balanced and objective
information in a timely manner

To obtain feedback on analysis,
issues, alternatives, and decisions

‘We will keep you informed’ ‘We will work with you to ensure
your concerns and aspirations are
directly reflected in the decisions

made.

‘We will listen to and acknowledge
your concerns.’

Small Group Discussion

Pop-up

Board Display Adjacent Neighborhoods

Community Survey
Citywide Stakeholders Zilker Collective Impact

Working Group

Technical Advisory Group

Chapter 5
PP. 101-102

____________________________________________________

- Parks & Recreation Department i
- Austin Transportation Department :
- CapMetro
- Texas Department of Transportation :
- Public Works :
- Watershed Protection :
- Office of Real Estate Services :
- Communications and Public Information
- Austin Water :
- Austin Energy i
- Housing and Planning i
- Office of Sustainability i
- Austin Resource Recovery ;
- Austin Fire Department :
- Public Works Department :
- Watershed Protection Department :

____________________________________________________



I
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT Chapter 5

Community Meeting #5 and Survey #6 PP. 111-113

r Not in Austin
i - - District 1 COMMUNITY SURVEY #6
District 10 o District 2
2,898 Participants, 3,430
Comments, More than 2,300
Zoom Participants Commenters, 26,904 Views
District 3
District 9
Li\_le_ Pol_l
Participation About 30% of commenters
District 4

reside around Zilker Park
(Zip Code: 78704, 78745)

Open House
Attendees

District 8

&%
Questions/Comments
from Open House

There are more than 6,000
views on the draft walk
District 7 - - - District 6 through video.

OPEN HOUSE PARTICIPANTS

District 5




COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT .

Changes after Community Meeting #5 and Survey #6

Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

RO aEd Kept Rowing Dock in existing location Chapter 6

(51

PP. 119-120

nlf'"

'.5‘& g

Kept Disc Golf Course layout
and added Warm-Up Area

b
i y
q y,

|

Relocated and reduced Sports Area (--

Reduced the size of playscapes

Parks and Recreation Board Briefing | 9




EXTERNAL SHUTTLE ranter &
CONNECTING TRANSPORTATION HUBS AND EXTERNAL PARKING GARAGES PP, 157-158




I
ACCESSIBILITY AND MOBILITY

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION PP. 161-162

Chapter 6

EXISTING PROPOSED

Parking 2’450 Spaces 2 ,450 Spaces

rariing 1,300 2,450
Parking y Spaces y Spaces
Informal 1 1 50 O

Parking Y 4 Spaces Spaces

Sustainability

Accessibility

Impervious 3 6 2 ’
Cover Acres Acres

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Oy

WYY

Roads 20 9
N Acres
Parking Lots 1 2 52
n Acres
Programs 2 5
N Acres

19.9....
3.5 ...
10.87 ...

Nature and Ecology

@ Traffic Light Q Parking Garage

- : Street Parking along
@ Vehicular Stop Sign 0 Barton Springs Road
@ CapMetro Stop Surface Parking

O Internal Shuttle Shop

o Zilker Eagle Stop

Parks and Recreation Board Briefing | 11



I
ACCESSIBILITY AND MOBILITY Chapter 6

PROPOSED BARTON SPRINGS ROAD CONFIGURATION PP. 165-166

Sustainability

o

Accessibility

= IR EEEER AY

Nature and Ecology

12" Shared Path 5 3 86" 3 3 11 14" Median 11" 3 86" 3 % 12" Shared Path
Bike  Parking with Rain Garden Parking  Bike

59'-0” R.O.W.

60°-0” R.0O.W.
Existing Barton Springs Road Width

Parks and Recreation Board Briefing | 12



I
ACCESSIBILITY AND MOBILITY

PEDESTRIAN AND BIKE CIRCULATION

Chapter 6

PP. 163-164

Trailhead of Roy and Ann Butler
Hike and Bike Trail

Sustainability

Trailhead of Zilker
Nature Preserve

.-,
- -

-----
---------

-
______

______ Canopy Walk ih erralves Park.

Source: https://scalemag.online/architecture/the-canopy-walkway-in-serralves-park/

EXISTING PROPOSED

=== ——— - - e
e Waige ™ T et

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion & . TT=T

-
- e

——————
----------------

-
o

Violet Crown :_ - X Trailhead

L

___Trailhead ™™~ - ,’

. i Vehicular Network
Nature and Ecology | .= .-

-
--—
-
-

Loop Trail
= == Pedestrian and Bike Network
@ Pedestrian Crossing

Major Pedestrian/Bike Trail

Minor Pedestrian/Bike Trail

Parks and Recreation Board Briefing | 13



I
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT Chapter 6

THE UPLIFT IN ZILKER PARK PP. 167-178

EXISTING PROPOSED

Total Natural
Area 1 66 Acres 256 Acres +92 Acres

i, 96 14 18
Woodland Acres Acres + Acres
wetand ~ 09.6 382.6 13
Wetland 0 Acres N Acres + Acres
i 0.4,.  49.3 49
Savanna m Acres O Acres + Acres
Canopy 1 0

Enhancement ™ Acres +10 Acres
Green

Stormwater - 2 Acres +2 Acres

[ ]
Cover Acres 2 7 Acres Acres

Sustainability

. Upland Woodland aBg

.. Canopy Enhancement

1] e
A

. Riparian Wetland . Green Stormwater
Monkey Tree Lawn . Meadow/Savanna Meadow/Savanna

Parks and Recreation Board Briefing | 14



Sustainability

Nature and Ecology

EXISTING CONDITION

LANDCOVER

Upland'Wooedland
96lacres

[Pk Aree Widn
Riparian Wetland
69.6 acres

Meadow / Savanna --=
0.4 acres

STORED AND SEQUESTERED CARBON

64,066 tCO? Stored

Upland Woodland
-26,400/tCO?

Riparian Wetland
-23,273 tCO?

- 43,842 tCO? Net

Park Area with Regular Maintenance

A221%C0?

Meadow / Savanna

-26/tCO?

TOTAL CARBON IMPACT BY LANDCOVER

HARDSCAPE

Impervious Cover + 12,501 tCO2

SOFTSCAPE

Upland Woodland - 26,400 tCO?
Riparian Wetland - 21,035 tCO?2
Meadow / Savanna - 26 tCO?
Park Area with Regular Maintenance - 9,235 tCO2

EMITTED CARBON

14,833 tCO? Emitted

121186

Impervious Cover

PROPOSED CONDITION

LANDCOVER

[Park A Wikl
18 axces

Upland'Wooedland
114racres

Riparian Wetland
82.6 acres

Meadoew/
SENEINNE
4983F3¢cres

*-- Canopy Enhancement
10 acres

- --Drainage Enhancement
2 acres

STORED AND SEQUESTERED CARBON

71145 tCO? Stored

Upland Woodland
-31,351tCO?
Riparian Wetland
-27,620tCO?
Park Area with Regular Maintenance
Meadow / Savanna
-3,247/tCO?

Drainage Enhancement

- 56,025 tCO? Net

Chapter 6
PP. 177-178

TOTAL CARBON IMPACT BY LANDCOVER

HARDSCAPE

Impervious Cover + 9,823 tCO2
SOFTSCAPE

Upland Woodland - 31,351 tCO?
Riparian \Wetland - 27,620 tCO2
Meadow / Savanna - 3,247 tCQO?
Drainage Enhancement - 452 1CO2
Canopy Enhancement - 88 1CO2
Park Area with Regular Maintenance - 6,992 tCO?2

+28%

EMITTED CARBON

11104 tCO? Emitted

115270

-462tCO? I

Canopy Enhancement
-89tCO? I

Impervious Cover




Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

&
PEDESTRIAN

UNDERPASS

. L

_________

A ‘
FOR ZILKER EAGLE
TRAILHEAD OF ROY AN JANI

BUTLER HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL

'f,

Chapter 6

PP. 123-124

N



Chapter 6
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT ON LANDFILL AREA PP. 125-126

Accessibility

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology




Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

b

Nature and Ecology

Z( .+ PRESERVETRAIL
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Chapter 6
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Chapter 6
PP. 131-132
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Chapter 6
PP. 137-138

Sustainability

&R

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

F —
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Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

= =B | s Chapter6
ZILKER HILLSIDE THEATER P’ A 3 N MR | s : .  PP.133-134
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i Chapter6
PP, 143144 £

Sustainability

Accessibility

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology
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Sustainability

&R

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology
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* CONGES

" Chapter 6
L PP 149-150

Sustainability

7 SUNSHINE CAVP.
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Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology
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IMPLEMENTATION

PROJECTS
ADMINISTRATION

ANNUAL BUDGET/
MAINTENANCE REVIEW

DIVERSE VENDORS AND
OFFERINGS

ESTABLISHING
PARTNERSHIPS

ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT

DRAINAGE
IMPROVEMENTS

RESTORATION OF OLD
ZILKER HILLSIDE AREA

INVASIVE PLANT CONTROL

RESTORATION OF BARTON
CREEK BANKS

ZILKER PARK UMBRELLA
ORGANIZATION

DEPARTMENTAL
PARTNERSHIPS

RESTORATION OF
LANDFILL AREA

MITIGATION OF EROSION
ISSUES

RESTORATION OF POLO
FIELD

TREE CANOPY
ENHANCEMENT

ACCESSIBILITY

STRATFORD DR
REALIGNMENT

ZILKER TRAILHEAD
WAYFINDING DESIGN
CANOPY WALK

REMOVAL OF SURFACE
PARKING

UNDERGROUND PARKING
GARAGE

FACILITY/PROGRAM

ENHANCEMENT OF
EXISTING PLAYGROUND

PLAYGROUND NEAR THE
LAND BRIDGE

NATURE PLAY

ADDITIONAL RESTROOMS

ADDITIONAL AND
RELOCATION OF BRIDGES
ALONG BARTON CREEK

CLOSING LOU NEFF ROAD
TO VEHICLES

INTERNAL SHUTTLE

ADDITIONAL TRAILS

BARTON SPRINGS ROAD
IMPROVEMENTS

BARTON CREEK WATER
ACCESS

NEW PICNIC AREA WITH
CONCESSION

SPORTS AREA

LAND BRIDGE

CLOSING ANDREW ZILKER
ROAD FOR VEHICLES

PED/BIKE BRIDGE ON LBL

EXTENDED ZILKER EAGLE
ROUTE

PARKING GARAGE(S)

NEW TRAILHEAD TO
NATURE PRESERVE

EXTERNAL SHUTTLE

SOUTH SIDE NEW PLAY
AREAS

WELCOME PLAZA

ZILKER HILLSIDE THEATER

INTERPRETIVE STORYLINE

Parks and Recreati

Chapter 7

PP. 201-202
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I
IMPLEMENTATION Chapter 7

COST AND BENEFIT RELATION PP. 205-206

HIGHER BENEFIT / LOWER COST HIGHER BENEFIT / HIGHER COST

HIGHER BENEFIT

A
1
7 Mitigation of Erosion Issues :
1
Interpretive Storyline
. i i Tree Canopy Enhancement i Restoration of Barton Creek Bank Underground Parking Garage
Zilker Trailhead to Butler Hike and Bike Trail | :
i : !
New Trailhead to Zilker Nature Preserve . Barton Creek Water Access : Restoration of Polo Field Land Bridge Parking Garage
' i 1 i
Additional Trails \
H agn 1
: | Additional | : I Ped/Bike Bridge on Lady Bird Lake Restoration of Landfill Area
Barton Springs Road Improvements Restrooms 5 Drainage Improvements 1
' 1
Additional and relocation of Bridges along Wayfinding Design Internal Shuttle i Extended Zilker Eagle Route Zilker Hillside Theater
Barton Creek : |
1
| External Shuttle :
' South Side New Play Areas |
| : Welcome Plaza
1
Nature Play :
Enhancement of Existing Playground : Sports Area
Closing Lou Neff Road for Vehicles ! .
: : Stratford Dr
Closing Andrew Zilker Road for Vehicles : Realignment
i : '
1
; Invasive Plant Control !
LOWER COST : ?
g | | | HIGHER COST
: : 1 : :
e e e e o USSP N
| = I | |
(=] (=) : :
8 8
) (=)
g 2
® hid 1
: : 1
1
1
1
: 1
New Trailhead to Nature Preserve Restoration of Old Zilker Hillside Theater :
’ area 1
1
1
1
: Canopy walk
1
1
LOWER BENEFIT
LOWER BENEFIT / LOWER COST LOWER BENEFIT / HIGHER COST
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I
IMPLEMENTATION

PROJECT TIMELINE

YEAR 1-3

Establishing Partnerships

Restoration of Barton
Creek Banks

External Shuttle

Additional Restrooms

Drainage Improvements

Wayfinding Design

Mitigation of erosion
issues

Zilker Park Non-profit
Organization

Tree Canopy Enhancement

Invasive Plant Control

Departmental Partnerships

Barton Springs Road
Improvements

Barton Creek Water Access

Internal Shuttle

Closing Lou Neff Road for
Vehicles

South side new
playgrounds

Nature Play

Interpretive Storyline

NEAR TERM

Land Bridge

Closing Andrew Zilker
Road for Vehicles

Restoration of Old Zilker
Hillside Theater Area

Enhancement of existing
playground

Removal of Surface Parking

Zilker Hillside Theater

Underground Parking
Garage

Restoration of Polo Field

Additional Trails

MID TERM

Parking Garage(s)

Restoration of Landfill Area

Additional and relocation
of Bridges along Barton
Creek

Welcome Plaza

Zilker trailhead to Butler
Hike and Bike Trail

New Trailhead to Nature
Preserve

Ped/Bike Bridge on Lady
Bird Lake

Welcome Plaza

Extended Zilker Eagle
Route

Sports Area

Chapter 7

PP. 207-208

LONG TERM

Canopy Walk

Stratford Dr Realignment
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CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS

IMPACT OF THE VISION PLAN

REVIEW AND ADOPTION

: : + ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION + PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
Balancing Competing - URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ~ + MOBILITY COMMITTEE
Interests - DESIGN COMMISSION . CITY COUNCIL

Urbanizing Recreation JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

Within a Historic Context

Ensuring Equity, Diversity

and Inclusivity - A \ £

Linking Programming, i n IR '
Funding and Maintenance  Zilker Metropolitan Park Vision Plan Website

https://www.austintexas.gov/ZilkerVision

Improving Mobllity to and
Inside the Park

° JContact Informétion

Gregory Montes: “
ZilkerVision @austintexas.gov I\ &

k)
1_'%

Protecting the Ecological
Heritage of Zilker

0O
14
RECREATION VD ED

DESIGNWORKSHO




