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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

MARCH 1, 2022 
PR-2023-005025; GF-2023-013752 

 3305 DUVAL STREET A & B/3303 DUVAL ST. A & B/501 HARRIS AVE.   
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1936 duplex and ca. 1947 rear apartment.  

ARCHITECTURE 
Two-story L-plan duplex with cross-gabled roof, asbestos siding, cornice returns, partial-width porch supported by boxed 
columns, and screened windows. Two-story Colonial Revival apartment with horzizontal wood siding, decorative bracketed 
hoods over first- and second-floor entryways, and screened windows.  

RESEARCH   
The buildings at 3305 Duval Street, addressed alternately as 3303 A & B Duval Street and 501 Harris Avenue, were built around 
1936 and 1947 as a garage apartment and a duplex. While limited information on renters was available via City directories, notable 
early residents include Major General James Edward and Estelle Taylor. James E.Taylor, a lifelong National Guardsman who 
published newspapers in Kerens and Corsicana and served two terms in the Texas House of Representatives before he was 
mobilized during World War II, received silver and bronze stars for his actions in the European theater. 1 

After the war, Taylor served in the Texas Senate from 1945-1949. According to Taylor’s obituary, his work as Chairman of the 
Gilmer-Atkin Committee for improving education among children of different racial and socioeconomic backgrounds was his 
most impactful contribution as a senator. He resigned in 1949 to lead the Texas Motor Transportation Association, a truck and 
bus organization.2  

In 1953, shortly after miving to the house on Duval Street, Taylor was promoted to Brigadier General and made Commanding 
General of the Guard’s 36th Division Artillery. He held this position until 1961, when he was made Major General and appointed 
as the Adjutant General of Texas.3 The Taylors lived at 3305 Duval Street until around 1959, when they purchased a house on 
Rockmoor Avenue.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
The 2021 North Loop-Hancock-Boggy Creek survey lists the property as a medium priority. 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and determined 

that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The buildings are constructed with Colonial Revival and Minimal Traditional influences.  
b. Historical association. The property is associated with Major General James E. Taylor, Texas State Senator and 

Adjutant General of Texas. However, his tenure at the house is relatively short. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human history 

or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or 
historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Consider whether Major General James E. Taylor’s association with the house is sufficient to initiate historic zoning. 
Should the Commission decide against initiation, require a City of Austin Documentation Package prior to demolition 
permit release.   

 
1 Texas Legislative Reference Library, https://lrl.texas.gov/legeleaders/members/memberdisplay.cfm?memberID=1264 
2 Obituary. Texas State Preservation Board, https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp 
3 Texas Legislative Reference Library, https://lrl.texas.gov/legeleaders/members/memberdisplay.cfm?memberID=1264 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 

 

 
Google Street View, 2022 
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https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/3305-Duval-St_Austin_TX_78705_M72723-73109 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, January 2023 

1959 Evangeline E. Lane, renter 

1955 General James E. and Estelle Taylor, renters 
Executive director for Texas Motor Transportation Association Incorporated 

1952 James E. and Estelle Taylor, renters 
Executive secretary for Texas Motor Transportation Association Incorporated 

 

Historical information 

 
Classified Ad 2 -- No Title, The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 04 Apr 1935: 11. 
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https://lrl.texas.gov/scanned/members/bios/Taylor_James_E.pdf 

https://lrl.texas.gov/scanned/members/bios/Taylor_James_E.pdf
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Obituary. Texas State Preservation Board, https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp  

 

 

https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp
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 “Rep. Taylor Celebrates Birthday By Announcing for Senate.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 29 June 1941: 15. 
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“Col. Taylor, 36th Commander Dec. 31, Traveled Fast and Far for 49th Session.” WELDON HART, The Austin 

Statesman (1921-1973); 16 Jan 1945: 6.   
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“Elected to Senate From 36th, Taylor To Seek Re-Election” American-Statesman Capitol Staff.  The Austin American 

(1914-1973); 27 Jan 1946: 4. 
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“Alternate Teachers' Pay Bill Offered by Taylor.” WELDON HART, The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 04 Mar 1947: 1.   
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“EDUCATION COMMITTEE PICKS JAMES E. TAYLOR CHAIRMAN.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 July 

1947: 1. 
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“LEGISLATORS DEMAND TAYLOR RESIGN.”  The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 07 Aug 1947: 1.   
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“Governor 'Doesn't Intend' to Appear In Court on Taylor Impeachment Suit.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 09 Sep 

1947: 1. 

    
“Taylor Favors Open Meetings Of State Boards.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 19 Oct 1947: 1 
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“Taylor Calls School System 'Sloppy'.”The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 06 Jan 1949: 12.   
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“National Guard Officers Attend School at Fort.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 01 June 1955: 17. 

Marriage Announcement 2 -- No Title. The Austin American (1914-1973); 19 May 1957: C2. 
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“James Taylor Resigns Adjutant General Post.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 Dec 1961: 1. 

“Guard Group Will Honor Jim Taylor.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 21 July 1962: 7. 
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Texas Legislative Reference Library, https://lrl.texas.gov/legeleaders/members/memberdisplay.cfm?memberID=1264  

Permits 

 

 
Water tap permit, 1935 

https://lrl.texas.gov/legeleaders/members/memberdisplay.cfm?memberID=1264
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Sewer tap permit, 1936 

 
Building permit, 1947 

Maps 

 
Sanborn maps, 1962 and 1935 

 


	Proposal
	Architecture
	Research
	Property Evaluation
	Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

	Staff Recommendation
	Location Map
	Property Information
	Photos
	Occupancy History


