
February 7, 2023          [March 7, 2023 Change 1 - Agenda Item 2: Discussion/Possible Action] 
 
Memorandum for African-American Resource Advisory Commission Chair Elaina Fowler and Members 
 

THRU Staff Liaison Linda Hayes, Economic Development Department lindak.hayes@austintexas.gov (512.974.6282)  
 

 

Subject: $1M Austin Public Library Black Educator FY 2024 Budget Request for a Vendor Purchasing Exception to Policy Pilot 
 
 
1. Statutory Authority: Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (“Title VI”) “is a Federal statute and provides that no person shall, 
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance” (FTA C 4702.1B, 2012, Ch. I-7). “Every 
transportation agency receiving Federal aid financial assistance must be unbiased in its actions. It must also promote fairness in 
all employment and contracting practices and in making decisions allocating transportation services” (FHWA, 2016). 
 
2. FY24 City of Austin Budget: Request $1M for Austin Public Library (“APL”) to order materials (e.g., films, self-published books) 
by Black authors not stocked by its vendors. Before rejecting a patron’s Black request, the $1M fund will be used to purchase, on 
average, four copies of the resource (≈$25 each). Despite Austin City Council’s March 4, 2021 hollow apology, Northeast Blacks 
wait 60 minutes for the bus—about ¼-mile from Austin-Area Urban League on Route 339 to Craigwood and 233-Colony Park, ten 
times longer than South/West/Central whites and Southeast/Dove Springs Hispanics—denying access to jobs, healthcare, schools, 
and libraries. Discriminatory routes undergird $10B Project Connect/light rail which will segregate Austin for centuries. For a 
decade, Community Advancement Network’s Austin-Travis County Dashboard noted Blacks were the worst in 17 indicators (e.g., 
health, education, incarceration). African-Americans are also over six times more likely to experience homelessness (ECHO, 2022).   
 

3. Justification: African-American Resource Advisory Commission (“AARAC) Discussion/Possible Action (Items 2: Director 
Adrienne Sturrup, Austin Public Health; 3: Interim Equity Director Kellee Coleman). February 9, 2023 Austin City Council (“Council”) 
will approve Hope Medical Clinic/Get Up Project’s $200K Asian/Pacific-Islander “health education and navigation[.]” Item 32: Out 
Youth’s mental health contract totals $500K. Save for past African-American Youth Harvest Foundation contracts, few Black P-20 
contracts exist, transparently. Culturally-Relevant Pedagogy provides educators a framework to address Black students’ mental 
health needs through books. On January 26, 2023 Austin Public Health supplanted Austin Independent School District ’s (“AISD”) 
Budget, renewing social service contracts that duplicated American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”), Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (“ESSER”) items funded for underrepresented students who qualify for free or reduced lunch. AISD’s ESSR III 
allocation was $155.64M for 2019 Novel Coronavirus Pandemic COVID-19 learning loss (e.g., tutoring, parent outreach). Another 
unintended consequence is that Council approved $5,717,654 for “afterschool programming for youth” but only $150K “to provide 
tutoring and academic support for youth” (Total: $1.8M). On February 6, 2023 Texas Education Agency Commissioner Mike Morath 
briefed Texas Senate Finance Committee noting the $20.5B Federal COVID funds disbursed throughout the state. To the extent 
APH will continue supplanting AISD’s Budget, focus needs to be on providing academic resources for independent study, 
homeschooling, and mental health solace. In light of pending curriculum bills, library books will fill a critical void. Appendices A-C. 
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4. Catalyst: APL only approved 2 of 8 books and one video by Black authors from December 22, 2020 to January 6, 2023. I 
engaged the process Director Roosevelt Weeks noted when he briefed AARAC October 4, 2022. That agenda noted the FY24 
Budget Deadline as sometime in March 2023. Rejection reply noted, “This title is not available from our vendors. It may be available 
in other formats in the library catalog. You may also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan.” In search of The Uncommons 
comic book by Tony Weaver—a Black male listed on Forbes 30 Under 30 list in 2018, I tried interlibrary loan but only one copy 
existed at the University of Michigan—outside the APL boundary. I followed-up with Director Weeks and stated the importance of 
the book went beyond the cover. Weaver attempted suicide in junior high. His backstory was as powerful as his Forbes success. 
In the end, APL approved ordering his book. Other invaluable resources, however, were not approved. Some Black History stories 
are cost-prohibitive—too expensive for the average family to purchase. Arc of Justice is a story about the “first community land 
trust.” The DVD, however, costs $89. All too often Black books and resources are overpriced. I, therefore, seek $1M for a Pilot to 
purchase resources that would otherwise deny African-Americans from knowing our history. Appendix C notes Suggested Titles. 
 
5. Draft Resolution: Text below includes 2016 AARAC Budget Resolution 20160713-006A for Asian Quality of Life Commission. 
 

FY 2024 BUDGET RECOMMENDATION NO. 2023_____-____ 
of the 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMISSION 
for 

Austin City Council 
 
WHEREAS, the African-American Resource Advisory Commission (the “Commission”) is authorized by Austin City Code § 2-1-
101 to advise the city council on issues related to the quality of life for the City’s African-American community; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Commission is specifically authorized to recommend programs designed to alleviate any inequities that may 
confront African Americans in social, economic, and vocational pursuits, including (1) health care; (2) housing, including affordable 
housing, home ownership, and homelessness; (3) entertainment opportunities for professionals and students; (4) employment; 
and (5) cultural venues, including museums, theaters, art galleries, and music venues; and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed 2016 Asian Quality of Life $3.87M Budget Recommendation supported various departments and 
services to meet the demands of the fast-growing Asian-American community which had the highest income average ($101,699)—
nearly twice that of Black families ($50,820), according to The Austin Monitor June 23, 2016, supported 12-0 by the Commission 
July 13, 2016; and 
 

WHEREAS, the June 3, 2018 Cap Remap 52 route changes eliminated Northeast-west connectivity, forcing Blacks to wait 60 
minutes for a bus—10 times longer than South/West/Central whites and Southeast/Dove Springs Hispanics—denying jobs, health 
care, schools, and library access. See AARAC Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 Recommendation: 20190205-06.d; and  
 

WHEREAS, the 2019 Novel Coronavirus Pandemic unearthed disparate impacts rooted in systemic inequities since the 1928 City 
Plan that redlined Blacks east of Interstate-35 (“I-35”) for services, Austin Public Health continues to update Austin-Travis County 
and KAZI listeners that only 33% of Blacks got the COVID-19 vaccine while Hispanics got $100 Visa card incentives per shot; and  
 

WHEREAS, the March 4, 2021 Council apology admitted that “since its inception, Austin, Texas has depended on the agriculture 
of black slaves and bonded servants, and in nearly 200 years of progress Austin has yet to address or fully commit to allowing 
Black residents equal opportunities to enjoy this advancement;” but, instead of the City Manager reporting on a Black Embassy 
August 1, 2021, the Equity Office secretly postponed the item, resulting in UT-Austin’s 2022 Dispossession Study; and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed literary pilot will empower Black Austinites and provide an APL After Dark quarterly event funding option. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COMMISSION HEREBY RECOMMENDS AS FOLLOWS:  
That the City Council of Austin, Texas approve the budget recommendation for Austin Public Library to create an African-American 
Vendor Purchasing Exception to Policy Pilot in the amount of $1M as a line item in addition to APL’s FY 2024 Budget.  

### 
Very respectfully,   

 
Zenobia C. Joseph  
e: zcjsph@aol.com 
 

Copy Furnished:  
Director Roosevelt Weeks, Austin Public Library 
    Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas.gov  

https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Account Preferences: Suggested Purchases 
Showing 8 suggestions. 

4 of 4 suggestions left 

 Add Suggestion 

The Adventures of Farad J. 
Not Approved 

Suggested: Jan 06, 2023 

Author: Farad J. Mills 

Format: Graphic Novel 

Audience: Teen 

Content: Fiction 

ISBN: Down Syndrome: http://faradjm.com/ 

Language: English 

Notes: Black Pearl Books does not stock “The Adventures of Farad J.” R&B singer Stephanie Mills’ 

son Farad has Down Syndrome. His graphic novel/prank comic book, written at age 16, aligns 

with Austin Public Library’s 6 Priorities: “Equity, Diversity, Inclusion” ($20). As a Black male, Farad 

illustrates the strength of persons with disabilities. His book would be an ideal APL display for 

Down Syndrome Awareness Month (October 2023)—designated in the 1980s. 
Show more  

This title is not available from our vendors. It may be available in other formats in the library catalog. You may 

also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan. If you need assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

The Uncommons: Volume 1 [First Edition] 
Approved 

Suggested: Jan 04, 2023 

Author: Tony Weaver, Jr. 

Format: Graphic Novel 

Audience: Teen 

Content: Fiction 

ISBN: Weird Enough Production (January 2020) 

Language: English 

Notes: “That feeling of not being quite right stuck with me[.] I was the weird kid. . . . I wanted to 

be strong like Batman, but I was bullied constantly.” Author Tony Weaver dressed up as 

characters “to be powerful, [but] I felt powerless. And as a teenager, I attempted suicide.” His 

comic book “The Uncommons” helps Black males and others face challenges with 400+ free 

teacher-created lesson pages online. 
Show more  

This title will be ordered. You will be able to place a hold when it appears in the library catalog . If you need 

assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

  

https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
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Inner City Miracle 
Not Approved 
Modified by staff 

Suggested: Nov 24, 2022 

Author: Judge Greg Mathis 

Format: Book 

Audience: Adult 

Content: Non-Fiction 

ISBN: 9780345446428 

Language: English 

Notes: Black males are overrepresented in the school-to-prison pipeline and Travis County jails. 

Judge Mathis’ memoir candidly tells of his conviction at 17 to success. Tried as an adult, he "plead 

guilty for carrying a gun.... a badge of honor." It wasn't until his mother’s jail visit to tell him she 

was dying of cancer, asking him to stop embarrassing her, that he got it together. His 2022 

Hollywood star makes purchasing used copies invaluable for APL’s Black History display/2002 

Copyright, $4.74 up. 

Show more  

This title is not available from our vendors. It may be available in other formats in the library 

catalog. You may also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan. If you need assistance, 

please Ask Us. 

Remove 

Arc of Justice: The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of a Beloved Community 
Not Approved 

Suggested: Mar 31, 2022 

Author: Directors Helen Cohen and Mark Lipman; New Day Films 

Format: DVD 

Audience: Adult 

Content: Non-Fiction 

Language: English 

Notes: New Communities Inc. (first community land trust) purchased 5,735 acres—an outgrowth 

of the Civil Rights Movement in Albany, Georgia in 1969. This was "the largest single track of land 

owned by African-Americans" in the United States. Only clips with the late Congressman John 

Lewis are online. “Arc of Justice” is in Kanopy's database but needs APL access. Please fund 

Kanopy access or purchase the DVD to fill this critical educational void. ($89): 

https://www.newday.com/film/arc-justice 
Show more  

This title is not available from our vendors. It may be available in other formats in the library catalog. You may 

also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan. If you need assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

Be Bold, Be Brave 
Not Approved 

Suggested: Mar 31, 2022 

Author: Leah Jefferies (10) 

Format: Book 

Audience: Children 

Content: Non-Fiction 

Language: English 

https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
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Notes: Author Leah Jefferies (10) is a Black girl who turned being bullied into an interactive book 

to help bullies become kind and other kids being bullied affirm their brilliance using 30 days of 

quotes. “Sometimes people call you dumb. Nope. I am brilliant! Think positive.” Her Aunt 

Dashana’s tagline "A Passport 2 Breathe” is on each page. Watch Leah on NBC Nightly News: Kids 

Edition (16:55): https://www.nbcnews.com/video/nightly-news-kids-edition-february-17-2022-

133419589901 [Lulu: $10]. 

Show more  
This title is not available from our vendors. It may be available in other formats in the library catalog. You may 

also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan. If you need assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

Lynching and Leisure: Race and the Transformation of Mob Violence in Texas 
Not Approved 

Suggested: Mar 26, 2022 

Author: Terry Anne Scott 

Format: Book 

Audience: Adult 

Content: Non-Fiction 

ISBN: 1682261891 and 978-1682261897 

Language: English 

Notes: “Terry Anne Scott examines how white Texans transformed lynching from a largely 

clandestine strategy of extralegal punishment into a form of racialized recreation in which 

crowd involvement was integral to the mode and methods of the violence.” Scott’s work 

contextualizes “Austin, Past & Present” research I conducted with educators in 2006 including 

KKK Congress Avenue primary sources. MN Historical Society YouTube: "Black Liberation 

Movement: Mirror of America" (UT's Dr. Peniel Joseph; Scott). 

Show more  
This title is not available from our vendors. It may be available in other formats in the library catalog. You may 

also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan. If you need assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

Me and My Afro 
Approved 

Suggested: Mar 19, 2021 

Author: Aiden M. Taylor 

Format: Picture Book 

Audience: Children 

Content: Non-Fiction 

ISBN: 9781735408507 

Language: English 

Notes: “People need like inspiration. They’re probably feeling down ’cause of the pandemic, like 

kids can’t play outside. They have to wear masks and that’s whack,” said author Aiden Taylor 

(11). “So I decided to make a book about self-love. And that’ll probably get them energetic and 

feeling much better.” In sum, “I want kids to love themself [sic] and love the way that they are—

love their hair and be a leader and not a follower” (Glassberg, 2020). Featured on NBC Nightly 

News-Kids Edition_3/18/2021. 

Show more  
This title will be ordered. You will be able to place a hold when it appears in the library catalog in 4-6 weeks. If 

you need assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask
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Standing on My Sisters' Shoulders 
Not Approved 

Suggested: Dec 22, 2020 

Author: Joan Sadoff, Dr. Robert Sadoff and Laura J. Lipson 

Format: Streaming Video 

Audience: Adult 

Content: Non-Fiction 

Language: English 

Notes: Fannie Lou Hamer: Unknown civil rights heroines will enrich K-12 curriculum (e.g., voting 

rights, Freedom Farm, Black History Month. Kanopy has an awesome online video selection, but 

my attempt to send APL an email did not go through: APL "doesn't offer Standing on My Sisters' 

Shoulders right now. Let them know[.]" wmm.com DVD: $89 Public Libraries. 

WorldCat has video streaming access: https://www.worldcat.org/title/standing-on-my-sisters-

shoulders/oclc/1098703218&referer=brief_results ~Thanks! 

Show more  
This title is not available in your requested format. It may be available in other formats in the library catalog. 

You may also be able to obtain a copy through interlibrary loan. If you need assistance, please Ask Us. 

Remove 

 

https://austin.bibliocommons.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/interlibrary-loan
https://library.austintexas.libanswers.com/ask

