
ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 20230307-10 

Date: March 7, 2023 

Subject: ATX Walk Bike Roll - Update of the Bikeways, Urban Trails and Sidewalks, Pedestrian 
Crossing and Shared Streets Plans 

Motioned By: Chair Barrera-Ramirez Seconded By: Vice-Chair Kiolbassa 

Recommendation 

See attached recommendation.  

Vote: 9-0 

For: Chair Barrera-Ramirez, Vice-Chair Kiolbassa, Commissioners, Boone, Denkler, Fouts, Greenberg, 
King, Smith and Stern. 

Against:  

Abstain: Commissioner Thompson 

Absent:  Commissioner Acosta 

Attest: 

Andrew D. Rivera 
Liaison to Zoning and Platting Commission 



 

 

Zoning and Platting Commission 
 

Resolution on ATX Walk Roll Bike Draft Plans 
 
Whereas, ATX Walk Bike Roll Draft Plans have been undertaken to update the Urban Trails, Sidewalks and 
Bikeways Plans, with the latter not having been updated since its creation in 2014; and 
 

Whereas, many of the cases heard by the Zoning and Planning Commission include those in suburban or 
rural areas without sufficient bicycle, trail, or sidewalk accommodations; and 
 

Whereas, provision of safe, accessible, active transportation infrastructure throughout the City is vital for the 
health of our city; and 
 

Whereas, public outreach is explicitly stated as part of the ATX Walk Bike Roll process in crafting these 
updates; and 
 

Whereas, one of the Bicycle Plan’s main goals it to increase mobility choices through building the All Ages 
and Abilities Bicycle Priority Network to connect neighborhoods, nature and points of interest; and 
 

Whereas, the ATX Bike Plans do not include specific criteria for choosing safe bike routes and lanes despite 
National Association of City Transportation Officials’ (NACTO) and other entities having established criteria 
for selecting and implementing bike facilities to “grow bicycling as a safe, equitable mode for the majority of 
people”; and 
 

Whereas, the Zoning and Platting Commission passed a unanimous recommendation in 2020 that included 
proposals to improve public engagement and specific suggestions for the Transportation Criteria Manual 
including determining when to employ speed humps on bicycle routes and ensuring safe intersections on 
bikeways including a maximum slope into an arterial; and 
 

Whereas, bollards that may cause difficulties for cyclists are used to separate bike lanes from car traffic; and 
 

Whereas, bicycle lanes in Austin have been established on substandard roads that have exacerbated safety 
issues. 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved: 
 

The City of Austin Zoning and Platting Commission encourages the City Council to recommend that the 
Bicycle Plans consider the feedback of directly affected stakeholders when determining a bike route and then 
creating a process to evaluate the impact and safety of the route after it has been installed; and  
 

Requests that existing bicycle use patterns such as schools’ bike trains be prioritized in developing All Ages 
and Abilities routes; and  
 

Asks that the Bike Plans enumerate and follow best practices in Improving Austin’s All Ages and Abilities 
network as established by NACTO and model cities such as Seattle; and 
 

Special attention be placed on determining minimum road widths for adding a bike lane, maximum slopes for 
All Ages and Abilities intersections, engineering bollards that are safe for cyclists and developing criteria for 
the installation of speed humps. 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Further Resolved: 
 

The collection of planning documents demonstrates effective and equitably distributed active transportation 
infrastructure throughout the City, requiring installation as redevelopment and reconstruction occurs; and 
 

Contain Key Performance Indicators for the provision of encouragement and educational programming to 
create a cultural shift that teaches our community to take advantage of existing and planned active 
transportation infrastructure; and 
 

Include the provision of adequate maintenance and lighting so as to permit safe and comfortable use of the 
existing and planned active transportation infrastructure. 
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