City of Austin - Historic Preservation Office
Historic Zoning Application Packet

A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
APPLICATION DATE: FILE NUMBER(S)
TENTATIVE HLC DATE;
TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE:
TENTATIVE CC DATE: CITY INITIATED: YES / NO
CASE MANAGER ROLLBACK: YES/NO
APPLICATION ACCEPTED BY:
BASIC PROJECT DATA:
1. OWNER'S NAME: Kenneth G. Koch and Nancy Bowles
2. PROJECT NAME: Lewallen House _ =
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): 1700 Hartford Road
ZIp 78703 COUNTY_Travis
IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N._S. E. W, (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
(ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH 1S
APPROXIMATELY DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.
AREA TO BE REZONED:
4. ACRES 1396 (OR) SQ.FT.6.078.94

5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES/SQ. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING
THAN 1)
SF-3 Residential .1396/6,078.94 Residential SF-3-H
RELATED CURRENT CASES:
6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES FILE NUMBER:
7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES/ FILE NUMBER:
8. SUBDIVISION? (YES FILE NUMBER:
9. SITE PLAN? (YES FILE NUMBER:

Adoptad Uscembar 2012



City of Austin - Historic Preservation Office
Historic Zoning Application Packet

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

10a. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE: Name: _Enfleld F

Block(s) Lot(s )_13 Outioi(s)
Number: 194

10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copies of certified field notes If subdivision reference is not available or
zoning includes partial lots)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL LD

11. VOLUME; 05952 PAGE: 00213 TAX PARCEL 1.0, NO. 0113040508
OTHER PROVISIONS:
12.1S PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE? |YES [NO
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD NP, etc) Capitol es
13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT?
14.1S A TIA REQUIRED? YES (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):
OWNERSHIP TYPE:
16. __SOLE _X COMMUNITY PROPERTY _ PARTNERSHIP __ CORPORATION TRUST

If ownership is other than sole or community property, list individuals/partners/principals below or attach separate sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

cImy:  Austin STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 78703
EMAIL ADDRESS:

16. OWNER ooﬁ'm:'r INF :

SIGNATURE: NAME: Kenneth G. Koch and Nancy Bowles

FIRM NAME: l G gii : 2’ TELEPHONE NUMBER“_
STREET ADDRESS: Road

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT RM A

SIGNATUREN 247 LE/ NAME: Tere O'Connell, AIA

FIRM NAME: O g TELEPHONE NUMBER: (§]2} 751-1374
STREET ADDRESS: 39 R 308

CITY: _Austin STATE: TX 2P CODE. 78751
CONTACT PERSON: TELEPHONE NUMBER: (312) 423-6841
EMAIL ADRESS:

Adapind Descembe 2013 7
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D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature atiesis to the fact that the aftached application package is complete and accuraia to the best of my

A - | understand that proper City staff review of this application Is depandent upon the accuracy of the information
mnﬁ:{j and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by medmy firmiato., may delay the proper review of
s application,

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

e Lldsner L Bzt

Tare O'Connell, AlA
Mame (Typed or Printed)

O'Connell Architecture, LLC
Firm (If applicable)

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As owner or authorized agent, my signatura authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND

INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.
a2 Ol 2512023

Signature Date
Mancy Bowles
Name (Typed or Printed)

Firm (if applicable)

Adogied Deoomber 2002 B
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E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

conceming
Subdivision Plat Motes, Deed Restrictions,
Rastrictive Covenants
and / or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

), _Tere O'Connell have checked for subdivision plat notes, deed
restrictions,

{Print e of apoicant)

restrictive covenanis and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses andior requiring certain
devalopment restrictions i.e. height, accass, screaning elc. an this property, located at

1700 Hartford Road, Auslin, Texas 78703
{Adceess of Lagal Descrpion)

If a conflict should result with the request | am submitting to tha City of Austin due o subdivision plal notas,
deed restrctions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibiity to resclve
it. | ako acknowiedge that | understand the implcations of use andior developmeni resirctions that are a
result of & subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or 2oning conditional overiays.

| understand that if requested, | must provide coples of any and all subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants andfor zoning condiflonal cverday information which may apply 1o this property.

Jellnnsl [P Loy 023
; (Date)

(Applicant's signature)

Acopipd Docamibigr 2012 a
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F. 1: Historical Documentation - Deed Chronology

Deed Research for (fl" in address) 1700 Hartford Road, AUStIn, TX 78703

List Deeds chronologically, beginning with earliest transaction first and proceeding through present ownership.
The first transaction listed should date at least back to when the original builder of any historic structures on
the site first acquired the property (i.e., should pre-date the construction of any buildings/structures on the
site). Please use the format delineated below.

For each transaction please include: name of Grantor/Grantee, date of transaction, legal description involved,
price, and volume/page number of deed records. If there is a mechanic's lien please copy the entire
document.

Adopted December 2012 10



Using City Directories available at the Austin History Center or other information available, please provide a

City of Austin - Historic Preservation Office
Historic Zoning Application Packet

F. 2: Historical Documentation - Occupancy History

Occupancy Research for (fill in address) 1700 Hartford Road

chronology of all occupants of the property from its construction to the present. For commercial property,
please provide residential information on business owner as well.

Year Owner/Occupant Occupation Source
1933 Rl and Dorothy Marie Parker Lewallen (o) 'Wholesale Grocer Sales/Home AAS Building Permit
Economics Teacher
1540 Rl and Dorothy Lewallen (o) 1840 Census
1847 RJ and Dorothy Lewallen (o) City Directory
1548 RJ and Dorothy Lewallen (o) Austin Statesman,
September 17, 1948
1949 M. H. Scott Bargs Bottling Co. employee 1949 City Directory
1951 Frank 1. and Virginia Von Zuben, Ir. (o) Chief of Sanitary Svs., State Austin Statesman, June
Department of Health 23, 1951
1952 Frank ). and Virginia Von Zuben, Ir. (o) City Directory
1954 Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Landreth Economics Professor? Austin Statesman,
Movember 3, 1954
1957 Vacant City Directory
1958 W.B. Andrews District Traffic Superintendent,  Austin Statesman, June
Southwestern Bell Telephone 3, 1958
Co.
1960 David 5. Dillman Unknown City Directory
1962 For Rent Austin Statesman, April
28, 1962
1965 Warren Bachelis UT Professor of Psychology City Directory
1969 Paul 5. Wood (o) University Student Austin Statesman,
October 31, 1969
1970 Paul 5. Wood (o) City Directory
1974 Robert R. Sechrest Unknown City Directory
1975 Sherry and lerry Matthews (o) Advertising Exec/English City Directory
Professor
1977  Kenneth Koch and Nancy Bowles (o) Attorney/Spanish Teacher Deed Records
2023 Kenneth Koch and Nancy Bowles (o)

Adopted December 2012
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Review of Property for Historic Landmark Designation
Lewallen House
1700 Hartford Road

Summary

The Lewallen House is a 1933 French Eclectic style dwelling that stands in the middle of the block on
Hartford Road where Cromwell Hill dead ends into Hartford. The neighborhood was originally part of
the George W. Spear League. Architect-designed buildings are intermingled with more modest
vernacular dwellings including period revival homes, bungalows, cottages and apartments.! The home
is a contributing building to the Old West Austin Historic District. Designed by prolific architect Edwin C.
Kreisle, its quaint architectural style and harmonious landscape features are a welcome respite as the
neighborhood continues to evolve with teardowns and new construction.

The period of significance is 1933-1949, when the home was designed by Edwin C. Kreisle for RJ “Red”
Lewallen and Dorothy Parker Lewallen. Kreisle was a practicing architect for almost 60 years and is
reported to have designed over 1,000 residences in and around Austin. He also designed many stores,
churches, fire stations and other public buildings.?

RJ Lewallen was an Austin businessman and community leader. He worked for Bremond Wholesale
Grocers for 27 years and was elected president of the Austin Chamber of Commerce in 1959. In 1964,
J.J. “Jake” Pickle asked Lewallen to manage his first campaign for Congress. He was regarded as a friend
and advisor to many, including Drayton McLane, Jr., a former owner of the Houston Astros.>

Statement of Significance

The Lewallen House demonstrates significance in the categories of Architecture as a beautiful example
of the French Eclectic style popular from 1915-1945, exhibiting elements popular throughout Old West
Austin. The house is also significant in the area of Historical Associations, for its association with prolific
architect Edwin C. Kreisle and owner RJ “Red” Lewallen and his wife Dorothy. The period of significance
is 1933-1949, the years during which the house was designed by Kreisle and occupied by the Lewallen’s
and their two children.

Architectural Description

The 1.5-story home at 1700 Hartford Road is a beautiful, intact example of the quaint French Eclectic
style houses built in the Old West Austin Historic neighborhood from the late 1920s through the
1930s. Built c. 1933, the property first appears on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1935. The home
is a distinct subtype of the French Eclectic style known as Towered as demonstrated by its prominent
round tower with a high, conical roof. The arched wooden door, located in the tower, has a half
stilted arch window and faces southeast. Three rounded steps with two curved handrails lead to the
front door and the stonework surrounding the door creates a charming main entrance, reminiscent
of a storybook cottage. The steeply pitched roof has a front gable that intersects with a hipped roof
behind the tower. While the home appears modest in size from the street view, the front fagade

1 0ld West Austin National Register nomination, Prewitt and Associates, Inc. June 10, 2003, Entered in the National Register of Historic
Places, September 12, 2003.

2 Architect Kreisle Succumbs. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). Jan. 3, 1971. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American
Statesman. Pg. A6

3 Austin leader ‘Red’ Lewallen dead at 90. Austin American-Statesman. Jan. 31, 1997. Pg. 73. Newspapers.com.
https://www.newspapers.com/image/357008613. page 1
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conceals the ample size of its interior. The house has buff-colored brick veneer with weeping or
extruded mortar and a stuccoed front gable with wood accents. The wing of the front facing gable is
also decorated with stone to suggest an old-world element to the building.

The front elevation facing Hartford Road presents with a winding stone walkway to the front door. The
house is asymmetrical, with a welcoming tower entrance articulated by an arched opening and door
that faces southeast and is itself offset within the tower, facing two stone steps that meet the
walkway. A lightning rod gracefully rises from the tip of the tower. The front door opening is
surrounded with rustic stone. The same stone pattern enhances the northeast corner of the building. A
chimney is prominently located on a side elevation near the midpoint of the house.

A pair of double hung windows with 12-lite wooden screens appear to the left of the door. The
dominant front gable side is graced with three casement windows paired with transoms above each
window. A large wood lintel sits above the set of windows and meets the edge of the stucco in the
gable. These windows also have multi-lite screens.

The north elevation has two sets of three double hung windows that light the living room and dining
room. A pair of the same windows at the west end of the north elevation lend brightness to the
breakfast nook in the northwest corner of the home, directly off the kitchen.

The west (back) elevation reflects the most changes, revealing an enclosed porch that dates to 1941
and a dormer added to the that dates to about 1991. A small painted deck with steps leads to the
addition and into the main house. These modifications are neatly concealed from the street view of
the house.

The fenestration on the south elevation is expressed with three pairs of windows, one pair connecting
to the front bedroom and the others the to a second bedroom at the back of the original house. The
addition can also be seen at the southwest corner. A five-foot fence encircles the perimeter of the
property. A gate, rounded at the top, with an opening that mimics the front door, leads the visitor
along the driveway to the private backyard.

The interior of the house retains many of its original materials and features, including doors and
windows, flooring, light fixtures, door hardware and tile in the kitchen and bath. The back bedroom still
has the door, with a casement window inset, that led to the back porch and the brick on the east wall
of the porch, originally the west exterior facade of the house remains exposed.

The current owners purchased the home in 1977. City of Austin permitting records, reports in the Austin
American Statesman newspaper and information from the homeowners indicate the following
improvements and changes to the house:

Page 2
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DATE WORK PERFORMED ON HOUSE

c. 1941 A screened porch was added to the rear of the house.*

c. 1975-77 Jerry and Sherry Matthews made minor changes to update the interior of the
home. From the architectural drawing and reports from the current
homeowner, it appears the fireplace may have been moved.

c. 1991-92 Current owners made the following improvements/changes to the house:
Replaced the three windows in the front facade to match original due
to leaking and water damage to the house.

Added interior stair and modified attic space to conditioned living
space. Additions are completely hidden from street view.

History of the Neighborhood

In 1915, Austin native Hugo Kuehne, founder of the University of Texas School of Architecture and its
architectural library, was called upon to design a plan for a development on a bluff above Shoal Creek
called Enfield, named after Enfield, Connecticut, birthplace of Governor Elijah Pease.®> In 1916, Richard
Niles Graham co-founded, with his cousin Walter Murray Graham and his sister Margaret Graham
Crusemann, Enfield Realty & Home Building Company. They began developing Enfield, an elegant
neighborhood, from their family property west of Shoal Creek. They also developed from family
property the subdivisions of Westenfield, Westfield, and a portion of Tarrytown.® The developments
were meant to preserve the unique country-like charm, topography, and natural beauty of the wooded
area and offer modern conveniences such as paved streets, concrete sidewalks, gas, electricity, and
water.

One hundred fourteen homes were built in the first eight years. Between 1924 and 1940, Westfield
(1925), Tarry-Town (1934), and Westenfield (1932) opened additional tracts of the estate for
development. Thanks to the Enfield Home Building and Realty Company, the neighborhoods had a
swimming pool, a riding club, landscaped parks, and a paper called “Westenfield Screech”. Enfield was
one of the first suburbs to depend on the automobile for transportation.’

The Enfield development was built on the concept of Austin as a beautiful place to live, touting
restrictive covenants that prevented the sale of alcohol, construction of apartments, or occupancy of
African Americans. Dwellings were required to have a 30-foot setback from the street. A minimum of
$3,500 for a one-story or $7,500 for a two-story home was required. Expert craftsmanship was
characteristic of the development.® By all accounts, the Enfield development offered an idyllic setting
and a variety of architectural styles for Austin’s middle- and upper-class citizens.

4 Week’s Building Permit Total in Austin $86,235: Two U.T. Professors Plan Construction Of Residences. The Austin American (1914-1973).
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman. Pg. 13.

5 Enfield, Connecticut, was first settled by Pease’s direct ancestors on the banks of the Connecticut River. Windsor Road was given its
name by Governor Pease when he made his home at Woodlawn.

6 Pease, Graham, and Niles Families Papers (AR.A.001). Austin History Center, Austin Public Library, Texas.

2023/02/01, https://txarchives.org/aushc/finding_aids/00503.xml

7 Davis-Sibley RTHL nomination. Prepared by Phoebe Allen. 2009
8 Davis-Sibley nomination. Page3
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Historical Associations
Edwin C. Kreisle, Architect

Edwin Clinton Kreisle was born in Austin in 1888. Edwin was the grandson of pioneer merchant
Matthew Kreisle and represented one of Austin's most prominent families. Edwin Kreisle studied at the
University of Texas at Austin and completed studies by correspondence from Bradley Polytechnic
Institute in Peoria, lllinois, finishing the course in 1911, in less than one half the time usually required.’
He opened his architectural offices in Austin in 1913.%% As an active member of the Lions Club of Austin
and with his family background, Kreisle started his career with the connections and credibility he
needed to succeed in his profession.!!

Kreisle had an influential and illustrious career as an architect that spanned almost six decades. Varying
accounts attest that Kreisle designed between 1,000 and 5,000 residences in and around Austin, as
well as numerous stores, churches, fire stations and other public buildings.*?

Kreisle was supervising architect under Atlee B. Ayers for the Ellis House at 1702 Windsor Road (1919).
He designed his own home on Niles Road in Enfield in 1928, at the southwest corner of Niles Road and
Pease Road, selecting a Tudor Revival style for his residence. He also designed the Myer House at 2315
Hartford Road (ca. 1930).

A 1926 article in the Austin American boasts a total of five projects under construction for Kreisle,
including three “pretentious” residences and a veterinary hospital for Dr. N.F. Pease.? In addition to
his myriad residential designs, Kreisle undertook commissions for public and private buildings in Austin.

One such endeavor was the clubhouse at Lions Municipal Golf Course. The course was established in
1924 by Austin Lions Club members with a vision for a modern, inclusive municipal golf course. The
Lions Club, of which Kreisle was a member, executed a lease for a portion of the University of Texas-
owned Brackenridge Tract in West Austin with the Board of Regents in 1924. Lions Municipal was the
first municipal golf course and clubhouse in Austin.

By the fall of 1924 the heavily wooded tract had been converted into an attractive nine-hole golf
course. Construction of the back nine holes was completed the course by September 1925. Kreisle
designed the Colonial Revival clubhouse, which opened in 1930.%

In 1927, the Austin Development Company selected Kreisle as the architect for “Home Number One”,
built for the new Pemberton Heights addition®®. Like many of his designs in the 1920s and 1930s, the
model home was of brick veneer and stone with characteristics of an English cottage. He was the

9 Picked Up About Town. Austin American-Statesman. May 7, 1911. Pg. 8. Newspapers.com.
https://www.newspapers.com/image/366319383.

10 KREISLE PLANS MODEL HOME: Austin Architect Is Chosen For Pemberton Designing. The Austin American (1914-1973). Jun 12, 1927.
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman. Pg. B2.

11 The Lions Club of Austin Tex. Austin American-Statesman. Jul 27, 1919. Pg. 5. Newspapers.com.
https://www.newspapers.com/image/365012094.

12 Architect Kreisle Succumbs. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). Jan 3, 1971. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American
Statesman. Pg. A6 notes that Kreisle built almost 1,000 residences, while the Old West Austin National Register nomination estimates his
residential design prowess at approximately 5,000 residences, a lofty achievement, even over a six-decade career like Kreisle’s.

13 Kreisle Designs New Homes Here. The Austin American (1914-1973). Apr 11, 1926. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin
American Statesman. Pg. B3.

14 Lions Municipal Golf Course National Register nomination. Prepared by Ken Tiemann and Charles Page. Listed in the National Register
of Historic Places July 7, 2015.

15 Display Ad 75 — No Title. The Austin American (1914-1973). Oct. 16, 1927. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: the Austin American
Statesman. Pg. A9. page 4
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architect for other community leaders and businessmen and designed an “English Cotswold type for
Dr. Morris Boerner. Additionally, two types of English style residences can be seen in the homes of
Dudley Locke and Roy A. Miller, respectively.'®

In keeping with the architecture of the nearby neighborhood, Kreisle designed a new city fire station
near 19" Street, (now Martin Luther King Blvd.) and Nueces. The one and a half story brick building
resembled an English residence and cost around $12,000 to build in 1932.Y7

Austin's Central Fire Station (#1) was designed in 1938 by the firm of Kreisle and Brooks as part of the
federal Public Works Administration (PWA) program. The design of this fire station illustrates the
Streamline Moderne style, seen in several Austin municipal buildings of the period. It is an excellent
example of the city's emphasis on modern construction and style and symbolizes the desire to
perpetuate Austin's dramatic growth and create the image of a progressive, modern city.

In 1937, Roosevelt signed the United States Housing Act which provided funding from the federal
government to local public housing agencies to improve living conditions for low-income families.!®

Newly elected Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson was determined to be the first in the United States to
have a housing project and called together mayor Tom Miller and other influential heavy hitters to
push for a public housing project in Austin. Shortly after, the mayor and city council established the
Austin Housing Authority on December 27, 1937.1° Consequently, the Austin Housing Authority
became the first in the country to receive funding and Edwin Kreisle was selected to design the project.
Santa Rita Courts was the first public housing development completed under the Housing Act of 1937.
The first family moved into Santa Rita Courts in 1939.%°

Kreisle is credited with introducing the concept of the attached garage to Central Texas?!. Edwin Kreisle
was considered an upstanding citizen of Austin. He was a charter member of the Austin Lion’s Club, a
member of the Austin Masonic Lodge No. 12, the Scottish Rite Bodies, the Ben Hur Shrine and active in
St. David’s Episcopal Church. He died on Christmas morning 1970 after suffering a stroke.

R.J. “Red” and Dorothy Parker Lewallen

RJ Lewallen was born in Thornton, Texas in 1906. His family moved to Austin when he was a baby. RJ
lost his father early in his life and worked to support his mother and siblings from a young age. He
never had the means or opportunity to attend college, but later taught salesmanship and wholesale
management at the University of Texas School of Business for five years.?2 RJ worked in the wholesale
grocery business, for a short time with the Nelson Davis Company. The bulk of his career was as Sales
Manager and then Vice President of the John Bremond Company. He was an integral part of the

16 KREISLE PLANS MODEL HOME. The Austin American (1914-1973). Jun 12, 1927. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American
Statesman. Pg. B2.

17 BIDS CALLED ON NEW $12,000 FIRE HALL The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). Jun 1, 1932. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin
American Statesman.pg. 1.

18 Hemphill, Mayor Tom Miller and the First Year of the New Deal in Austin, Texas, Pg. v.

19 Texas Historical Commission. National Register Listing - Atlas Number 2008000319. Santa Rita Courts. Listed April 17, 2008.
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/ (Accessed 14 Sept 2021).

20 National Register Listing — Atlas Number 2008000319. Santa Rita Courts.

21 Architect Kreisle Succumbs.
22 AF — Biography Lewallen, RJ “Red”. Austin History Center Page5
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company for 27 years. In 1955, Lewallen was elected president of the Austin Chamber of Commerce.
Three years later, he served as president of the Downtown’s Lion’s Club of Austin. In 1960, he
became the executive director of the Texas Wholesale Grocers Association.

Many counted Lewallen as a friend, including former US Representative Jake Pickle. Pickle asked
Lewallen to manage his first campaign for Congress in 1963. He was convinced that Lewallen’s
popularity in the city would generate support for Pickle’s campaign.? The Hon. Jake Pickle
represented Austin in the U.S. House of Representatives for over 30 years.

Drayton Mclane, Jr. former owner of the Houston Astros, also considered Lewallen a mentor and
friend. McLane made his fortune in the wholesale grocery business and was the first recipient of the
RJ “Red” Lewallen achievement award given by the Southwest Food Industry Association, another
testament to the high esteem in which Lewallen was held.?* RJ “Red” Lewallen died in 1997 at the age
of 90.%

He married Dorothy Marie Parker in 1929. Dorothy was born in 1906, a native Austinite. She attended
public school and the University of Texas at Austin where she received her bachelor’s degree in home
economics. Dorothy taught home economics at Austin High School from 1929-1934 and was the
teacher sponsor of the Austin High Red Jackets in 1934. Dorothy Lewallen resigned from teaching
when she and RJ welcomed their first child in 1935, daughter Jo Betsy. A son named Jay Mayne soon
followed in 1937.

Her eulogy illustrates the impact Dorothy had on many of her students.?® She was 75 years old when
she passed away in 1981 from complications of severe Parkinson’s Disease.?’

In 1932 the Westenfield Development Company sold the land at 1700 Hartford Road to RJ and
Dorothy Lewallen. The couple engaged architect Edwin C. Kreisle to design a new home in 1933.28
Shortly after, the Lewallen’s started their family. Daughter Jo Betsy was born in 1935 followed by son
Jay Mayne in 1937. Jo Betsy received her law degree from the University of Texas at Austin and
practiced with a law firm and later, in private practice for over 30 years. She passed away in March
2022. Jay Mayne was active in the Air Force R.O.T.C at the University of Texas and worked as a NASA
engineer for a portion of his career. Jay Lewallen is still living and resides in San Antonio, Texas.?’

Jerry and Sherry Matthews

Sherry Matthews was born in Los Angeles during World War Il and grew up on her great-uncle and
aunt’s farm in East Texas. She is the founder and owner of Sherry Matthews Advocacy Marketing, a
public service marketing firm with offices in Texas, New York and Washington, D.C. She launched her
company in 1983 and has been winning the nation’s top awards ever since, competing against some of

23 Austin leader ‘Red’ Lewallen dead at 90. Austin American-Statesman. 31 January 1997. Pg. 73.
https://www.newpapers.com/image/357008613.

24 Austin leader ‘Red’ Lewallen dead at 90.

25 Lewallen obituary.

26 | ewallen Family Tree, Jay Mayne Lewallen, author. Ancestry.com.

27 Certificate of Death — Dorothy Marie Lewallen. October 30, 1981. Ancestry.com.

28 Austin Building Permits. Austin American-Statesman. 29 May 1933. Pg. 2.

29 Lewallen Family Tree. Ancestry.com. Page6
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the world’s leading ad agencies.3? Research has uncovered very little about Jerry B. Matthews, but he
was an English professor at the University of Texas.3!

Kenneth Koch & Nancy Bowles, Current Owners

Ken Koch grew up in Canadian, Texas where his parents owned an appliance store, and his dad was a
contract electrician. He came of age learning how to repair washing machines and wire houses with his
dad. Ken’s retinas detached when he was seventeen years old, before Laser surgery was developed.
After many surgeries, he was declared blind. In spite of the inconvenience of being blind, Ken
graduated from the University of Texas, then attended U.T. Law School and graduated in 1974. He
began working for the Texas State Comptroller in the Bob Bullock era and forty-six years later is still
working there. Ken enjoys all kinds of music and follows professional and collegiate football fanatically.

Nancy Bowles was born in northwestern Oklahoma. Her mother owned the Arnett Style Shop in Arnett,
Oklahoma and her father held the offices of Ellis County Sheriff and County Commissioner as well as
being a farmer/rancher. Nancy graduated from the University of Oklahoma, spent a post-graduate year
studying Spanish in Madrid, Spain, and completed a master’s degree from the University of Texas in
Foreign Language Education — Spanish and French in 1975. She taught Spanish for thirty-two years,
most of that time at O. Henry Middle School in central Austin, retiring in 2016. Nancy’s favorite
retirement gig is being a docent at the Harry Ransom Center at U.T. She is also the Archivist for Pan
American Round Table of Austin, is on the floral committee of her church, and loves to garden and to
swim.

Ken and Nancy married in September 1976 and bought the home at 1700 Hartford Road in October
1977. Ken is a very independent blind guy and purchasing a home in central Austin where he could
take public transportation downtown to work without having to change buses was a crucial factor in
their home purchasing decision. Also, knowing that she would be the family gardener, Nancy liked the
idea of having a small yard — big enough to have fun in but not large enough to be overwhelming.

Their son, Worth Bowles Koch, was born in November 1985, and 1700 Hartford Road was his only
boyhood home. Worth has always loved history, especially that of the Middle Ages. He has a master’s
degree in medieval history from the University of York in the UK, and one wonders if growing up in a
house that looks like a baby castle contributed to his fascination with the Middle Ages. He currently
works at York Minster Cathedral in York, UK.32

With the astonishing rate of demolitions taking place in the Old West Austin Historic District, the
Lewellen House represents one of the remaining examples of French Eclectic architecture from the
1930s in Austin. Ms. Bowles and Mr. Koch are to be commended for their efforts in the stewardship
and protection of this property.

30 About the Author, Sherry Matthews. University of Texas Press. February 2011. Wewerenotorphans.com/about_author.php
31 Nancy Bowles, current homeowner. Interview with the author. February 2, 2023.
32 Biographical information provided by homeowner Nancy Bowles. November 7, 2022. Page7
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TAYX CERTIFICATE L 2298333
. Eruce Elfant
Travie County Tax Asgessor-Collector
P.G. Box 1748
Austin, Texag TETET
{51%) 854-%473

e i e ey Tl e iy o e e s pinm i S - e T T e S g iy "o " o™ e g ey S g S £ S il S oSS SEH Rl R M e = S L e Sy DR S e

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 01-1304-050&6-0000
PROPERTY OWNER: FROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

KEOCH KEMHNETH G LOT 13 ENFIELD F
1700 HARTFORD RD
AUSTIN, TX 78702-3316

ACRES 1396 MIN% LOCO000C00000 TYPE

o i i i e e e e T, S i} ) e, el e e S ey B onl e il e, o "y ] e e ] e - e i e e e s P g v g S i) e e b o] e e S e e [ o i i i oy Shen: - o o

SITUS INFORMATION: 1700 HARTFORD RD AOSTIN

S I WD M EE R W N S G E G e W N M S S S e e e e e -

This is te certifg that after a careful check of tax recorde of thia office, the
allny1ng taxes, delinquent taxes, penalties and interests are due on the
L=}

egecribed property of the following tax uniti(g):

YEAR ENTITY TOTAL
2022 AUOSTIN ISD 4.,170.73
CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAV) 2,929.73
TRAVIS COUNTY 2,024 .58
TRAVIS CENTRAL HEALTH 627.81
ACC (TRAVIE) 591,11
TOTAL SEQUENMCE ] 1,443 .96
TOTAL TAX: 10,443 . 96

UNEAID FEES: * HNONE #

INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *®

COMMISSTON: t NCOHME *
TOTAL DOE ==> 10,443,396

ALL TAXES PAID IM FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YERR Z02ZZ EXCEPT FORE UNPAID

YEARS LISTED ABOVE. ; ?

The above described property may be aubgect to special wvaluation based on its
%se. aﬁd %ddiéégn?l tollback taxes may Become due. (Sectiom 23.55, State
roper ax a).

Pursuant to Section 31.08 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
510.00 for all Tax Certificates.

. W W R e T M B R e e e e - e e ! e i i i - e o e T e o N S S RN WS [N W NPT UEN NN T MR (e e e e

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 12/07/2022

|
Fee Pald: $10.00 Bruc ééfant
Tax As 1EHGT-C01 echbor 2
L

;Ltfififrf-L-;Lﬁff

By:

RIOJASV printed on 12/07/2022 & 09:27:07:86 Paget i
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Building Permit - 1941
Image courtesy of Austin History Center

1700 Har tford Rd.
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Mgs. DOROTHY P. [LEWALLEN
B. S., University of Texas.

Home Economaics.

Miss ALBA LLYSTER

B. S., College of Industrial
Arts.

Home Economics, Cuity
Supervisor.

MR. SAM MARTIN

BN T.S. T. C.
M. A., Texas A. & M.

Industrial Education.
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Comet Yearbook
Austin High School
ca. 1932




Comet Yearbook
Austin High School

i Second row: Davis, Beaty, Care, Martiy

me Economics

f MRS. GLADYS F. HUDNALL
- B. S., University of Texas

MRS. DOROTHY P. LEWALLEN
B. S., University of Texas

MRS. FLORENCE RICHEY
B. S., University of Texas

Industrial Arts
MR. HARVEY S. WILLIAMS

University of Texas
University of Wisconsin
I' Bradley Polytechnic Institute

MR. ]. W. BEATY

raining School, France

Vocational T

Frorst row’  Ricuey, Huonany, Lewarten, Wi Liasms

" FACULTY GROUP: Home Economics and
Industrial Arts

MR. WILLIAM R. CATE
B EaSat. C.

MR. R. S. DAVIS

University of Texas
Permanent Vocational Certihcate

MR. SAM MARTIN
BYASN A0S sl G
M. A. Texas A. and M. College

MR F. E. POWELL
B. S., New Mexico, Texas A. & M.

MLS University of Mississippl
University Of Texas
Tulane University




HIGH SCHOOL WILL NAME QUEEN AT CORONATION TONIGHT: DANCES, MUSIC ON PIRATE PROGRAM
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Feb 24, 1933:
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
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Lewallen Family Tree
Ancestry.com

Eulogy for Dorothy Parker Lewallen
Student remembrances

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DOROTHY LEWALLEN
November 1, 1981

Tom Martin read from Proverbs 31. The last verse of that 31st
chapter of Proverbs reads, "“Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let
her works praise her in the gates."

The message for this service is quite simply the life of Dorothy
Lewallen. Even before death I have heard agaln and again of her ministry,
of her inf

Just a day eor twe ago I overheard a conversation in which it was
stated, "With the exception of my parents, Dorothy Lewallen has been the
most influential person of my life."

Another said, "I was her pupil in high school. She helped me so
much, "

Again, "We were students living in Brackenridge apartments: she
came after us agalin and again, Times were really hard but Mrs. Lewallen
kept coming after us. She helped us through a difficult time."

And finally, "She often understood my needs even before I was aware
of them. Her notes as well as her spoken words helped to prepare me for
the things that were ahead."

One of the most “tumultuous" books of the Bible is Nahum. It speaks
of one crisis after another. Yet it is Nahum 1:7 that we read, "The
Lord is gopd, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them
that trust in Him."

Dorothy Lewallen knew trouble, crisis, tumult, Yet it was and is
through her problems that she speaks to all of us. World War II brought
separation and anxiety about a loved one. Out of that experience came a
new, stronger commitment tc her Lord, The result was her teaching
ministry. At First Baptist Church, the organization of the Golden Circle
Sunday School class. She continued to teach until her health would not
allow it, but her witness did not cease. Shortly after her illness she
wrote for her childred:

Why do Christians suffer?

1. We are no better than our Lord, (It was so typical of Dorothy to
begin everything that she did through her relationship with God).

2. Al]l the rest of the human race is subject to trouble. (Again
Dorothy Lewallen saw her illness as an opportunity to identify with
others who were in need.)

3. All the suffering Christians will have to endure is here and now:
not so for cthers,.

4. 1Is it because of sin (Typically Dorothy referred to a Scripture
example of Jesus and the man who was born blind)? She further implied



=

that it may be (because sin is in the world), but not because God
would be getting even.

It's appropriate that we openly express our grief and our sense of
loas this afternoon, but it is also a time of celebration for Dorothy
Lewallen 1s with her Lord.

"The why i{s not the important thing--the how is: how are we going to
react to trouble: that spells our success or failure."

Dorothy listed some possible values of suffering., (The several values
were read directly from her notes with comments being made as it seemed
appropriate.)

It is one thing to believe or hear these things intellectually. 1It's
quite another to put them into practice. Some months later she passed
on these words to one of her children. (The card entitled devction was
read.) Not too much later these additional words. (The card Time to
Trust was read).

One of the children discovered the following words on a trip abroad.
"A woman of uncommon virtues and endowments, a dutiful child, a chaste,
loving wife, a tender mother, constant in devotion, extensive in her
charity, affable in her conversation, and exceedingly ingenious in every-
thing she tock in hand.”

The immediate response was that that sounds like mother. It was
taken from a tombstone dated June 29, 1730. The stone went on o speak
of the "surviving great love and esteem for her," by husband and family.

That is Dorothy Lewallen. But on reflecting over these words, surely
she is not the only one to fit that description in 250 years.

Among her papers was a prayer expressed some years ago at the
remorial service for another member of the family. A part of the prayer
is a paraphrase from Psalm 90. Excerpts from Psalm 50 were read.

Dorothy Lewallen numbered her days well and every person here has
been touched in some way by her 1ife and ministry. Now she has gone to
celebrate with her Lord. But who will take her placeé? Who will reach

out to young adults? Who will visit the Brackenridges? Who will pass
on the notes to encourage cthers?

"A woman of uncommon virtues and endowments, a dutiful child, a
chaaste, loving wife, a tender mcther, constant in devoticn, extensive in
her carity, affable in her conversation, and exceedingly ingenious in

everything she took in hand."

Closing prayer.
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Letter from RJ Lewallen
to Congressman J.J. "Jake" Pickle
Source: Ancestry.com, Lewallen Family Tree

1514 Ethridge Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703
September 12, 1933

The Honorable J. J. Pickle
Congressman, 10th District
763 Federal Building
Austin, TX 78701

Dear Jake:

In 1963, we were very interested in having a new and good
Congressman from our district.

Sc after some arrangements had been made, I called you to see
if we could have a cup of coffee at the Driskill Hotel. After we
finished, I asked you to join me briefly upstairs. Here we had
brought together out 20 men from the TSAE and the downtown
Lion's Club.

You seemed a little surprised when we walked into the room to
be greeted by many friends who then "drafted" you into running for
Congress. We were happy when you agreed to accept our suggestion.

Several days later when you were going down to the American-
Statesman to announce your candidacy, you came by my office to ask
that I join you. Little did I know that after the announcement vou
were going to put the bite on me - to be your first campaign
manager.

Twenty years have now passed, and 1 have been proud to have
been your rfriend and to have you as my Congressman.

Sincerely yours,

R. J. Lewallen
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1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review
Austin Landmark designation




South Elevation
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North Elevation

1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review
Austin Landmark designation
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West Elevation

Note second-floor dormer, added
for upstairs buildout and barely
visible. Dormer cannot be seen
from street.

Backroom add

1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation



Original back door with hinged window

now leads to addition

Side gate matches front door

Original front door

1700 Hartford Road

Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation



Bath with original tile Dining room light fixture Interior Doorknob

1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review
Austin Landmark designation



