








City of Austin - Historic Preservation Office 
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F. 1:  Historical Documentation - Deed Chronology

Deed Research for (fill in address) ________________________________ 

List Deeds chronologically, beginning with earliest transaction first and proceeding through present ownership. 
The first transaction listed should date at least back to when the original builder of any historic structures on 
the site first acquired the property (i.e., should pre-date the construction of any buildings/structures on the 
site).  Please use the format delineated below.  

For each transaction please include: name of Grantor/Grantee, date of transaction, legal description involved, 
price, and volume/page number of deed records.    If there is a mechanic's lien please copy the entire 
document.     
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F. 2:  Historical Documentation - Occupancy History

Occupancy Research for (fill in address) ___________________________ 

Using City Directories available at the Austin History Center or other information available, please provide a 
chronology of all occupants of the property from its construction to the present.  For commercial property, 
please provide residential information on business owner as well.     
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Review of Property for Historic Landmark Designation 
Lewallen House 

1700 Hartford Road 
 

Summary 
The Lewallen House is a 1933 French Eclectic style dwelling that stands in the middle of the block on 
Hartford Road where Cromwell Hill dead ends into Hartford. The neighborhood was originally part of 
the George W. Spear League. Architect-designed buildings are intermingled with more modest 
vernacular dwellings including period revival homes, bungalows, cottages and apartments.1 The home 
is a contributing building to the Old West Austin Historic District. Designed by prolific architect Edwin C. 
Kreisle, its quaint architectural style and harmonious landscape features are a welcome respite as the 
neighborhood continues to evolve with teardowns and new construction. 
 
The period of significance is 1933-1949, when the home was designed by Edwin C. Kreisle for RJ “Red” 
Lewallen and Dorothy Parker Lewallen. Kreisle was a practicing architect for almost 60 years and is 
reported to have designed over 1,000 residences in and around Austin. He also designed many stores, 
churches, fire stations and other public buildings.2 
 
RJ Lewallen was an Austin businessman and community leader. He worked for Bremond Wholesale 
Grocers for 27 years and was elected president of the Austin Chamber of Commerce in 1959. In 1964, 
J.J. “Jake” Pickle asked Lewallen to manage his first campaign for Congress. He was regarded as a friend 
and advisor to many, including Drayton McLane, Jr., a former owner of the Houston Astros.3 
 
Statement of Significance 
The Lewallen House demonstrates significance in the categories of Architecture as a beautiful example 
of the French Eclectic style popular from 1915-1945, exhibiting elements popular throughout Old West 
Austin. The house is also significant in the area of Historical Associations, for its association with prolific 
architect Edwin C. Kreisle and owner RJ “Red” Lewallen and his wife Dorothy. The period of significance 
is 1933-1949, the years during which the house was designed by Kreisle and occupied by the Lewallen’s 
and their two children. 
 
 Architectural Description 
The 1.5-story home at 1700 Hartford Road is a beautiful, intact example of the quaint French Eclectic 
style houses built in the Old West Austin Historic neighborhood from the late 1920s through the 
1930s. Built c. 1933, the property first appears on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1935. The home 
is a distinct subtype of the French Eclectic style known as Towered as demonstrated by its prominent 
round tower with a high, conical roof. The arched wooden door, located in the tower, has a half 
stilted arch window and faces southeast. Three rounded steps with two curved handrails lead to the 
front door and the stonework surrounding the door creates a charming main entrance, reminiscent 
of a storybook cottage. The steeply pitched roof has a front gable that intersects with a hipped roof 
behind the tower.  While the home appears modest in size from the street view, the front façade 

 
1 Old West Austin National Register nomination, Prewitt and Associates, Inc. June 10, 2003, Entered in the National Register of Historic 
Places, September 12, 2003. 
2 Architect Kreisle Succumbs. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). Jan. 3, 1971. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American 
Statesman. Pg. A6 
3 Austin leader ‘Red’ Lewallen dead at 90. Austin American-Statesman. Jan. 31, 1997. Pg. 73. Newspapers.com. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/357008613. 
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conceals the ample size of its interior. The house has buff-colored brick veneer with weeping or 
extruded mortar and a stuccoed front gable with wood accents. The wing of the front facing gable is 
also decorated with stone to suggest an old-world element to the building. 
 
The front elevation facing Hartford Road presents with a winding stone walkway to the front door. The 
house is asymmetrical, with a welcoming tower entrance articulated by an arched opening and door 
that faces southeast and is itself offset within the tower, facing two stone steps that meet the 
walkway. A lightning rod gracefully rises from the tip of the tower. The front door opening is 
surrounded with rustic stone. The same stone pattern enhances the northeast corner of the building. A 
chimney is prominently located on a side elevation near the midpoint of the house. 
 
A pair of double hung windows with 12-lite wooden screens appear to the left of the door. The 
dominant front gable side is graced with three casement windows paired with transoms above each 
window. A large wood lintel sits above the set of windows and meets the edge of the stucco in the 
gable. These windows also have multi-lite screens.  
 
The north elevation has two sets of three double hung windows that light the living room and dining 
room. A pair of the same windows at the west end of the north elevation lend brightness to the 
breakfast nook in the northwest corner of the home, directly off the kitchen. 
 
The west (back) elevation reflects the most changes, revealing an enclosed porch that dates to 1941 
and a dormer added to the that dates to about 1991. A small painted deck with steps leads to the 
addition and into the main house. These modifications are neatly concealed from the street view of 
the house. 
 
The fenestration on the south elevation is expressed with three pairs of windows, one pair connecting 
to the front bedroom and the others the to a second bedroom at the back of the original house. The 
addition can also be seen at the southwest corner. A five-foot fence encircles the perimeter of the 
property. A gate, rounded at the top, with an opening that mimics the front door, leads the visitor 
along the driveway to the private backyard. 
 
The interior of the house retains many of its original materials and features, including doors and 
windows, flooring, light fixtures, door hardware and tile in the kitchen and bath. The back bedroom still 
has the door, with a casement window inset, that led to the back porch and the brick on the east wall 
of the porch, originally the west exterior façade of the house remains exposed. 
 
The current owners purchased the home in 1977. City of Austin permitting records, reports in the Austin 
American Statesman newspaper and information from the homeowners indicate the following 
improvements and changes to the house: 
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DATE WORK PERFORMED ON HOUSE 
c. 1941 A screened porch was added to the rear of the house.4 
c. 1975-77 Jerry and Sherry Matthews made minor changes to update the interior of the 

home. From the architectural drawing and reports from the current 
homeowner, it appears the fireplace may have been moved. 

c. 1991-92 Current owners made the following improvements/changes to the house: 
Replaced the three windows in the front facade to match original due 
to leaking and water damage to the house. 
Added interior stair and modified attic space to conditioned living 
space. Additions are completely hidden from street view. 

 
History of the Neighborhood 
In 1915, Austin native Hugo Kuehne, founder of the University of Texas School of Architecture and its 
architectural library, was called upon to design a plan for a development on a bluff above Shoal Creek 
called Enfield, named after Enfield, Connecticut, birthplace of Governor Elijah Pease.5  In 1916, Richard 
Niles Graham co-founded, with his cousin Walter Murray Graham and his sister Margaret Graham 
Crusemann, Enfield Realty & Home Building Company. They began developing Enfield, an elegant 
neighborhood, from their family property west of Shoal Creek. They also developed from family 
property the subdivisions of Westenfield, Westfield, and a portion of Tarrytown.6 The developments 
were meant to preserve the unique country-like charm, topography, and natural beauty of the wooded 
area and offer modern conveniences such as paved streets, concrete sidewalks, gas, electricity, and 
water. 
 
One hundred fourteen homes were built in the first eight years. Between 1924 and 1940, Westfield 
(1925), Tarry-Town (1934), and Westenfield (1932) opened additional tracts of the estate for 
development. Thanks to the Enfield Home Building and Realty Company, the neighborhoods had a 
swimming pool, a riding club, landscaped parks, and a paper called “Westenfield Screech”. Enfield was 
one of the first suburbs to depend on the automobile for transportation.7 
 
The Enfield development was built on the concept of Austin as a beautiful place to live, touting 
restrictive covenants that prevented the sale of alcohol, construction of apartments, or occupancy of 
African Americans. Dwellings were required to have a 30-foot setback from the street. A minimum of 
$3,500 for a one-story or $7,500 for a two-story home was required. Expert craftsmanship was 
characteristic of the development.8 By all accounts, the Enfield development offered an idyllic setting 
and a variety of architectural styles for Austin’s middle- and upper-class citizens. 
 
 
 
 

 
4 Week’s Building Permit Total in Austin $86,235: Two U.T. Professors Plan Construction Of Residences. The Austin American (1914-1973). 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman. Pg. 13. 
5 Enfield, Connecticut, was first settled by Pease’s direct ancestors on the banks of the Connecticut River. Windsor Road was given its 
name by Governor Pease when he made his home at Woodlawn. 
6 Pease, Graham, and Niles Families Papers (AR.A.001). Austin History Center, Austin Public Library, Texas. 

2023/02/01, https://txarchives.org/aushc/finding_aids/00503.xml 
7 Davis-Sibley RTHL nomination. Prepared by Phoebe Allen. 2009 
8 Davis-Sibley nomination. 
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Historical Associations 
Edwin C. Kreisle, Architect 

Edwin Clinton Kreisle was born in Austin in 1888. Edwin was the grandson of pioneer merchant 
Matthew Kreisle and represented one of Austin's most prominent families. Edwin Kreisle studied at the 
University of Texas at Austin and completed studies by correspondence from Bradley Polytechnic 
Institute in Peoria, Illinois, finishing the course in 1911, in less than one half the time usually required.9 
He opened his architectural offices in Austin in 1913.10 As an active member of the Lions Club of Austin 
and with his family background, Kreisle started his career with the connections and credibility he 
needed to succeed in his profession.11 

Kreisle had an influential and illustrious career as an architect that spanned almost six decades. Varying 
accounts attest that Kreisle designed between 1,000 and 5,000 residences in and around Austin, as 
well as numerous stores, churches, fire stations and other public buildings.12 

Kreisle was supervising architect under Atlee B. Ayers for the Ellis House at 1702 Windsor Road (1919). 
He designed his own home on Niles Road in Enfield in 1928, at the southwest corner of Niles Road and 
Pease Road, selecting a Tudor Revival style for his residence. He also designed the Myer House at 2315 
Hartford Road (ca. 1930).  

A 1926 article in the Austin American boasts a total of five projects under construction for Kreisle, 
including three “pretentious” residences and a veterinary hospital for Dr. N.F. Pease.13 In addition to 
his myriad residential designs, Kreisle undertook commissions for public and private buildings in Austin. 

One such endeavor was the clubhouse at Lions Municipal Golf Course. The course was established in 
1924 by Austin Lions Club members with a vision for a modern, inclusive municipal golf course. The 
Lions Club, of which Kreisle was a member, executed a lease for a portion of the University of Texas-
owned Brackenridge Tract in West Austin with the Board of Regents in 1924. Lions Municipal was the 
first municipal golf course and clubhouse in Austin. 

By the fall of 1924 the heavily wooded tract had been converted into an attractive nine-hole golf 
course. Construction of the back nine holes was completed the course by September 1925. Kreisle 
designed the Colonial Revival clubhouse, which opened in 1930.14 

In 1927, the Austin Development Company selected Kreisle as the architect for “Home Number One”, 
built for the new Pemberton Heights addition15. Like many of his designs in the 1920s and 1930s, the 
model home was of brick veneer and stone with characteristics of an English cottage. He was the 

 
9 Picked Up About Town. Austin American-Statesman. May 7, 1911. Pg. 8. Newspapers.com. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/366319383. 
10 KREISLE PLANS MODEL HOME: Austin Architect Is Chosen For Pemberton Designing. The Austin American (1914-1973). Jun 12, 1927. 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman. Pg. B2. 
11 The Lions Club of Austin Tex. Austin American-Statesman. Jul 27, 1919. Pg. 5. Newspapers.com. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/365012094. 
12 Architect Kreisle Succumbs. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). Jan 3, 1971. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American 
Statesman. Pg. A6 notes that Kreisle built almost 1,000 residences, while the Old West Austin National Register nomination estimates his 
residential design prowess at approximately 5,000 residences, a lofty achievement, even over a six-decade career like Kreisle’s.  
13 Kreisle Designs New Homes Here. The Austin American (1914-1973). Apr 11, 1926. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin 
American Statesman. Pg. B3. 
14 Lions Municipal Golf Course National Register nomination. Prepared by Ken Tiemann and Charles Page. Listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places July 7, 2015. 
15 Display Ad 75 – No Title. The Austin American (1914-1973). Oct. 16, 1927. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: the Austin American 
Statesman. Pg. A9. 
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architect for other community leaders and businessmen and designed an “English Cotswold type for 
Dr. Morris Boerner. Additionally, two types of English style residences can be seen in the homes of 
Dudley Locke and Roy A. Miller, respectively.16  

In keeping with the architecture of the nearby neighborhood, Kreisle designed a new city fire station 
near 19th Street, (now Martin Luther King Blvd.) and Nueces. The one and a half story brick building 
resembled an English residence and cost around $12,000 to build in 1932.17 

Austin's Central Fire Station (#1) was designed in 1938 by the firm of Kreisle and Brooks as part of the 
federal Public Works Administration (PWA) program. The design of this fire station illustrates the 
Streamline Moderne style, seen in several Austin municipal buildings of the period. It is an excellent 
example of the city's emphasis on modern construction and style and symbolizes the desire to 
perpetuate Austin's dramatic growth and create the image of a progressive, modern city.  

In 1937, Roosevelt signed the United States Housing Act which provided funding from the federal 
government to local public housing agencies to improve living conditions for low-income families.18 

Newly elected Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson was determined to be the first in the United States to 
have a housing project and called together mayor Tom Miller and other influential heavy hitters to 
push for a public housing project in Austin. Shortly after, the mayor and city council established the 
Austin Housing Authority on December 27, 1937.19 Consequently, the Austin Housing Authority 
became the first in the country to receive funding and Edwin Kreisle was selected to design the project. 
Santa Rita Courts was the first public housing development completed under the Housing Act of 1937. 
The first family moved into Santa Rita Courts in 1939.20  

Kreisle is credited with introducing the concept of the attached garage to Central Texas21. Edwin Kreisle 
was considered an upstanding citizen of Austin. He was a charter member of the Austin Lion’s Club, a 
member of the Austin Masonic Lodge No. 12, the Scottish Rite Bodies, the Ben Hur Shrine and active in 
St. David’s Episcopal Church. He died on Christmas morning 1970 after suffering a stroke. 

 
R.J. “Red” and Dorothy Parker Lewallen 
RJ Lewallen was born in Thornton, Texas in 1906. His family moved to Austin when he was a baby. RJ 
lost his father early in his life and worked to support his mother and siblings from a young age. He 
never had the means or opportunity to attend college, but later taught salesmanship and wholesale 
management at the University of Texas School of Business for five years.22 RJ worked in the wholesale 
grocery business, for a short time with the Nelson Davis Company. The bulk of his career was as Sales 
Manager and then Vice President of the John Bremond Company. He was an integral part of the 

 
16 KREISLE PLANS MODEL HOME. The Austin American (1914-1973). Jun 12, 1927. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American 
Statesman. Pg. B2. 
17 BIDS CALLED ON NEW $12,000 FIRE HALL The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). Jun 1, 1932. ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin 
American Statesman.pg. 1. 
18 Hemphill, Mayor Tom Miller and the First Year of the New Deal in Austin, Texas, Pg. v. 

19 Texas Historical Commission. National Register Listing - Atlas Number 2008000319. Santa Rita Courts. Listed April 17, 2008. 
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/ (Accessed 14 Sept 2021).  

20 National Register Listing – Atlas Number 2008000319. Santa Rita Courts.  
21 Architect Kreisle Succumbs. 
22 AF – Biography Lewallen, RJ “Red”. Austin History Center 
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company for 27 years. In 1955, Lewallen was elected president of the Austin Chamber of Commerce. 
Three years later, he served as president of the Downtown’s Lion’s Club of Austin. In 1960, he 
became the executive director of the Texas Wholesale Grocers Association. 
 
Many counted Lewallen as a friend, including former US Representative Jake Pickle. Pickle asked 
Lewallen to manage his first campaign for Congress in 1963. He was convinced that Lewallen’s 
popularity in the city would generate support for Pickle’s campaign.23 The Hon. Jake Pickle 
represented Austin in the U.S. House of Representatives for over 30 years. 
 
Drayton McLane, Jr. former owner of the Houston Astros, also considered Lewallen a mentor and 
friend. McLane made his fortune in the wholesale grocery business and was the first recipient of the 
RJ “Red” Lewallen achievement award given by the Southwest Food Industry Association, another 
testament to the high esteem in which Lewallen was held.24 RJ “Red” Lewallen died in 1997 at the age 
of 90.25 
 
He married Dorothy Marie Parker in 1929. Dorothy was born in 1906, a native Austinite. She attended 
public school and the University of Texas at Austin where she received her bachelor’s degree in home 
economics. Dorothy taught home economics at Austin High School from 1929-1934 and was the 
teacher sponsor of the Austin High Red Jackets in 1934.  Dorothy Lewallen resigned from teaching 
when she and RJ welcomed their first child in 1935, daughter Jo Betsy. A son named Jay Mayne soon 
followed in 1937.  
 
Her eulogy illustrates the impact Dorothy had on many of her students.26 She was 75 years old when 
she passed away in 1981 from complications of severe Parkinson’s Disease.27 
 
In 1932 the Westenfield Development Company sold the land at 1700 Hartford Road to RJ and 
Dorothy Lewallen. The couple engaged architect Edwin C. Kreisle to design a new home in 1933.28 
Shortly after, the Lewallen’s started their family. Daughter Jo Betsy was born in 1935 followed by son 
Jay Mayne in 1937. Jo Betsy received her law degree from the University of Texas at Austin and 
practiced with a law firm and later, in private practice for over 30 years. She passed away in March 
2022. Jay Mayne was active in the Air Force R.O.T.C at the University of Texas and worked as a NASA 
engineer for a portion of his career. Jay Lewallen is still living and resides in San Antonio, Texas.29 
 
Jerry and Sherry Matthews 
Sherry Matthews was born in Los Angeles during World War II and grew up on her great-uncle and 
aunt’s farm in East Texas. She is the founder and owner of Sherry Matthews Advocacy Marketing, a 
public service marketing firm with offices in Texas, New York and Washington, D.C. She launched her 
company in 1983 and has been winning the nation’s top awards ever since, competing against some of 

 
23  Austin leader ‘Red’ Lewallen dead at 90. Austin American-Statesman. 31 January 1997. Pg. 73. 
https://www.newpapers.com/image/357008613. 
24 Austin leader ‘Red’ Lewallen dead at 90. 
25 Lewallen obituary. 
26 Lewallen Family Tree, Jay Mayne Lewallen, author. Ancestry.com. 
27 Certificate of Death – Dorothy Marie Lewallen. October 30, 1981. Ancestry.com. 
28 Austin Building Permits. Austin American-Statesman. 29 May 1933. Pg. 2.  
29 Lewallen Family Tree. Ancestry.com. 
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the world’s leading ad agencies.30 Research has uncovered very little about Jerry B. Matthews, but he 
was an English professor at the University of Texas.31 
 
Kenneth Koch & Nancy Bowles, Current Owners 
Ken Koch grew up in Canadian, Texas where his parents owned an appliance store, and his dad was a 
contract electrician. He came of age learning how to repair washing machines and wire houses with his 
dad. Ken’s retinas detached when he was seventeen years old, before Laser surgery was developed. 
After many surgeries, he was declared blind. In spite of the inconvenience of being blind, Ken 
graduated from the University of Texas, then attended U.T. Law School and graduated in 1974. He 
began working for the Texas State Comptroller in the Bob Bullock era and forty-six years later is still 
working there. Ken enjoys all kinds of music and follows professional and collegiate football fanatically.  
 
Nancy Bowles was born in northwestern Oklahoma. Her mother owned the Arnett Style Shop in Arnett, 
Oklahoma and her father held the offices of Ellis County Sheriff and County Commissioner as well as 
being a farmer/rancher. Nancy graduated from the University of Oklahoma, spent a post-graduate year 
studying Spanish in Madrid, Spain, and completed a master’s degree from the University of Texas in 
Foreign Language Education – Spanish and French in 1975. She taught Spanish for thirty-two years, 
most of that time at O. Henry Middle School in central Austin, retiring in 2016. Nancy’s favorite 
retirement gig is being a docent at the Harry Ransom Center at U.T. She is also the Archivist for Pan 
American Round Table of Austin, is on the floral committee of her church, and loves to garden and to 
swim. 
 
Ken and Nancy married in September 1976 and bought the home at 1700 Hartford Road in October 
1977. Ken is a very independent blind guy and purchasing a home in central Austin where he could 
take public transportation downtown to work without having to change buses was a crucial factor in 
their home purchasing decision. Also, knowing that she would be the family gardener, Nancy liked the 
idea of having a small yard – big enough to have fun in but not large enough to be overwhelming.  
 
Their son, Worth Bowles Koch, was born in November 1985, and 1700 Hartford Road was his only 
boyhood home. Worth has always loved history, especially that of the Middle Ages. He has a master’s 
degree in medieval history from the University of York in the UK, and one wonders if growing up in a 
house that looks like a baby castle contributed to his fascination with the Middle Ages.  He currently 
works at York Minster Cathedral in York, UK.32 
 
With the astonishing rate of demolitions taking place in the Old West Austin Historic District, the 
Lewellen House represents one of the remaining examples of French Eclectic architecture from the 
1930s in Austin. Ms. Bowles and Mr. Koch are to be commended for their efforts in the stewardship 
and protection of this property. 
  

 
30 About the Author, Sherry Matthews. University of Texas Press. February 2011. Wewerenotorphans.com/about_author.php 
31 Nancy Bowles, current homeowner. Interview with the author. February 2, 2023. 
32 Biographical information provided by homeowner Nancy Bowles. November 7, 2022. 
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Building Permit - 1941
Image courtesy of Austin History Center



Comet Yearbook
Austin High School
ca. 1932



















Letter from RJ Lewallen
to Congressman J.J. "Jake" Pickle
Source: Ancestry.com, Lewallen Family Tree
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East Elevation

1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation



South Elevation
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Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation



North Elevation

1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation



West Elevation

1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation

Note second-floor dormer, added 
for upstairs buildout and barely 
visible. Dormer cannot be seen 
from street.

Backroom addition



1700 Hartford Road
Preliminary Review

Austin Landmark designation

Original back door with hinged window 
now leads to addition

Side gate matches front doorOriginal front door




