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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

APRIL 5, 2023 
PR-2023-026372; GF-2023-027683 

2008 CANTERBURY STREET 
    
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1919 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 

Modified hipped-roof, square-plan house with vinyl siding, 6:6 replacement windows, and partial-width inset front porch. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 2008 Canterbury Street was constructed around 1919. By 1920, Jose and Sofia Del Rio had become its first 
residents; the Del Rio family would remain in the home until at least 1959. Jose Del Rio, known as Joe, was a tailor. He 
operated an alteration, repair, pressing, and cleaning business at 113 E. 9th Street and 600 Congress Avenue. His wife Sofia 
worked as the business’ bookkeeper at the 9th St. location. Their son Jose Jr. worked with his father at the shop, and son 
Raul became a barber who eventually opened his own shop during the 1940s. Raul Del Rio built a house next door at 2006 
Canterbury with his wife, Consuelo. Other Del Rio family members living in the house during the twentieth century included 
Tillie Del Rio, a beauty shop operator; Edward, a tailor and presser and a U.S. Army serviceman; Ernest, another Army 
serviceman and HEB department manager; Oscar, a UT student and Navy serviceman; Danny, an employee at Economy 
Furniture and Upholstery; Elizabeth and Ada, both grocery cashiers; and Gonzales, a barber.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2016 East Austin survey lists the property as contributing to potential National Register and local historic districts.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Doors, windows, siding, and porch posts have been replaced. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building has been modified and no longer conveys its original architectural significance. 
b. Historical association. The property has longstanding associations with the Del Rio family, East Austin 

entrepreneurs and craftsmen.  
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its potential as a unique location, physical characteristic, 

or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, 
or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Demolition permit application, 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2023 
1959 Mrs. Sophie Del Rio, owner 

1955 Mrs. Sophie Del Rio, owner 
 
Mrs. Ada M. Del Rio, renter 
Checker, HEB 
 
Ernest and May Del Rio, renters 
Produce manager, HEB 

1949 Mrs. Sophie Del Rio, owner (widow of José Del Rio) 
 
Oscar Del Rio, renter 
UT student 
 
Danny Del Rio, renter 
Helper, Economy Furniture and Upholstery 
 
Ernest Del Rio, renter 
Manager, HEB 
 
Gonzales Del Rio, renter 
Proprietor, Crystal Barber Shop 

1947 José and Sofia Del Rio, owners 
 
Ernest Del Rio, renter 
Produce manager, HEB 
 
Oscar Del Rio, renter 
Student, UT 

1944 José and Sophie del Rio, owners 
Tailor, W. W. Lewis 
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Ernest del Rio 
US Army 
 
Eddie del Rio 
US Army 
 
Elizabeth del Rio 
Checker, AL&DC Co. 
 
Raul S. and Consuelo del Rio, renters 
Louis Barber Shop 
 
Tillie and William Johns, renters 
Operator, Midway Barber and Beauty Shop 
US Army 

1941 José and Sophie del Rio, owners 
 
Ernest del Rio, renter 
Clerk, Piggly Wiggly 
Edward del Rio, renter 
Presser, Rosedale Cleaners 
 
Oscar del Rio, renter 
Clerk 
 
Raul S. and Consuelo del Rio, renters 
Barber, East Side Barber Shop 
 
Tillie del Rio, renter 
Beauty shop operator 

1935 José and Sophie del Rio, owners 
Tailor, 600 Congress 2nd floor 
 
Edward del Rio, renter 
Tailor, 600 Congress 
 
Ernest del Rio, renter 
Clerk, Piggly Wiggly 
 
Raul del Rio, renter 
Barber, L. G. Cazares 

1932 José and Sophie del Rio, owners 
Tailor, 600 Congress 2nd floor 
 
José Jr. and Mary del Rio, renters 
Tailor, 600 Congress 
 
Raul del Rio, renter 
Barber, L G Casarez 

1929 José and Sophie del Rio, owners 
Tailor, 600 Congress 2nd floor 
 
José Jr. and Mary del Rio, renters 
Tailor, 600 Congress 
 
Raul del Rio, renter 
Barber, Deciderio Carmona 
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1927 José and Sophie del Rio, owners 

Tailor, 600 Congress 2nd floor 
 
Raul del Rio, renter 
Clerk 

1924 José and Sophie del Rio, renters 
Tailor, Nick Linz 

1920 José and Sophie del Rio, renters 
Tailor, Pressing, Cleaning, Repairing, and Altering, 113 E. 9th St. 
Bookkeeper, 113 E. 9th St.  

Historical Information 

  
“Austin Short Stories.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 June 1928: 16. 

“Construction Picks Up Here: Building Shakes Off Doldrums.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 01 Oct 1939: A12.   

  
“Austin Sergeant Dies of Wound.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  06 Jan 1944: 1.   

“Military Honors To Be Awarded Posthumously Monday at Camp Swift to William Johns' Son.” The Austin American 
(1914-1973);  14 May 1944: 5. 
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“Ada Mae Murphy Ernest Del Rio Exchange Vows.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  20 May 1955: 8. 

“DEATHS AND FUNERALS.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  05 July 1967: 56. 

  
“deaths and services.” The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.;  03 Dec 1977: B2. 
“deaths and services.” The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.;  25 Feb 1980: B6. 

Permits 

 
Sewer tap permit, 1929 
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Water tap permit, 1961 

  
Garage permit, 1939 
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