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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

APRIL 5, 2023 
PR-2023-016278; GF-2023-027680 

 2607 BRIDLE PATH   
PROPOSAL 
Construct a rear-side addition to a ca. 1940 house.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 
The proposed project includes a flat-roofed addition at the rear of the main house with multilight windows of varying sizes, 
connected via breezeway to an existing garage apartment at the back of the lot.  

ARCHITECTURE 
Two-story Colonial Revival house with modified front porch, brick veneer, and 6:6 and 8:8 shuttered wood windows.  

RESEARCH 
The house at 2607 Bridle Path was constructed around 1940. Its first occupants were Dr. Otis and Beatrice Watson and their 
family. Otis Watson, a dentist, served as a captain in the Texas State Guard during the 1940s. The Watsons also owned 
ranchland in Pflugerville. Around 1949, the Watsons sold the house to Dr. George Bohuslav, another dentist, and his family. 
Bohuslav was president of the Southwest Society of Pedodontists. He sold the house around 1958 to rancher Gladys Phillips. 

DESIGN STANDARDS 
The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects at potential historic landmarks. The following standards apply to the 
proposed project: 

Residential additions 
1. Location 
The addition is appropriately sited to the rear of the historic-age house. 

2. Scale, massing, and height 
The proposed scale, massing, and height of the addition and breezeway are mostly appropriate. 

3. Design and style 
The proposed design somewhat responds to the existing house; it is adequately differentiated by its modern fenestration and 
roof form. 

4. Roofs 
The proposed flat roof is somewhat appropriate; though it does not reflect the roof forms on the rest of the house, it 
minimizes visibility and provides differentiation from the historic fabric. 

5. Exterior walls 
The proposed masonry exterior walls appear appropriate.  

6. Windows, screens, and doors 
Proposed windows and doors are mostly appropriate, and will be minimally visible from the street. 

Summary 
The project meets most of the applicable standards. 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. The front porch has been extended and columns replaced. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the Colonial Revival style. 
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Approve the application.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 
Google maps – 2023 

 
Google Maps – 2013 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, February 2023 

1959 Mrs. Gladys W. Phillips, owner - Rancher 

1957 George F. Bohuslav, owner – Dentist 

1955 George F. Bohuslav, owner – Dentist 

1954 George F. Bohuslav, owner – Dentist 

1953 George F. Bohuslav, owner – Dentist 

1952 George F. Bohuslav, owner – Dentist 

1949 George F. Bohuslav, owner – Dentist 

1947 Otis C. & Beatrice L. Watson, owners – Watson & Watson 
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1944 Otis C. & Beatrice L. Watson, owners – Watson & Watson 

1942 Otis C. & Beatrice L. Watson, owners – Watson & Watson 

1941 Otis C. & Beatrice L. Watson, owners – Watson & Watson 

1940 Address not listed 

Historical information 

 
“Marriage Announcement 2 -- No Title.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 20 Aug 1933: A1. 

 
“Statewide War Games Planned For Texas Defense Guardsmen.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 09 May 1943: 16. 
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“Dentists Meeting Here Saturday.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 02 Sep 1945: 3.   

“Four Austinites Visit In Washington. D. C.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 30 Sep 1946: 9. 

 
“Guard Officer Named To Regimental Posts.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  05 Aug 1948: 9. 

“Damage Suit Asks $6,000 For Measles.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  13 Dec 1949: 24 
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“Pedodontists Hold Meet In Austin.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  02 Sep 1952: A18. 

“Pflugerville Slates Angus Cattle Sale.” The Austin American (1914-1973);  05 Apr 1953: A5.  

  
“Four Catholic Bishops To Be Honored Here.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);  18 Apr 1957: B1  
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Permits 

 
Water service permit – 1938 

 
Remodel permit, 1976 
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