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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

APRIL 5, 2023 
PR-2023-018526; GF-2023-027671 

 4304 PARKWOOD ROAD   
PROPOSAL 

Add a second floor to a ca. 1948 house.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Construct a second-floor gabled addition in front of the roof ridge and intersecting one first-floor gable. The proposed 
addition is centered over the front porch and features stucco cladding and casement windows.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story stone veneer house with cross-gabled roof, partial-width inset porch, and attached garage.  

RESEARCH 

The house at 4304 Parkwood Road was built around 1948. Its first residents were Anne and Herman Schwertner. Herman 
Schwertner owned and operated the Capitol Feed and Milling Company and Capitol Livestock Auction Company, as well 
as several ranches across the state. Schwertner also ran for civic positions on the school board. 

DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects at potential historic landmarks. The following standards apply to the 
proposed project: 

Residential additions 
1. Location 
The proposed addition is located at the front of the building, atop the existing roof ridge.  

2. Scale, massing, and height 
The rear portion of the proposed addition is somewhat compatible in scale and massing, but the front of the addition does 
not appear subordinate due to its location and height.  

3. Design and style 
The proposed addition’s design and style are mostly compatible.  

4. Roofs 
The proposed gabled roofline is compatible.  

5. Exterior walls 
The addition’s proposed stucco exterior is mostly compatible and is appropriately differentiated from the original stone 
veneer.  

6. Windows, screens, and doors 
The simple windows visible from the street are mostly compatible.  

Summary 
The project somewhat meets the applicable standards. The added height and position of the proposed second floor would 
preclude future contributing status in any potential historic districts.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2021 North Central Austin survey lists the property as contributing to a potential historic district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance, though it is constructed with 

Minimal Traditional influences. 
b. Historical association. The property is associated with the Schwertner family, prominent Texas landowners, 

who owned and operated the Capitol Feed and Milling Company and Capitol Livestock Auction Company. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   



30 – 3 

LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Zillow.com 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, February 2023 

1959 Herman and Ann Tegge Schwertner, owners 
President, Capitol Feed and Milling Co. 

1955 Herman and Anne Schwertner, owners 
President, Capitol Feed and Milling Co. 

1952 Herman and Annie Schwertner, owners 

1949 Vacant  

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/4304-Parkwood-Rd-Austin-TX-78722/29399692_zpid/?
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Historical Information 

  
REUBEN'S HALF ACRE. DAVE SHANKS State Editor.  The Austin American (1914-1973);. 01 July 1956: A4. 

Display Ad 33 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 Aug 1956: 10. 



30 – 6 

  
Charters Given Texas Firms By Tom Reavley. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 20 Sep 1956: B15. 

Gray Wins School Post by 5-1 Vote: Merging Districts Approved. The Austin American (1914-1973); 06 Apr 1958: A1. 
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Child Labor Charge Filed Against Five. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 13 Oct 1959: 28. 

 
Rainfall Is Like a $1,000 Check To Every Central Texas Farmer. DAVE SHANKS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 24 

June 1960: 1. 
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Centex Crash Kills Two, Injures Five: 2 Killed, 5 Injured In Wreck. NAT HENDERSON. The Austin Statesman (1921-

1973); 21 Oct 1968: 1.   

 Deaths and Services. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 Nov 1970: 35.   
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Permits 

  
Building permit, 1947 

  
Porch addition permit, 1952 

 

 
Water and sewer tap permits, 1947-48 
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