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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

APRIL 5, 2023 
PR-2023-138571; GF-2023-027666 

 2514 PEARL STREET   
PROPOSAL 

Replace historic-age wood windows with vinyl windows.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Remove existing screened wood windows at front of house and replace with vinyl windows of same size. Replace aluminum 
and wood windows at side elevations and additions with vinyl windows.  

ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story stucco house with Foursquare stylistic influences, converted to a duplex and then a fourplex during the historic 
period, then a 6-plex during the 1980s, then back to a fourplex. 

RESEARCH 

The building at 2514 Pearl Street was constructed around 1920 per the 2020 North Central Austin survey. Its first owners 
were Dr. C. W. Goddard, Texas State Health Officer, and his family. Goddard was Texas’ leading official on infectious 
diseases, sanitation, public health education, and Health Department operations during his tenure as State Health Officer. 
The Texas State Historical Association’s Handbook of Texas Online notes his accomplishments in this role: “Goddard 
moved to Austin around 1918, when he was appointed state health officer by Governor William P. Hobby. He held this post 
for two years, during which he established the Bureau of Child Hygiene and Communicable Diseases. He was also 
instrumental in organizing departments of health in sixty-five counties across Texas.”1 By 1923, Dr. Goddard had become 
director of the University of Texas Public Health Service; in 1925, he was elected president of the Texas Federation for 
Health Education. By 1926 he had returned to the post of Health Officer, this time for the City of Austin.  

Throughout the course of his career, Goddard was praised for his civic-mindedness and his quick action to suppress several 
epidemics in Texas, including organizing quarantine facilities during the Spanish influenza outbreak and a later outbreak of 
the bubonic plague. Goddard’s efforts in 1920 virtually eradicated the plague in Texas.2 

However, in 1927, Goddard’s legacy of progressive health reform and public health campaigning came to an end. After 
delivering a stack of papers to Acting City Manager Adam Johnson, Dr. Goddard shot and critically wounded Johnson in 
his office at City Hall. Though Johnson survived, Goddard took his own life while awaiting questioning. Though several 
news articles describe the shooting and suicide in lurid detail, only “differences of opinion” were mentioned as Goddard’s 
motive, with vague references to disagreements over public health funding after Johnson received a substantial pay raise, 
purportedly leading to Johnson asking for Goddard’s resignation.3,4 Shortly after Goddard’s death, his widow and children 
sold the house at 2514 Pearl Street and moved to Waco.  

During the 1930s, the house was briefly occupied by Brown & Root field engineer Willis Powell and his wife, Kathryn. 
The Powells sold the home to Terrill M. Trimble and his family. During his time in the home in the 1940s, Trimble worked 
as the assistant division superintendent of the Texas State Department of Education. Trimble was the first to hold 
this position in the state government.  
The house was divided into a fourplex in the 1950s, and was rented mainly to students at the University of Texas 
after that. It briefly became a sixplex in the early ‘80s, but was converted back to four apartments.  
DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
 

1 Joseph R. Sanchez, “Goddard, Charles Walter,” Handbook of Texas Online, https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/goddard-
charles-walter. 
2 Ibid. 
3 “Health Supervision Of Schools And Students. Dr C W Goddard.”  The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 July 1923: B1. 
4 Sanchez, Joseph R.  

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects at potential historic landmarks. The following standards apply to the 
proposed project: 

Repair and alterations 
1. General standards 
The proposed project removes intact historic-age wood windows.  

5. Windows, doors, and screens 
Vinyl replacement windows are not appropriate for historic-age buildings.  

Summary 
The project does not meet the applicable standards. 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2020 North Central Austin survey lists the property as not eligible for landmark designation. 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Central additions appear to have been constructed during the historic 

period, with rear additions constructed in 1983 per permits. Though the building’s form remains distinct, fenestration 
appears to have been modified during the historic period. 

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 
determined that it may meet two criteria: 

a. Architecture. The building appears to have been constructed with American Foursquare influences, rare in 
Austin; however, some modifications have been made over the building’s lifespan. 

b. Historical association. The property may have significant historical associations with Dr. C. W. Goddard, public 
health official, early epidemiologist, and attempted assassin. It is also associated with educator T. M. Trimble, 
Texas’ first assistant division superintendent of the State Department of Education. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the 
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage the applicant to repair and retain historic-age wood windows at the original portion of the house; if 
replacement is required due to deterioration, encourage clad-wood replacement windows over vinyl at the original public-
facing elevations; but release the partial demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 

 
Google Maps – 2023 
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Google Maps – 2023 

 
North Central Austin survey, 2020 
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https://www.apartments.com/2514-pearl-st-austin-tx-unit-a/zx087fw/  

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2023 
1959 2514 – Vacant 
 2514a – Wilmer L. Fiesenhahn 
 2514b – Chas. S. Jones 
 2514c – Vacant  
 2514d – John H. Bedenbaugh 
 
1957 2514 – Vacant 
 2514a – Geo Luhn 
 2514b – Robert & Beverly Holmes 
 2514c – Vacant  
 2514d – Joe Pinson 
 
1955 2514 – Kenneth I. Clark 
 2514a – Louis R. & Anne B. Lumbley – student  
 2514b – Henry & Melba J. Foreman – Typist at Nelson Typesetting 
 
1954 2514 – Kenneth I. & Kathryn L. Clark – USAF  
 2514a – Donald L. & Lila Prager – Press photographer 
 2514b – Frank C. & Mary J. Allen – student  
 
1953 Glen H. & Maudie Ramey – UT student 
1952 Vacant 
1949 Terrill M. & Elizabeth Trimble – Assistant Division Superintendent, State Dept. of Education 

https://www.apartments.com/2514-pearl-st-austin-tx-unit-a/zx087fw/
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1947 Terrill M. & Elizabeth Trimble – Assistant Division Superintendent, State Dept. of Education 
1944 Terrill M. & Elizabeth Trimble – Assistant Division Superintendent, State Dept. of Education 
1942 Vacant 
1941 Vacant 
1940 Willis M. & Kathryn Powell – General Field Support, Brown & Root  
1939 Willis M. & Kathryn Powell – General Field Support, Brown & Root 
1937 Address not listed 
Permits 

 

 
Water service permit, 1938 
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Water service permits for additional apartments, 1951 
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Historical information 

 

  
“Texas Health Board Plans New Procedure: Will Do Work Formerly Done by War Department if Appropriation Is Made-

-Status of Affairs.” The Statesman (1916-1921); 24 Apr 1919: 8.   
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“State Health Board Ordered Practical, Necessary Taken Up.” The Statesman (1916-1921); 02 May 1919: 3.   

  
“Goddard Desires Welfare Measure.” The Statesman (1916-1921); 09 June 1919: 2. 

 



29 – 12 

   
“STATE HEALTH OFFICERS BEFORE CITY COUNCIL” The Statesman (1916-1921); 20 June 1919: 10 
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“TO TEACH SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS PLAN: Proposal for Aggressive Campaign in Favor of Instruction is 

Made.” The Statesman (1916-1921); 28 Aug 1919: 5. 
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“Mayor Yett Will Designate Date For Clean-Up Day: State Health Officer Asks Support Of City Executive In 

Health Crusade.” The Statesman (1916-1921); 19 Sep 1919: 5.   
“Dr. Goddard Asks Co-Operation In Fight Against Mosquitoes.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 May 

1922: 10. 
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“Health Supervision Of Schools And Students. Dr C W Goddard.”  The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 July 1923: B1. 
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“City Council Will Discuss Typhoid Fever Situation: Will Meet at 3 o'Clock This Afternoon and Consider 

Physician's Report.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 29 Aug 1923: 5. 
“HEALTH SOCIETY: Goddard To Head New Federation.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973). 
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“Work Praised: Splawn Reviews Record Of Goddard.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 06 July 1926: 10. 

“AUSTIN HEALTH: Goddard Reviews Work of City.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 19 Oct 1926: 1.   
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“Dr. Goddard Kills Self After Shooting City Manager Johnson: Health Officer Dies In Cell After Wounding 

Johnson At His Desk.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 Mar 1927: 1. 
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“GODDARD FUNERAL: Doctor's Body Sent to Bell County for Burial.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 

15 Mar 1927: 10.   
Other 12 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 20 June 1927: 8. 
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“Woods Selects Fort Worthian.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 25 Aug 1938: 14. 

“T.M. Trimble Receives MD.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 June 1950: 21. 
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“Ted Trimble Takes Vows In Houston.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 21 June 1950: 8. 

“Death Claims T.M. Trimble In Fort Worth.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 Apr 1952: 1. 
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Joseph R. Sanchez, “Goddard, Charles Walter,” Handbook of Texas Online, accessed March 20, 2023, 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/goddard-charles-walter. 

 

Maps 

    
1935 and 1962 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/  

 
 
 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/goddard-charles-walter
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/
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