
28 – 1 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

APRIL 5, 2023 
PR-2023-014371; GF-2023-027652 

 2200 SAN ANTONIO STREET   
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1961 ecclesiastical education building. 

ARCHITECTURE 
2200 San Antonio Street is a two-story brick building designed by Fehr and Granger. Originally an addition to a ca. 1890s 
residential building, it retains most of its exterior brick and vertical glazed brick accent headers, except for where it once 
connected to the now-demolished house. Fenestration includes horizontal sliding aluminum windows and double doors 
beneath a metal awning. A privacy wall, which once had solar-tile accents characteristic of mid-century Modern buildings, 
shields the building at the San Antonio Street façade.  

RESEARCH 
The building at 2200 San Antonio Street, also addressed as 502 W. 22nd Street, was constructed in 1961 for the Lutheran 
Student Foundation by B. J. Building Corporation. Designed by prominent Austin architects Fehr and Granger, who were 
known for their Modern designs and functional educational and ecclesiastical buildings, the boxy brick structure was 
attached to an existing 1890s house, used by the Foundation as the University of Texas Lutheran Student Center. During its 
first few years, the building served as an educational facility, an event space, a pick-up and drop-off point for picketers in 
favor of desegregation, and a space where students volunteered with various civic groups. 

Despite the initial plan to replace the old building with a matching brick building within six years, the Foundation instead 
purchased a plot of land down the street at 2100 San Antonio and sold 2200. The old house was demolished during the early 
1970s and not replaced; the empty lot was used for parking. The building was used by Ginny’s Copies, Republic Life 
Insurance, and the University Tennis Foundation before it was purchased by the University Baptist Church, once again 
becoming an ecclesiastical education building before its sale to private owners.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
Council Resolution No. 20160623-082 directs the Historic Preservation Office to refer demolition applications for buildings 
fifty years or older and dedicated to civic uses, including but not limited to, ecclesiastical, educational, recreational, 
charitable, hospital, and other institutional or community uses, to the Historic Landmark Commission.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity as a standalone structure. Though it was constructed as an addition to 

a building that was demolished, it still retains its original form, fenestration pattern, and most of its materials (solar tiles 
have been removed from the privacy wall at San Antonio Street). However, it no longer conveys the design intent of 
the architects as a modern addition to a late-nineteenth-century residential-scale building. 

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 
determined that it may meet two criteria: 

a. Architecture. The building is a small-scale example of the Modern style employed by Fehr and Granger.  
b. Historical association. The property is associated with the University of Texas’ Lutheran community.  
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package. The loss of the building’s 
relationship to the original house on the lot impacts its ability to convey its significance.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 
1958 aerial, US Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service 

 
1965 aerial, US Department of Agriculture 

 
1977 aerial photograph, International Aerial Mapping Company for the City of Austin 
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Douglass, Neal. Lutheran Student Center and Bible Chair, photograph, January 17, 1957; University of North Texas Libraries, The 

Portal to Texas History; crediting Austin History Center, Austin Public Library. 
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Demolition permit application, 2023 
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Google Street View, 2011. Solar tiles at San Antonio side have been removed.  

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, February 2023 

1972 Republic National Life Insurance Co. 

1968 Lutheran Student Center 

1965 Lutheran Student Center 

1962 Lutheran Student Center 

Historical Information 
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Austin History Center, Fehr & Granger Architectural Files, F9-727: Lutheran Student Center 
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Lutheran Board Meeting Slated At UT Tonight. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 06 Dec 1957: 2 

Student Center Contracts Let. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 05 Nov 1960: 5. 
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Austin 'Home' Planned For Lutheran Students. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 20 Nov 1960: A18 



28 – 12 

 
Lutherans To Dedicate Center. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 07 May 1961: B12. 

 
Reception Welcomes UT Pastor. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 16 Sep 1962: B5. 
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Pickets Eye The Avenue. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 08 Mar 1963: A1. 

 
2,300 Member Gain Noted by Lutherans. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 17 Apr 1963: 16 
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The Program Offers: A Place of Learning 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 12 July 1968: 18. 

 
Legal Notice 1 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 05 Oct 1970: 47 

Classified Ad 8 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 12 Nov 1971: 74 

 
TENNIS: Toppers Win 14th Straight. Roy, Mark.  The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex. [Austin, 

Tex]. 28 Apr 1974: C2. 
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Maps 

 

1962 Sanborn Fire Insurance map 

Permits 

 
Water tap permit, 1961 
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Addition inspection card, 1961 

 
Remodel permit, 1975 
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