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JOINT INCLUSSION COMMITTEE (JIC) 

FY23-2024 BUDGET RECOMMENDATION 20230329-006 
HEALTH PRIORITY – EXPAND FUNDING FOR PARD SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 

AND ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

   Date:      March 29, 2023 

   Subject:  Joint Endorsement of the Mayor’s Committee for People with Disabilities’ 
FY23-24 Budget Recommendation 20230310-3: Increase Funding for 
Recreational Services, including Day Habilitation Services, for Children and 
Adults with Intellectual Disabilities (JIC Health Priority) 

 
   Motioned by:  Commissioner Jennifer Powell       Seconded By: Commissioner Idonna Griffith 

 
 

 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s Committee for People with Disabilities (MCPD) regularly considers 
significant and diverse issues impacting residents of and visitors to the City of Austin with 
disabilities, including those with intellectual disabilities; 
 
WHEREAS, family members of children and adults with intellectual disabilities have 
experienced an acute lack of recreational and vocational programming for children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities in Austin; 
 
WHEREAS, recreational and vocational programming for children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities provided by the City of Austin is not able to accommodate all of the children and 
adults with intellectual disabilities who need that programming; 
 
WHEREAS, recreational and vocational programming for children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities provided by the City of Austin at the McBeth Recreational Center, the Alamo 
Recreational Center and the Dottie Jordan Recreational Center have long waiting lists, 
including for those children and adults using state funds for people with disabilities and those 
privately paying for that programming; 
 
WHEREAS, the staffing ratios for adults with intellectual disabilities that are 22 years and 
older in City of Austin day habilitation programs are half of what they are for people with 
intellectual disabilities under 22 years of age at City of Austin recreational centers, including 
McBeth Recreational Center, the Alamo Recreational Center and the Dottie Jordan 
Recreational Center; 

MAYOR’S COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITES RECOMMENDATION 20230310-3: 

 JOINTLY ENDORSED RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL ON FY23-2024 BUDGET 
 



Page 2 of 3 

WHEREAS, the lack of available day habilitation programming for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities negatively impacts their quality of life and negatively impacts the 
quality of life and ability to work of their family members who care for them; 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Joint Inclusion Committee collectively 
endorses the Mayor’s Committee for People with Disabilities’ recommendation that the City 
prioritize for funding in its Fiscal Year 2023-24 budget increased funding for programming 
through the City of Austin Parks Department and the City’s Public Health Department for 
people with intellectual disabilities, including increased funding for recreational programming 
for children and day habilitation programming for adults with intellectual disabilities at the 
McBeth Recreational Center, the Alamo Recreational Center and the Dottie Jordan 
Recreational Center and at other recreational centers, for those paying for such programming 
using state funds or paying privately, and increased inclusive recreational programming for 
people with intellectual disabilities and those without in all parts of Austin. 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor’s Committee for 
People with Disabilities requests that the Austin City Council allocate funds and explore all 
available means to increase programming and improve services for people with disabilities. 
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For:          African American Resource Advisory Commission: Gregory Smith  
         Asian American Quality-of-Life Advisory Commission: Hanna Huang 
                 Commission for Women: Rebecca Austen  

        Commission on Aging: Amy Temperley  
        Early Childhood Council: Raul Alvarez  
        Hispanic/Latino Quality-of Life-Resource Advisory Commission: Amanda Afifi  
        Human Rights Commission: Idonna Griffith 
        LGBTQ+ Quality-of-Life Advisory Commission: Charles Curry  
        Mayor’s Committee for People with Disabilities: Jennifer Powell 

 
Against:   None. 
 
Abstain:   None. 
 
Absent:    Commission on Immigrant Affairs: Juan Vences-Benitez  

    African American Resource Advisory Commission: Gregory Smith 
    
 

Attest:      Jeremy Garza, Staff Liaison, Equity Office:   
  
             

x_______________________________           
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 8 – 0 


