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Riparian Zone Mitigation 
Fund

C lar i f y ing  the  c u rre nt  l angu age
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Background
• Cu r ren t  Code  a l l ows  qua l i f y i ng  p ro j ec t s  t o  pay  i n t o  t he  

R ipa r i an  Zone  M i t i ga t i on  Fund  when  unab le  t o  p rov i de  100% 
on -s i t e  m i t i ga t i on  f o r  f l oodp la i n  mod i f i c a t i ons .

• Enab l i ng  o rd i nanc e  l anguage  exp l i c i t l y  gave  s ta f f  t he  ab i l i t y  t o  
us e  f unds  t o  pu rc has e  m i t i ga t i on  l and .  

• Due  t o  r i s i ng  l and  c os t s ,  s t a f f  f i nd  t ha t  a  mo re  e f f ec t i ve  us e  o f  
t h i s  f und  wou ld  be  f o r  r es to ra t i on  p ro j ec t s  i n  many  c as es .

• Deg raded  c ond i t i on  o f  mos t  f l oodp la i ns  i n  eas t  Trav i s  Coun ty  
w i l l  r equ i r e  r es to ra t i on  t o  imp rove  f unc t i on .

• WPD s ta f f  r eques t  t ha t  C i t y  Counc i l  amend  t he  re l evan t  
o rd i nanc e  l anguage  t o  c l a r i f y  t ha t  t he  f und  c an  be  us ed  f o r  
f l oodp la i n  r es to ra t i on  p ro j ec t s .
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Background
• Floodplain Modif icat ion prohibi ted in  the  Cri t ical  Water  

Qual i ty  Zone

• Floodplain Modif icat ion prohibi ted outs ide the  Cri t ical  
Water  Qual i ty  Zone,  with exceptions

• Existing health and safety

• Floodplains in fair or poor condition

• Significant demonstrable environmental benefit
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Background
Requirements

• be  des i gned  t o  ac c ommoda te  ex i s t i ng  and  f u l l y - vege ta ted  c ond i t i ons ;  
• enc ou rage  s ound  eng inee r i ng  and  ec o log i c a l  p rac t i c es ,  p reven t  and  

reduc e  deg rada t i on  o f  wa te r  qua l i t y,  and  enc ou rage  t he  s tab i l i t y  and  
i n t eg r i t y  o f  f l oodp la i ns  and  wa te rways ,  as  p res c r i bed  i n  t he  f l oodp la i n  
mod i f i c a t i on  c r i t e r i a  i n  t he  Env i r onmen ta l  C r i t e r i a  Manua l ;  

• r es to re  f l oodp la i n  hea l t h ,  o r  p rov i de  m i t i ga t i on  i f  r es to ra t i on  i s  
i n f eas i b l e ,  t o  s uppo r t  na tu ra l  f unc t i ons  and  p roc es s es  as  p res c r i bed  i n  
t he  f l oodp la i n  mod i f i c a t i on  c r i t e r i a  i n  t he  Env i r onmen ta l  C r i t e r i a  Manua l ;  
and  

• c omp l y  w i t h  t he  requ i r emen ts  o f Chap te r  25 -7 (D ra i nage ) ,  t he  D ra i nage  
C r i t e r i a  Manua l ,  and  t he  Env i r onmen ta l  C r i t e r i a  Manua l .  
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https://library.municode.com/tx/austin/codes/land_development_code?nodeId=TIT25LADE_CH25-7DR
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Background
Intent

• preserv ing t he  na tu ra l  and  t r ad i t i ona l  c ha rac te r  o f  t he  l and  and  
wa te rway ;  

• enc ou rag ing  s ound  eng inee r i ng  and  ec o log i c a l  p rac t i c es ;  

• preven t ing and  reduc ing  deg rada t i on  o f  wa te r  qua l i t y ;  

• enc ou rag ing  t he  s tab i l i t y  and  i n t eg r i t y  o f  f l oodp la i ns  and  
wa te rways ;  and  

• res to r ing f l oodp la i n  hea l t h  t o  s uppo r t  na tu ra l  f unc t i ons  and  
p roc es s es .  
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Country Club Creek Trail
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Current language
7



C
IT

Y
 O

F
 A

U
S

T
IN

W
A

T
E

R
S

H
E

D
 P

R
O

T
E

C
T

IO
N

 D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

Current language

The Ripar ian Zone Mi t igat ion is  establ ished.  The 
d i rector  o f  the Watershed Protect ion Depar tment  
may a l locate money f rom the Ripar ian Zone 
Mi t igat ion Fund for  the purchase of  rest r ic t ions 
on or  fee t i t le  o f  proper ty  wi th in  the same 
watershed c lass i f icat ion as the proposed 
f loodpla in modi f icat ion e i ther  ins ide or  outs ide 
the Ci ty  of  Aust in ’s  jur isd ic t ion,  as prov ided […]
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Proposed language
9

The Ripar ian Zone Mi t igat ion is  establ ished.  The 
d i rector  o f  the Watershed Protect ion Depar tment  
may a l locate money f rom the Ripar ian Zone 
Mi t igat ion Fund for  the purchase of  rest r ic t ions 
on or  fee t i t le  o f  proper ty,  or  for  the 
implementat ion of  pro jects  or  programs to 
restore or  protect  f loodpla in heal th ,  wi th in  the 
same watershed c lass i f icat ion as the proposed 
f loodpla in modi f icat ion e i ther  ins ide or  outs ide 
the Ci ty  of  Aust in ’s  jur isd ic t ion,  as prov ided […]
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Why is this important?
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• Adds  c la r i t y  in  the  language

• C la r i f i es  o r ig ina l  in ten t  o f  the  
F loodp la in  Mod i f i ca t ion  p rov is ions  
in  code  and  c r i te r ia

• He lps  emphas ize  address ing  
u rgen t  res to ra t ion  needs ,  
par t i cu la ry  in  the  u rban  and  
suburban  wate rsheds  w i th in  the  
B lack land
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Request  from the Environmental 
Comission
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I ssue  a  recommendat ion  to  change in  language to  
p rov ide  c la r i t y  and  meet  the  in ten t  o f  the  f loodp la in  
mod i f i ca t ion  p rov is ions  in  code  and  c r i te r ia
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Questions/Comments
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