


umbrella nonprofit, or more than one nonprofit.

Expensive and environmentally harmful parking garages will not make Zilker Park more equitable or
accessible to low-income families. They will make the Park more expensive and exclusive! Who’s pushing
for the parking garages? Follow the money! Entities including nonprofits that are members of the Zilker351
umbrella nonprofit stand to benefit financially from donations generated from more wealthy and high-
income folks attending more and larger events at the Park!

Three two-story underground parking garages will likely cost more than $60 million to construct. The Parks
and Recreation Department will be under constant pressure to hold more and larger events to draw more
“paying customers” to Zilker Park to fill and pay for the expensive underground parking garages. Low-
income taxpayers in Austin will be “forced" to subsidize the parking garages even if they never use them.

ACLFest, Zilker Kite Festival, Trail of Lights, Blues On The Greens, and other events at Zilker Park will
offer more Platinum VIP tickets for $4,750 or more that provide convenient secure parking in new
underground parking garages for high-income and wealthy folks to enjoy chef-catered food, top-shelf
cocktails, and luxury front row air-conditioned seating. 

These events give ever larger donations to nonprofits including Austin Parks Foundation, The Trail
Conservancy, Trail of Lights Foundation, UMLAUF Sculpture Garden + Museum, Zilker Botanical
Gardens Conservancy, and Barton Springs Conservancy. These nonprofits now express support for the
proposed underground parking garages and event-related infrastructure that will facilitate more and larger
events at the Park.

Transferring oversight of all or part of Zilker Park to nonprofits will obstruct public transparency and
accountability because nonprofits are not subject to the Texas Open Meetings Act and their meetings,
deliberations, communications, and documents are not subject to the Texas Public Information Act or open
records requests.

The historic Barton Springs Road Bridge is an integral part of the Zilker Park and should be consistent and
congruent with the Zilker Park Vision Plan. Nevertheless, it appears that the Zilker Park Vision Plan will be
substantially complete before the plan and design for the Barton Springs Road Bridge are vetted through a
public review and comment process. Staff is apparently recommending replacement of the Barton Springs
Road Bridge and may be planning to seek Texas Historical Commission approval this spring to demolish it!

The Zilker Park Vision Plan and Barton Springs Road Bridge plan should be developed together and vetted
through a transparent and equitable public comment process that includes boards and commissions. If the
Zilker Park Vision Plan is approved with massive parking garages and more vehicle parking spaces, that
will establish a pretext for replacement of the Barton Springs Road Bridge with a new wider bridge that
facilitates more vehicular traffic to and through Zilker Park. 

To avoid potential conflict of interest, members of City Boards and Commissions that are members of or
have substantial interests in nonprofits or other entities that directly benefit from events at Zilker Park
should recuse themselves from discussing or voting on the Zilker Park Vision Plan and Barton Springs
Road Bridge plan.

Please ask staff if the voices of any advocates and stakeholders were turned down during the public
engagement process for the Zilker Park Vision Plan or Barton Springs Road Bridge plan as apparently
occurred during the public engagement process for the City's transit oriented development policies. 

Thank you for considering my comments!



Thank you for your service!

David King
Austin, TX 78704
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Thank you Ms. Corona for sharing these concerns with the commissioners.

The Vision Plan doesn't tell the full story that Austinites should be notified of like, 

-Will Austin residents be notified of the construction timeline and what parts of the park will be usable when. 

-Has the city considered more creative alternatives to the parking situation with creating their own Pedicab and green shuttle system. 
I think the public input on this would be helpful. Our creative public/community could submit ideas to the Parks Dept.

-The inner-workings of the Zilker 351 group are confusing.  How much will they each get paid and where will those funds come from? I don't see
this explanation on their website. 

-Lastly, I mentioned to the Environmental Commission and I will repeat it here: We don't need or want another Waterloo! (Waterloo Park). 
Waterloo took millions and years to renovate but the result is a stage where Austinites pay high titicket prices for a park we paid for. 
If you think Waterloo is "kinda cool" as one of the Environmental Commissioners commented at their last meeting then GO and VISIT THAT park
but leave Zilker as natural as can be so the vast wide open beautiful space in our city that we love and need. 

Thank you for your attention and your service,
Christina Valenzuela 
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Hi Christina,
 
I hope you are well. I am sorry but unfortunately, the sign-up time for the teleconference public comment closed today at noon.
 
You may submit public comments to me via email if you would like and I will forward them to commissioners and upload on the
Design Commission webpage.
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards,
 
Nicole Corona
Administrative Specialist | Zoning and Urban Design
City of Austin, Housing and Planning Department
Email: Nicole.Corona@austintexas.gov
Phone: 512-974-3146
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