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Bruce Robison, Marcia Ball, and Alvin Crow are just a few of the musicians who still 

perform regularly at the honky-tonk. 

Significance 

Old fashioned honky tonks are hard to find in Texas, and even rarer in Austin. 

The Broken Spoke is one of a kind. “It’s kind of like Austin City Limits,” says Dale 

Watson, who first sat on the stage in 1992. “It’s a place you aspire to play if you grew up 

in Texas and you want to play real dance halls in Austin – it’s the only one left.” 

The Spoke’s iconic standing in the city has grown even greater in the past few 

years, as commercial properties have been built around it. Now, when driving down 

South Lamar Boulevard, residents can literally see the juxtaposition of “new Austin” and 

“old Austin” in the shadow the buildings cast over the Spoke.  

At more than 56 years old, the Broken Spoke is still going strong. Despite the 

changing landscape of Austin, the integrity of the building and the spirit of the Broken 

Spoke has remained unchanged.  

As James White used to say: “We’re a place for good food, cold beer and 

whiskey, and good-lookin’ girls to dance with, and that’s the way we want to keep it,” he 

says. “No hangin’ fern baskets, no Pierre water, and no Grey Poupon. You’re gettin’ the 

real mustard out here, the real deal.” It’s a “real deal” that becomes scarcer every year. 
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February 27, 2023

Terri Myers, Chair

City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission

Re: Broken Spoke City of Austin Historic Landmark Designation

Dear Ms. Myers,

Preservation Austin exists to empower Austinites to shape a more inclusive, resilient, and meaningful community culture

through preservation. We write today to express our support for the designation of the Broken Spoke as a City of Austin

Historic Landmark for Architecture, Historic Associations, Community Value. Simply put, the Broken Spoke is an Austin

institution whose existence is essential to the identity of our city. As development pressures are ever-increasing, landmark

designation is one of the best and only tools available to safeguard the future of the Broken Spoke.  We applaud Council for

initiating historic zoning on this property and for recognizing the urgent need to protect this treasured icon of Austin.

On November 10, 1964, proprietors James and Annetta While opened the Broken Spoke as a traditional country music venue

and old fashioned Texas dance hall. Its utilitarian and vernacular style is characteristic of honky tonks across Texas from the

time, with a porch facade and single-story wood construction as hallmarks of the style. Over the last 59 years, a “who’s who”

of Texas music has performed at this iconic venue. Bob Wills and His Texas Playboys, Roy Acuff, Tex Ritter, Ernest Tubb all sang

at the Spoke in its early days, followed by such luminaries as Willie Nelson, Kris Kristofferson, the Dixie Chicks, George Strait,

Jerry Jeff Walker, and Alvin Crow. In 2021, the Broken Spoke was honored with a State Historic Marker and is currently pending

Registered Texas Historic Landmark status. Though South Lamar’s rural landscape has transformed drastically since the 1960s,

the Broken Spoke continues to endure as a cornerstone of Austin’s live music culture.

Our support for the designation of the Broken Spoke is in alignment with our organization’s Legacy Business Advocacy Priority.

Over the last several years, many of Austin’s most iconic businesses have shuttered due to economic and development

pressures, with others expected to follow in the near future. Recognizing the urgent need to protect these important cultural

landmarks, we adopted this priority to identify, uplift, and create new tools to preserve and sustain legacy businesses citywide.

We know that landmark designation is one of the most important tools available to protect what remains of Austin’s historic

and cultural heritage. While many legacy businesses often do not meet the criteria for designation, the Broken Spoke’s historic

significance to Austin and the state of Texas is undeniable and must be recognized. The permanent protections offered by

landmark designation are imperative to secure the future of this vital institution. Preservation Austin urges the Historic

Landmark Commission to recommend historic zoning for the iconic Broken Spoke so that it may continue to thrive for

generations to come.

Thank you for your service to our city,

Linda Y. Jackson, President
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From:
To: Contreras, Kalan
Subject: Zoning case # 2022-0176
Date: Tuesday, March 21, 2023 4:55:10 PM

You don't often get email from joycepulich@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is important

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Case # C14H-2022-0176

Warren and Joyce Pulich
2300 Westway Circle 
Austin Tx 78704

We are in favor of the historical designation for the Broken Spoke. Please convey this to the Planning
Commission on March 28, 2023 and to the City Council on April 20, 2023.

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL
source. Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you

believe this to be a malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov.
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From: Harden, Joi
To: Contreras, Kalan; Rivera, Andrew
Subject: FW: C14H-2022-0176-Broken Spoke
Date: Friday, March 24, 2023 3:02:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI – Please see correspondence below from Richard Suttle. Thanks! -Joi
 

From: Harden, Joi 
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 3:01 PM
To: 'Richard Suttle, Jr.' <RSuttle@abaustin.com>
Cc: 'Greg Miller' ; 

; Jewels Cain 
Subject: RE: C14H-2022-0176-Broken Spoke
 
Received. At the March 28 Planning Commission meeting, the above mentioned item will be offered
as consent postponement.
 
Thank you.
 
Best,
Joi Harden, AICP
Interim Zoning Officer|Zoning and Urban Design
City of Austin, Housing and Planning Department
O: (512) 974-1617

Please note: E-mail correspondence to and from the City of Austin is subject to
required disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act.

 
 
 
 

From: Richard Suttle, Jr.  
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 1:58 PM
To: Harden, Joi <Joi.Harden@austintexas.gov>
Cc: 'Greg Miller' <
< Jewels Cain 
Subject: C14H-2022-0176-Broken Spoke
 

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Joi,
 
I represent the owner of the land and structure that the tenant, James and Annetta White D/B/A the
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Broken Spoke has under a lease.
 
As a follow-up to the previous verbal request, the owner of the property requests a postponement
of consideration of the case until April 25.  The purpose of the request is to allow time for the owner
to evaluate the ramifications of an H designation and discuss it with the City staff.  There are no
demolition permits pending and no business disruption anticipated so the postponement will not
result in any harm.   In the unlikely event the postponement is not granted the owner respectfully
protests the proposed change in zoning. 
 
Thank you in advance,
 
Richard
 
 
 

Richard T. Suttle, Jr. 
Armbrust & Brown, PLLC
100 Congress Avenue, Suite 1300
Austin, Texas 78701-2744

 

www.abaustin.com

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS CONFIDENTIAL AND IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE
NAMED ADDRESSEE(S). THIS MESSAGE MAY BE PROTECTED BY ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE. IF THE READER OF
THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS NOT AN INTENDED RECIPIENT (OR THE INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF
THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE TO AN INTENDED RECIPIENT), BE ADVISED THAT ANY REUSE, DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION,
OR COPYING OF THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IS PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL MESSAGE IN ERROR,
PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER AND DELETE THE MESSAGE. THANK YOU.
 

CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source.
Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a

malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to
cybersecurity@austintexas.gov.
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From: Donna Marie Miller
To: Alvarado, Melissa; Contreras, Kalan; Allen, Amber
Subject: Fwd: Request for your support of historic zoning for the Broken Spoke on April 25th
Date: Thursday, April 13, 2023 4:31:20 PM

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***

Hello Melissa, Kalan and Amber,

I am forwarding to you the letter I emailed to the Austin Planning Commission in advance of the
April 25th meeting to decide whether to grant historic zoning for the Broken Spoke.

In advance of the meeting please correct the narrative to omit Joe Bayland, James M. White's
late step-father, from any presentations. He did not help build the Broken Spoke.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Donna Marie Miller 
Date: Thu, Apr 13, 2023 at 4:22 PM
Subject: Request for your support of historic zoning for the Broken Spoke on April 25th
To: <bc-Jeffrey.Thompson@austintexas.gov>, <bc-Yvette.Flores@austintexas.gov>, <bc-
jessica.cohen@austintexas.gov>, <BC-Patrick.Howard@austintexas.gov>, <BC-
Grayson.Cox@austintexas.gov>, <BC-Joao.Connolly@austintexas.gov>, <BC-
greg.anderson@austintexas.gov>, <bc-adam.haynes@austintexas.gov>, <bc-
felicity.maxwell@austintexas.gov>, <bc-todd.shaw@austintexas.gov>, <BC-
Jennifer.Mushtaler@austintexas.gov>, <BC-Awais.Azhar@austintexas.gov>, <bc-
alice.woods@austintexas.gov>, <BC-Claire.Hempel@austintexas.gov>, <BC-
Arati.Singh@austintexas.gov>

Dear Austin Planning Commission members,

This email is a request for your support for historic zoning for Austin's Broken Spoke on
April 25th.

Yesterday’s April 12th dedication of an authentic Texas Historical Marker at Austin’s Broken
Spoke fulfilled a dream for me and for friends and the family of the late founder James M.
White. Since the day in 2013 that I began writing my book, The Broken Spoke; Austin’s
Legendary Honky-Tonk, the White family became my extended family. After Texas A&M
University Press published my book in 2017, I became determined to obtain a Texas Historical
Marker for the Broken Spoke. 

Last November former District 5 Austin City Council member Ann Kitchen helped to push the
council members to name the Broken Spoke a city landmark. However, that designation alone
does not protect the land where the Broken Spoke sits from being redeveloped. The White
family built and owns the building known as the Broken Spoke, but CWS Capital Partners LLC
of California owns the land beneath it and also the adjacent commercial property to its
immediate north and south known as The 704. 

Currently the Broken Spoke has just a five-year-lease with CWS Capital Partners LLC. The
LLC's spokesman in Austin, Mike Brittingham, asked the planning commission to postpone
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their March 28th vote on the historic zoning for the Broken Spoke. I believe that the LLC wants
to oppose historic zoning because it might restrict future redevelopment of the land where the
famous honky-tonk sits.

Currently members of the Austin Cultural Trust, led by Anne Gaitling-Haynes, have been in
negotiations with CWS Capital Partners LLC to grant the White family a long-term lease
beyond five years. However, Brittingham has been resistant to negotiations.

On April 25th you will vote on whether to grant historical zoning status to the little block of
land where the Broken Spoke has sat for nearly 59 years. I am asking for your support in favor
of historical zoning for the Broken Spoke.

Afterwards, the final vote on historical zoning for the Broken Spoke will return to Austin City
Council May 18th.

Please support me, the Broken Spoke family made up of musicians, country western dancers,
movie celebrities and generations of the White family, to preserve the famous honky-tonk for
future generations. 

James and Annetta White opened the Broken Spoke in 1964--then a mile south of the Austin
city limits--under a massive live oak tree and beside what would eventually become South
Lamar Boulevard. White built the building, beginning construction on the day he received his
honorable discharge from the US Army. And for more than 58 years, the Broken Spoke has
served up, in the famous words of White's well-worn speech: "...cold beer, good whiskey, the
best chicken fried steak in town...and good country music."

Today the original rustic, barn-style building, surrounded by sleek, high rise apartments, still sits
on South Lamar, a tribute and remembrance of an Austin that has almost vanished. Housing
nearly 59 years of country music memorabilia and about a thousand lifetimes of memories at the
Broken Spoke, the Whites still honor a promise made years ago, they're: "keepin' it country."

Some of the artists who have performed at the Broken Spoke include Ernest Tubb, Bob Wills,
Jerry Jeff Walker, Willie Nelson, Kinky Friedman, Ray Benson and Asleep at the Wheel, Dolly
Parton, Ray Price, Kitty Wells, Gary P. Nunn, George Strait, Alvin Crow and Garth Brooks. 

As the fame and appeal of the Broken Spoke spread, so did the regular appearances of
celebrities such as actors Robert Duvall and Clint Eastwood, the late Coach Darrell Royal of the
University of Texas, Mario Andretti, and the late former First Lady of Texas Lady Bird
Johnson. Their photos are just some of those that line the walls at the Broken Spoke.

Many now famous musicians from the Austin area Texas kickstarted their careers at the Broken
Spoke. That list includes Marcia Ball, aka: Freda and the Firedogs, who performed at the first
campaign party for U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett there in 1972 when he began his first run for the
Texas Senate. Then Governor George W. Bush held his first Presidential campaign  party at the
Broken Spoke in 1999.

Austin radio station deejays Joe Gracey and Rusty Bell termed the words "progressive country"
when reviewing acts at the Broken Spoke and The Old Armadillo World Headquarters in the
1970s.  The artists performed cross-over music that incorporated honky-tonk, rockabilly, and the
Bakersville, California sound with the attitudes of the 1960s counterculture movement.
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In 2018, when the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum in Nashville opened its "Outlaws
and Armadillos" exhibit to run three years through 2021, curators honored James M. White and
Austin's  Broken Spoke with their own display cases of memorabilia and photos. The CMHofF 
presented a tale of two cities that forever changed country music. As exhibit companions, the
museum released a two-CD set: "Outlaws & Armadillos: Country's Roaring '70s," as well as a
124-page companion book.

Film producers Brenda Mitchell Sam Wainwright-Douglas in 2016 released a
documentary, Honky Tonk Heaven: the Legend of the Broken Spoke. The video is available on
Amazon. My book, The Broken Spoke; Austin's Legendary Honky-Tonk, published in 2017 by
Texas A&M University Press, and in 2019 as a second printing, is available everywhere books
are sold. 

Please support historic zoning for the Broken Spoke on April 25th. Thank you so much!

--

-- 
Donna Marie Miller

https://donnamariemiller.com
http://donnamariemillerblog.com
https://twitter.com/donnamarie2014?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/DonnaMarieMiller2014
https://www.instagram.com/donnamariemiller2013/
https://www.facebook.com/bookaboutthebrokenspoke/

Order my books, Texas Secessionists Standoff; the 1997 Republic of Texas War, and The Broken
Spoke: Austin's Legendary Honky-Tonk, published by Texas A&M University Press April 22,
2017, on these websites:

TAMU:

https://www.tamupress.com/author/donna-marie-miller/

Book People: 

https://www.bookpeople.com/search/site/Donna%20Marie%20Miller

Barnes and Noble: 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/Donna%20Marie%20Miller

Books A Million: 

https://www.booksamillion.com/search?
filter=&id=8728690288281&query=Donna+Marie+MIller

Audible.com 

https://www.audible.com/pd/The-Broken-Spoke-Audiobook/B07W7W69D9?
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