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What is an SOS Amendment
• 1992 Save  Our  Spr ings  ord inance  adopted  by  c i t i zen  

in i t ia t ive
• Per  25 -8 -515 ,  var iances  to  SOS  are  not  a l lowed
• Supermajor i ty  o f  Counc i l  must  approve  amendments  to  

SOS
• Counc i l  Reso lut ion  20221027-038  on  October  27 ,  2022:

“  The  C i ty  Manager  i s  d i rec ted  to  in i t ia te  s i te  spec i f i c  
var iances  …..
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Slaughter Lane Improvement Project
• S laughter  Lane  const ructed  in  ~ 1987  (before  SOS )
• One of  the  n ine  cor r idor  p ro jec ts  ident i f ied  for  

improvements  in  C i ty  o f  Aust in  Corr idor  Mobi l i ty  Program 
• Improvement  fund ing  prov ided  in  2016  Mobi l i ty  Bond
• Requi res  SOS  amendment  to  imperv ious  cover  l imi ts  to  

const ruct  improvements
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Environmental 
Features
• Williamson Creek and 

Slaughter Creek Watersheds
• Barton Springs Zone
• Edward Aquifer Recharge and 

Contributing Zone
• 54% Impervious Cover
• Karst and Wetland CEFs
• Non-compliant with SOS 

water quality requirements
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• Section A of 25-8-514 (Pollution Prevention Required) shall be modified to allow
a maximum impervious cover for the site of 69% net site area.

SOS Amendment

ALLOWABLE
Impervious Cover / Zone

Existing 
Impervious Cover in ROW

Proposed
Impervious Cover in ROW

15% / Recharge Zone 54% 69%
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Slaughter Lane Water Quality improvements

SOS Amendment

Pollutant Unit of 
Measure

SOS Required Annual 
Pollutant Removals

Project Annual 
Pollutant Removal 

(increase over 
existing)

Project Annual 
Pollutant Removal 

Beyond SOS 
Requirements

Project Annual % 
Removals Above 
SOS Requirement

Total Suspended 
Solids (TSS) lbs/yr 4,965.04 11,211.42 6,246.38 226%

Chemical Oxygen 
Demand (COD) lbs/yr 3,433 8,694 5,261 253%

E Coli 10^6 
MPN/yr 3,385,403 10,824,715 7,435,312 320%

Total Lead (Pb) lbs/yr 1.27 2.33 1.06 184%

Total Nitrogen (TN) lbs/yr 66.4 344.75 278.35 519%

Total Phosphorus 
(TP) lbs/yr 11.84 42.55 30.69 359%

Zinc (Zn) lbs/yr 5.67 10.33 4.66 182%
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Slaughter Lane Water Quality improvements

SOS Amendment
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• 25-8-364(B)(3) (Floodplain Modification) to allow floodplain modification 
within a floodplain that is in good or excellent condition.

• 25-8-641 (Removal Prohibited) to allow the removal of a heritage tree that 
has at least one stem that is 30 inches or larger in diameter.

Variances
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Floodplain Modification
Considerations
• Floodplain modification for water 

quality treatment
• Down stream CEFs
• Environmental constraints on 

other locations
• Limited area in ROW
• Existing development and real 

estate constraints
• 20+ locations examined 
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Heritage Tree Removal
Considerations
• Poor condition as determined by City 

Arborist
• Not a good candidate for 

transplanting
• Location prevents opening of traffic 

lanes in a public street (criteria for 
removal)

• Prevents development and 
reasonable use of the Right of Way

• Does not meet ECM tree 
preservation criteria

• Poses safety hazard
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Staff  Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment and associated 
variances with the following conditions:

• The project is providing compliance with SOS non-degradation water quality treatment for all 
new and reconstructed impervious cover.

• The project is providing improved water quality treatment for all existing impervious cover.
• The project is updating 2 existing water quality ponds to provide SOS non-degradation water 

quality treatment for 121.6 acres of offsite drainage including 31.9 acres of offsite impervious 
cover. 

• The project will reduce impact to 2 Critical Environmental Features – recharge and wetland 
features within a tributary of Slaughter Creek

• The project will pay into the Riparian Zone Mitigation Fund in lieu of providing mitigation for the 
Floodplain Modification associated with the new water quality ponds.

• Other than the SOS amendment and variances identified, the project complies with City Code.  
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Questions?
C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n :

L e s l i e  L i l l y  ( W P D )
l e s l i e . l i l l y @ a u s t i n t ex a s . g ov

mailto:leslie.lilly@austintexas.gov
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