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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

MAY 3, 2023 
PR-2023-037106; GF-2023-043167 

 1902 WEST 30TH STREET  
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1953 house listed as noncontributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District. 

ARCHITECTURE 

The house at 1902 West 30th Street is a one-story Ranch-style house with multilight metal casement windows, horizontal 
wood siding, a stone veneer water table, and a shallow-pitched roof with deep eaves. 

RESEARCH 

1902 West 30th Street was built in 1953 by builders Murchison and Sheppard. Its earliest occupants were Carl and Edna 
Sanderson. Carl Sanderson worked as a “tree surgeon,” an arborist specializing in pruning, felling, and caring for damaged 
trees. After his death in 1959, the house was sold to the Young family. Richard Young worked as a lithographer, while his 
son Robert became an electrical engineer.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2020 North Central Austin survey lists the property as a medium priority building that should be included as a 
contributing structure in the National Register Historic District and as a contributing building in a potential local historic 
district. The building was deemed non-contributing in the original Old West Austin district nomination.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed with Ranch influences.  
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 

significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse over demolition, but release the demolition permit upon completion 
of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Demolition Application – 2023 

 
North Central Austin survey, 2020 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, April 2023 

1959 Richard A. & Nell Young, owner – Lithographer at Steck Co. 

1957 Carl E. & Edna Sanderson, owner – Tree Surgery 

1955 Carl E. & Edna Sanderson, owner – Tree Surgery 

1954 Carl E. & Edna Sanderson, owner – Tree Surgery 

1953 Carl E. & Edna Sanderson, owner – Tree Surgery 

Historical information 

 
Classified Ad 6 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 July 1953: 13. 
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Display Ad 32 -- No Title. The Austin American (1914-1973); 15 Jan 1956: B11.   

DEATHS, FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 19 Sep 1959: 3.   

 
NASA Positions Given to Three UT Students. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 27 June 1963: A11. 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 04 Jan 1965: 10. 
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Permits 

 
Water service permit - 1953 

 
Building permit, 1953 

 
Building permit for addition, 1955 
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