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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAYy 3,2023
PR-2023-030839; GF-2023-043166
4601 EDGEMONT DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Partially demolish and construct a second-floor addition to a ca. 1955 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Ranch house with front-facing garage, cross-gabled roof with deep eaves, vertical wood siding with brick water
table, and replacement windows and roof.

RESEARCH

4601 Edgemont Drive was constructed by prolific Austin builder Walter Carrington in 1955, who made it his family home
until around 1963. A 2019 summary of Carrington’s career by Steve Sadowsky describes his impact on Austin’s built fabric
at midcentury:

Walter Carrington, a prolific homebuilder in central Texas, began his career in Austin in the early 1950s. [...] Many of his
homes...are located in the Northwest Hills neighborhoods of Austin, but he was also responsible for most of the houses in
University Hills, east of IH-35 during the same period. Carrington was a very open-minded builder: he did not engage in the
still-then prevalent process of red-lining to keep African-American buyers out of neighborhoods [...] Carrington was known
for his architectural and construction innovations, using architectural features...to create individualized projects [and] also
following the tenets of mid-century Modern design to diminish the contrast between the exterior and setting of the house
through the use of large expanses of glass to atmospherically blend the outdoors with the interior design and living spaces. [...]
He served as president of the Austin Home Builders Association in the late 1950s and as a life director for the National
Association of Home Builders. He was in business in Austin until the mid-1990s. !

By 1964, Carrington had sold the home to the Crowley family. Dan J. Crowley was the vice president of the Southern Union
Gas Company and chairman of the board of directors for the Austin Red Cross and Goodwill Industries. He also served as
chair of the Greater Austin Association and the Chamber of Commerce during his tenure in the home.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark
1) The building is more than 50 years old.
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Windows, roofing, and siding have been replaced. The accessory
dwelling unit at the rear was added in 2019 with minimal impact to the existing building.
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:
a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the Ranch style.
b. Historical association. The property is associated with builder Walter Carrington, who built and lived in the
home from 1955 to around 1963.
¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or
a particular demographic group.
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage the applicant to set the addition back at least 15 or beyond the ridgeline of the house, whichever is greater,
then release the partial demolition application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.

! Zoning Change Review Sheet, 2019: https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773



https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been preduced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Surce: http://www.4601edgemont.com/

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, March 2023

1959
1957
1955
1954

Walter R. & Betty C. Carrington, owner — owner of Carrington Built Homes
Walter R. & Betty C. Carrington, owner — owner of Carrington Built Homes
Walter R. & Betty C. Carrington, owner — owner of Carrington Built Homes

Address not listed.


http://www.4601edgemont.com/

Historical information

Carrington’s
Civie Work
Now Career

A sparctime civie praject led
Walter R. Carringlon inin a full-
lime earcer as & home huilder,

Carrington was chairman of the
Junior Chamber af Commerce com.
mittee that sponsored the con-

struction of a classroom at lhe
Austin Cerebral Palsy Center In
140,

Al that {ime, Carringlon had nn
thought of entering the construc-
tion feld: Bul he became so in-
terested in the building of the class-
room for crippled children that he
“eouldn't forget” i, He began tn
study plans, specifications, mate-
rials and costs 5o thoroughly that
he found he had a new back-
graund; 1o work from.

He decided to try his hand at -
home-building, Now, as president ¥
of Carringfon Ruilt Houses, Inc.,
Carringlon is constructing homns|
al the rale of 100 per year—slari-
Ing twn new anes each wrek ax
twa are figished. He specializes in
custom-bulit houses in all price
ranges—irom $7.000 o $40,000— |
and has erecled homes in all sece !
tinns of Austin,

Carrington is co-chairman of the
1955 Parade of Homes and has
three houses in the parade—lwo |
in Gaston Park and one in Barton
Hills.

As!nclaled with him in Carring-
fon Built Homes are John Harrison
Sr., vice ;president; Claude Wil
son, xecretary, and Forrest Pear-
son, treasurer. -

A resident of Austin since 1043,
Carrington’ recelved his B.A. de-
gree (in psychology) irom the Uni.
vorsity of Teaxas in 146,

I wan't ‘say I threw psychology
nut the windaw when I switched to
hnmn-hnlldipg The builder thinks
of every house in lerms of the
people who'll “live in  il=their
;fed' lhelr ]thu and their hob-

Mr. and - Mrs Carrington and
their ehildren, Catherine, &, amd
Trey, 2, lve- at 4501 Edgemont.

WALTER R. CARRINGTON

Carrington's Civic Work Now Career. The Austin American (1914-1973); 18 Sep 1955: E9.

Aiaitn Amerienn AT
Walter Carvington, presigent of Carringron  fine
Homes, took the leadership in the construction of low
cost homes for the urban renewal program known as
Donna Gardens in East Austin after spending many
years constructing homes in the luxury class,

Determination, adherence to &
principle and courage to walk un-
marked tralls—these sum up the
reasons hehind the present posd-
fion of Carringlon Fine Homes,
builder-creator of Donna Gardena,

‘The determination to be a build-
#r of homes sfaried In Waller
Carringlon more than 10 years
ago shortly afler his graduation
from the University of Texas, The
principal which he followed
through the years was fo build

homes that wers fine. Courage/

ared daring was required when
the task of bullding Durl'ﬂ Gardens
was  laced.

" was the l:l'lh!!rm ol seme-
thing that had never been dane
before In Austin — o build an
20 three-bedroom  houre with
the fine Carrington features of

In the $15000 to $40.000 mlu.
Highest an the list of "nmu"
rvery home has been
Hun on the ki!:ﬂm
room — arcas whene
Hme & consumed, Today,
rington kitchens with bullt-in
pliances are common, and
mous for their family rooms’"
become n second By-word,
Coniributing vitally 1o the
cess of Carringlon Fine Homes Iz
BetHe Carrington, whem Carrring-
fton met and married in New York
in 1948, She in an accomplished
decorator, having studied at the
American Academy of Att In Chi-
cagn. She has atlained prominent
recognition a8 A decorator under
the name of Bettle Crane,
“In the constructon of svery

Cuh
n ap-
"ta-| ganlza
hag
mie-

The Cacringlons reside at 460
Edgemont, with thelr twn chil.
dren, in & model® Carringlon Fine
Home.

Of Donna Gardens, “both agres
“It's an achlevemen nﬂ long
remember.’

Builder Is Proud Of Donna Project. The Austin American (1914-1973); 19 Oct 1958: D2.
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Police Watch |
House After
Bomb Threat

Austin police kept close walch
over the Northwest Austin resl
dence of home-bullder Waller
Carrington through the wee hours
of Wednesday following a mid-
night anonymous bomb threat,

Mrs, Carrington told pollce she
wns awakened at 12:15 a.m, Wed-
nesdny by a caller who hung up
the phone when she answered, A
minute later, she sald, the phone
rang again and a voice declnred:

"We are going to get all of you
tonight with a bomb."

Mrs, Carrington told Patrolman
Dillard Keirsey she could not dis-
miss the call ags prank because
ol previous telephone threats lnst
January followed by a slege of
property destruction at the Bal-
cones Park home. She sald their
mallbox had been blown up and
o window broken in vandal strikes
at the house,

Monday night, before the fam.
{ly retired, all the lights in the .
house went out. Investigation |
showed that an outside switch had|
been thrown manually cutting off
all electricity. |

I|showed that an outside switch had
,|been thrown manually cutting off
Jall electriclty.

‘lidea why the family Is belng

|vandallsm.

lobscene  language belore she
‘Islammed down the telephone re-
| celver.

vMond-ay nli:ht, before the fam-
lly retired, all the lights in the
house went oul, Investigation

Mrs, Carrington sald she had no

plagued with threats and ncts of

She sald the caller's volce was
dispuised and she could not telli

whether it was a man disgulsing!
his volce n3 o woman or vice
versa, She sald the caller used

Police kept o close watch on the
house, at 4601 Edgemont, through-
out the early morning hours Wed-
nesday., No further incldent was
reported during the night,

Police Watch House After Bomb Threat. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 Sep 1960: 23.
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Red Cross
Planning

A Building

The year 1864 is one of deci-
sion for the Centex chapter,
merican Red Cross, and a man

nduct a $50,000 bullding cam-
palgn is Dan J. Crowley.
rowley, chalrman of the
board of directors, also Is
building campaign drive chair-
man,

At stake is a new home for
the Red Cross chapier, which
has scen its resldence In “lem-
porary” war surplus hutments
from World War II. The pres-
ent quarters have completely
worn out.

The building drive, to be con-
ducted on a personal contact
basis, will give the Red Cross
facllities to carry out its fare
reaching program in the Cen-
tral Texas area, sald Crowley.

Crowley has scrved on the
board since 1962 and ags its chalr-
man since May of last vear.

He is district manager of
Southern Union Gas Company,
immediate past president of the

Crowley's clvic interests ex.

tend to the Chamber of Com-
merce, where ho was elevated
to the presidency in January. He
has served on the Chamber's
cconomic development council
[or three years.
A native of Massachuseits
and a graduate of Bentley Col-
lege in Boston, Crowley came
to Texas 18 years ago. He ond
his wile, Huth, and sons, Mike,
12, and Tim, 5 lve at 4801
IEdgemont.

The Red Cross bullding drive
has the approval of United Fund
of Austin. The Red Cross iz a
working member of the United
Fund here,

Crowley
District
Gas Chief

Dan J. Crowley, 44, has been
named vice president for the
Austin - dastrict  of  Southern
Union Gas Co.

Crowley's appointment by the
hoard followed the Southern
Upion annval stockholders
meeting in Dallas this week.

Crowley first joined Southern
Union in 1954 in Dallas, and two
vears later  became  office
manager  of the company's
Galveston office. In 197 he
accepted a similar position in El
Yaso, and two years later
transferred  to  Austin - and
became district manager in
1959,

He has been active in Austin
civic affairs. and is presently on
the exccutive committee of the
Greater Austin Association and
is president of the Downtown
Rotary Club. He has worked

with the United Fund, American
Red Cross, and was 1964 |
president of the chamber of
commeree. i

Crowlev, his ife andw two
sons live at 4601 Edsemaont.

Red Cross Planning A Building. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 12 Mar 1964: A25.
Crowley District Gas Chief. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 15 Apr 1967: 44.
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Walter Carrington Honored,

Waller Carringlon-Builder has
scored again,

The award winning Auslin
home bullder is featured on the
cover of the March issue of
American Builder, the bible of
the national housing indusiry.

On an inside page, the edilors
of the magazine, in naming
Carrington one .of the nation's
leading home builders, said:

Walter Carrington/Bullder
has scored again.

The award winning Austin
home builder is fealured on the
inside cover of the March Issue
of the *American Builder", the
bible of the American home
buflding Industry, and on an
inside page the editors nominate
him for the *“Innovator of the
Month'

In their
editors said:

“Walter Carringlon s a

nomination, {he

dominate force In
housing market, and hig position

a5 one of the two lippest
builders in the city is no
accident.

1 "Carringlon s conslantly
searching for ideas that will

more saleable product — and
for ways fto build an
organization that will produce
that product elficlently, He
frequently will pile his staff into
a private plane and My to
enother city for an inspection
four of other jobs. He's not
averse o importing the source
of new ideas, either. Recently,
he retained archilect John
Anderson of Bellvue, Wash,, to
deslgn a model,

"Before puiting a2 model into
production, Carringlon builds a

house is  analyzed

help him build a better and

pilot or research house. The |
duringj much
‘|construction  and  aller it is! homes,”

Austin'siilwo full pages to Carringlon's

innovations in the New Garden
idea house in his Falrview
community development and 1o
the stately lwo-story Yorktown
house =atep the Summit in
Carrington's custom-home de-
velopmet in Northwest Hills. i

Shortly afler the arrival of the

magazine in  Austin, . Steve
Majko,president, and T, R.
Barwick, . vice president n["

Alcan Design Homes, Toronlo
based subsidinry of tLhe
Aluminum Company of Canada,
came lo Auslin for an
inspection tour of Carriglon's
fdea houses In Fairview,
University Hills, the Oakbrook
section of University Hills and
Northwest Hills,

“We have been hearing so
ahout your model}
Majko told Carrington,i

27-8

completed.” { “that we just had to come to
The magazine also devotes' Austin and see for ourselves,” |
S Syt ontptnl oo tei i S,

Walter Carrington Honored. The Austin American (1914-1973); 26 Mar 1967: C13.

Walter R. Carrington, 82, passed away peacefully on April 30, 2007, after an extended illness and a lengthy period of
AlzheimerZs. Walter was preceded in death by his daughter Cathy Carrington. Walter is survived by his sons, Trey Carrington,
Charles Carrington and Tim Carrington, all of Austin; ex-wife Raye Carrington of Llano, grandchildren Houston, Christopher,
Kimberly, Callie and Miles Carrington, and great granddaughter Madison Carrington. Walter Carrington, born in San Angelo,
was a long time Austinite. After his graduation from the University of Texas in 1945 Walter entered the real estate and
construction business. He was active in Austin business and civic endeavors for 50 years, building homes for tens of thousands
of Austin residents, in the city he loved. Walter was president of the Austin Association of Home Buildersin 1957 and become a
Life Director of the National Association of Home Builders. Walter was an active member of the Austin Association of Realtors
and in 1972 was recognized by that association and given the Most Worthy Citizen honor. Walter was enthusiastic about life,
and especially enjoyed the outdoors. He was an avid hunter, fisherman and pilot. A memorial service will be held at River Bend
Church, Smith Chapel, Friday May 4th, at 10 a.m. The family request memorial donations to Habitat for Humanity in lieu of
flowers. Obituary and guestbook online at wcfish.com

Obuituary. https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/walter-carrington-8211443

... Walter Carrington, a prolific homebuilder in central Texas, began his career in Austin in the early 1950s. Carrington
waw born in San Angelo, Texas in 1924 and passed away in Austin in 2007. He was a graduate of the University of Texas
and first went to work with Nelson Puett, a local real estate agent and developer, before starting his own home building
company. Many of his homes...are located in the Northwest Hills neighborhoods of Austin, but he was also responsible for
most of the houses in University Hills, east of IH-35 during the same period. Carrington was a very open-minded builder:
he did not engage in the still-then prevalent process of red-lining to keep African-American buyers out of neighborhoods.
University Hills was a prime example of his business practice; the houses were comparable to those that he built in


https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/walter-carrington-8211443
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Northwest Hills, but at a slightly lower price point, which allowed greater diversity in the neighborhood. His University
Hills neighborhood was designed, without regard to race, for university professors, IBM engineers, and other middle-class
homebuyers that may have not been able to afford Northwest Hills, which was built for upper middle class professionals. It
is notable that Carrington also did not discriminate by race in his Northwest Hills neighborhood; the house he built for Dr.
Sidney and Helen White did not differ from the homes he built for his Anglo clients and featured many of the same
innovations and architectural flourishes that he provided for his white buyers...Carrington was known for his architectural
and construction innovations, using architectural features...to create individualized projects. He was the first to build
“garden” kitchens, which allowed for natural light to flood into the kitchen, also following the tenets of mid-century Modern
design to diminish the contrast between the exterior and setting of the house through the use of large expanses of glass to
atmospherically blend the outdoors with the interior design and living spaces. As further evidence of his dedication to
innovation, he also participated in the construction of homes in Austin’s Air-Conditioned Village, a very important study
and experiment in providing central air conditioning to homes designed and built for middle-class families in the early
1950s, and without which, would have delayed if not stopped the rapid development of Sunbelt cities like Austin. He served
as president of the Austin Home Builders Association in the late 1950s and as a life director for the National Association of
Home Builders. He was in business in Austin until the mid-1990s.

Zoning Change Review Sheet, 2019: https.//services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773
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