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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

MAY 3, 2023 
PR-2023-030839; GF-2023-043166 

 4601 EDGEMONT DRIVE  
PROPOSAL 

Partially demolish and construct a second-floor addition to a ca. 1955 house. 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story Ranch house with front-facing garage, cross-gabled roof with deep eaves, vertical wood siding with brick water 
table, and replacement windows and roof. 

RESEARCH 

4601 Edgemont Drive was constructed by prolific Austin builder Walter Carrington in 1955, who made it his family home 
until around 1963. A 2019 summary of Carrington’s career by Steve Sadowsky describes his impact on Austin’s built fabric 
at midcentury: 

Walter Carrington, a prolific homebuilder in central Texas, began his career in Austin in the early 1950s. […] Many of his 
homes…are located in the Northwest Hills neighborhoods of Austin, but he was also responsible for most of the houses in 
University Hills, east of IH-35 during the same period. Carrington was a very open-minded builder: he did not engage in the 
still-then prevalent process of red-lining to keep African-American buyers out of neighborhoods […] Carrington was known 
for his architectural and construction innovations, using architectural features…to create individualized projects [and] also 
following the tenets of mid-century Modern design to diminish the contrast between the exterior and setting of the house 
through the use of large expanses of glass to atmospherically blend the outdoors with the interior design and living spaces. […] 
He served as president of the Austin Home Builders Association in the late 1950s and as a life director for the National 
Association of Home Builders. He was in business in Austin until the mid-1990s. 1 

By 1964, Carrington had sold the home to the Crowley family. Dan J. Crowley was the vice president of the Southern Union 
Gas Company and chairman of the board of directors for the Austin Red Cross and Goodwill Industries. He also served as 
chair of the Greater Austin Association and the Chamber of Commerce during his tenure in the home.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Windows, roofing, and siding have been replaced. The accessory 

dwelling unit at the rear was added in 2019 with minimal impact to the existing building.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the Ranch style. 
b. Historical association. The property is associated with builder Walter Carrington, who built and lived in the 

home from 1955 to around 1963. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 

significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage the applicant to set the addition back at least 15’ or beyond the ridgeline of the house, whichever is greater, 
then release the partial demolition application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   

 
1 Zoning Change Review Sheet, 2019:  https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773 

https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Source: http://www.4601edgemont.com/ 

 
Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2023 

1959 Walter R. & Betty C. Carrington, owner – owner of Carrington Built Homes 

1957 Walter R. & Betty C. Carrington, owner – owner of Carrington Built Homes 

1955 Walter R. & Betty C. Carrington, owner – owner of Carrington Built Homes 

1954 Address not listed. 

  

http://www.4601edgemont.com/
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Historical information 

 
Carrington's Civic Work Now Career. The Austin American (1914-1973); 18 Sep 1955: E9.   

 
Builder Is Proud Of Donna Project. The Austin American (1914-1973); 19 Oct 1958: D2. 
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Police Watch House After Bomb Threat. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 Sep 1960: 23.    
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Red Cross Planning A Building. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 12 Mar 1964: A25. 

Crowley District Gas Chief. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 15 Apr 1967: 44.   
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Walter Carrington Honored. The Austin American (1914-1973); 26 Mar 1967: C13. 

Obuituary. https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/walter-carrington-8211443 
… Walter Carrington, a prolific homebuilder in central Texas, began his career in Austin in the early 1950s. Carrington 
waw born in San Angelo, Texas in 1924 and passed away in Austin in 2007. He was a graduate of the University of Texas 
and first went to work with Nelson Puett, a local real estate agent and developer, before starting his own home building 
company. Many of his homes…are located in the Northwest Hills neighborhoods of Austin, but he was also responsible for 
most of the houses in University Hills, east of IH-35 during the same period. Carrington was a very open-minded builder: 
he did not engage in the still-then prevalent process of red-lining to keep African-American buyers out of neighborhoods. 
University Hills was a prime example of his business practice; the houses were comparable to those that he built in 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/walter-carrington-8211443
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Northwest Hills, but at a slightly lower price point, which allowed greater diversity in the neighborhood. His University 
Hills neighborhood was designed, without regard to race, for university professors, IBM engineers, and other middle-class 
homebuyers that may have not been able to afford Northwest Hills, which was built for upper middle class professionals. It 
is notable that Carrington also did not discriminate by race in his Northwest Hills neighborhood; the house he built for Dr. 
Sidney and Helen White did not differ from the homes he built for his Anglo clients and featured many of the same 
innovations and architectural flourishes that he provided for his white buyers…Carrington was known for his architectural 
and construction innovations, using architectural features…to create individualized projects. He was the first to build 
“garden” kitchens, which allowed for natural light to flood into the kitchen, also following the tenets of mid-century Modern 
design to diminish the contrast between the exterior and setting of the house through the use of large expanses of glass to 
atmospherically blend the outdoors with the interior design and living spaces. As further evidence of his dedication to 
innovation, he also participated in the construction of homes in Austin’s Air-Conditioned Village, a very important study 
and experiment in providing central air conditioning to homes designed and built for middle-class families in the early 
1950s, and without which, would have delayed if not stopped the rapid development of Sunbelt cities like Austin. He served 
as president of the Austin Home Builders Association in the late 1950s and as a life director for the National Association of 
Home Builders. He was in business in Austin until the mid-1990s.  

Zoning Change Review Sheet, 2019:  https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773 
 
Permits 

 

 
Water service permit - 1955 

 

https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=373773

	Proposal
	Architecture
	Research
	Property Evaluation
	Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

	Staff Recommendation
	Location Map
	Property Information
	Photos


