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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

MAY 3, 2023 
PR-2023-034850 

 1504 WILLOW STREET  
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1920 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 
One-story vernacular cottage with rectangular plan and inset porch similar to Hofheinz1 houses. It has 1:1 replacement windows, 
horizontal wood siding, and exposed rafter tails beneath a pyramidal roof.  

RESEARCH 
The house at 1504 Willow Street was constructed around 1920 as a rental property. Throughout the 1920s, several short-term 
occupants lived there, including a waiter, a tailor, a carpenter, and a restaurant employee. In the 1930s, the home was purchased 
and occupied by James and Beulah Lung and their children. James Lung was the son of restauranteurs Joe and Dora Lung. The 
Lung family was one of the first Chinese families to settle in Austin and maintained a thriving restaurant business for over 60 
years.2 After Joe Lung’s death in 1926, his son Jim helped his mother and brothers run the Joe Lung Café on East 6th Street by 
working as a chef. Jim and Beulah’s son, Jimmie Joe, would later follow in the family’s entrepreneurial footsteps by opening 
Lung’s Cocina del Sur, a popular Mexican restaurant.3 The Lung family occupied 1504 Willow Street until around 1943. Soon 
after they moved away, James and Beulah Lung were killed in a car accident.4 

Throughout the 1940s and 1950s, the house returned to its original function as a rental property. Residents included John Fojtik, 
a butcher, and his wife Millie; and Mrs. Irene M. Sanders, a saleswoman. In 1959, Reverend Benito and Bessie Guerrero purchased 
the home, where their family remained for at least the next twenty years.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
The 2016 East Austin historic resource survey lists the property as contributing to a potential local historic district and a potential 
National Register Historic District.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate to high integrity. Windows and doors have been replaced, though surrounding 

woodwork remains. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and determined 

that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of vernacular National Folk architecture. 
b. Historical association. The property appears to be associated with the Lung family, prominent Chinese-American 

business owners in early twentieth-century Austin. However, James Lung does not appear to have been an 
entrepreneur like his father and son, choosing instead to support his family’s existing businesses.  

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human history 
or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its role as a unique location, physical characteristic, or 
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a 
particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Consider whether the house’s historical significance is sufficient to initiate historic zoning. If not, strongly encourage adaptive 
reuse, then relocation over demolition, but release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package.   

 
1 East Austin Context Statement (East Austin Historic Resource Survey), Vol. 1, p. I-40; https://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=318278  
2 https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/preserve/national_register/final/Lung%20House%20NR%20with%20Photos.pdf  
3 Ibid. 
4 Rites Planned For 3 Victims Of Car Crash. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 10 Sep 1948: 1 

 

https://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=318278
https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/preserve/national_register/final/Lung%20House%20NR%20with%20Photos.pdf
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 
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Demolition application, 2023 
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Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2023 

1957 Benito & Bessie Guerrero, owners 
1955 Mrs. Irene M. Sanders – saleswoman at Levine’s 
1954 Vacant 
1953 Mrs. Irene M. Sanders – saleswoman at Levine’s 
1952 Mrs. Irene M. Sanders – saleswoman at Levine’s 
1949 Mrs. Irene M. Sanders – saleswoman at Levine’s 
1947 John & Millie Fojtik – Meat cutter 
1944 John & Millie Fojtik – Meat cutter 
1942 James & Beulah Lung, owners – Chef at Joe Lung Café 
1941 James & Beulah Lung, owners – Chef at Joe Lung Café  
1940 James & Beulah Lung, owners – Chef at Joe Lung Café 
1939 James & Beulah Lung, owners – Chef at Joe Lung Café 
1937 James & Beulah Lung, owners – Chef at Joe Lung Café 
1935 Address not listed 
1932 Address change to 1416 Willow St. 
 Jim & Beulah Lung, owners – Chef at Joe Lung Café 
1929 W. D. Coffey, renter 
1927 Charlie and Kathleen Ong, renters – Bon Ton Café  
1924 Wesley J. and Ellen Spinks – carpenter  
 Van W. Spinks – tailor, W. L. Parsley 
1922  Domingo R. San Miguel – Waiter, Looke’s Café  
1921 Addressed as 1418 Willow St. per Sanborn map 
1920 Address not listed 
  

Historical information 

  
Other 6 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 06 June 1931: 6 
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Rites Planned For 3 Victims Of Car Crash. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 10 Sep 1948: 1 

  
Obituary. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 11 Sep 1948: 3. 

Mrs. Lung's Estate Filed for Probate. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 02 Feb 1949: 14. 
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 Suit Seeks Auto Victims' Death Time. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 17 Feb 1949: 25. 

Display Ad 63 -- No Title. The Austin American (1914-1973); 30 Oct 1955: B14.  

  
HONORED. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 Oct 1969: A19.    

 Wed 50 year. The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 06 Oct 1979: C4.    
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Permits 

 
Water service permit - 1925 
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