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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

MAY 3, 2023 
PR-2023-020353; GF-2023-043161 

 702 WEST MONROE STREET  
PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1918 house outside the city limits.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, cross-gabled house with horizontal wood siding, paired and single 1:1 wood windows, boxed columns with 
simple trim supporting a partial-width porch, and double entry doors.  

RESEARCH 

The house at 702 W. Monroe Street was built as early as 1918 as a rental property. Its earliest residents were the Martinez 
family, who later purchased the home, as well as the one next door at 704. City Directories indicate that Melquides and 
Elena Martinez sold the house at 702 W. Monroe St. to James and Viola Benson around 1938, then moved next door. James 
Benson worked for the water department. After his death in 1960, his widow remained in the home for another nine years.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2016 Bouldin Creek Neighborhood survey lists the property as a medium priority and contributing to a potential historic 
district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed with Colonial Revival influences, though its detailing is modest. 
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 

significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, but release the relocation permit upon completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 

  



25 – 3 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Relocation Permit Application – 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2023 
1959 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1957 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1955 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1954 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1953 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1952 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1949 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1947 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1944 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1942 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1941 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1940 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1939 James S. & Viola Benson, owners 
1937 Melquinaldes & Ellen Martinez, owners 
 Note: Melquides Martinez listed as owner of 702 and 704 
1935 Malquides & Ellen Martinez, owners 
1932 Malquides & Ellen Martinez, owners 
 Ysabel Martinez 
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 Rear: Mrs. P. Samaniego, owner 
1930 Malquedes & Ellen Martinez, owners 
1929 Malquedes & Ellen Martinez, owners 
1927 Mrs. Helena Martinez, owners 
1924 Mantura Martinez, renter 
1922 Mantura Martinez, renter 
1920 Mantura Martinez, renter 
1918 Manuel & Elena Martinez, renter 
1916 Address not listed. 
Historical information 

 
DEATHS AND FUNERALS. The Austin American (1914-1973); 13 Jan 1952: A19.  
DEATHS AND FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 16 June 1954: 18.   

 
DEATHS, FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 13 Feb 1960: 3.  

DEATHS and SERVICES. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 Feb 1969: 11.  
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Permits 

 
Water service permit – 1930 

 
Remodel permit – 1963  

 

 
Porch Addition permit - 1941 
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