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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

MAY 3, 2023 
PR-2023-030371; GF-2023-043151 

 401 RIDGEWOOD ROAD  
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1953 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 
One-story vernacular Ranch house with rustic stone veneer, a full-width front porch, and a shallow side-gabled roof.  

RESEARCH 
The house at 401 Ridgewood Road was built around 1953, and remained vacant until it was purchased by legendary Austin 
performer Richard S. “Cactus” Pryor Jr. and his wife, Jewell, in 1955. The Pryors may have lived in the house until around 
1967, when their next residence—309 Blue Ridge Trail, an A. D. Stenger house—was constructed in West Lake Hills; 
however, this has not been verified by directory research due to facility closure.  

Pryor was a fixture in LBJ’s “Texas White House” and beloved by television and radio fans as well as his entertainment 
industry peers. Walter Cronkite noted  on CBS that “Cactus Pryor has given his native Austin a rare gift that few cities can 
claim—a real live humorist with the sharp eye, the quick tongue, the educated pen, and, most important, the warm heart to 
record in sometimes hilarious detail its fashions and foibles. Cactus himself is one of a kind.”1  

After his death in 2011, the Austin-American Statesman’s obituary page emphasized Pryor’s importance as an Austin 
original, deeming him “the most famous man in Austin” upon recounting that “The first person ever to appear on Austin 
television was Cactus Pryor.”2 Pryor did the first TV broadcast in Austin in 1951 for KTBC, owned by Lady Bird Johnson. 
Pryor later became the Johnson family’s favorite emcee for gatherings at the LBJ Ranch. As a longtime fan of Western 
films—Pryor’s father, Richard S. “Skinny” Pryor, owned the Cactus Theater, origin of his son’s nickname—Cactus Pryor 
appeared in two films alongside his friend John Wayne (1968’s Hellfighters and The Green Berets). 3 

“He was a broadcasting legend: Cactus delivered the news, played records, served as programming manager, hosted a 
variety of shows, and even swept the floors. During Lyndon Johnson’s presidency, Cactus helped organize and provide 
entertainment for many heads of state,” notes his LBJ Library memorial page, where Luci Baines Johnson recalls the impact 
Pryor had on her family, his hometown, and on the state of Texas: 

“No greater love could a grown man give than to dress as a bluebonnet. In green tights and blue plumage Cactus 
marched [Lady Bird Johnson’s] cause of protection of our wildflowers onto the stage and into the hearts of 
countless Texans. Cactus Pryor truly was an ‘Austin original,’ a true folk hero of our time! He performed for 
Presidents and Prime Ministers in the Texas White House as comfortably as countless philanthropic efforts in 
Texas’ school houses. For nearly ninety years he made us laugh, learn, love and sometimes cry all at the same 
time. He could have spent his extraordinary talent on the national stage. Instead he chose to give it to the people 
of Central Texas.”4 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a vernacular structure constructed with Ranch-style influences.  
b. Historical association. The property is associated with Richard “Cactus” Pryor. However, further research is 

needed to determine the Pryors’ tenure in the home. 

 
1 Barrera, Ralph. “Cactus Pryor Dies at 88: The Most Famous Man in Austin.” Austin American-Statesman, 2011: 
https://austin.culturemap.com/news/city-life/08-30-11-18-19-cactus-pryor-has-died-at-age-88-the-most-famous-man-in-austin 
2 Ibid. 
3 “Memorial.” FindAGrave.com, 2011. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75730602/richard-s-pryor 
4 “The LBJ Library Remembers Cactus Pryor.” Press Release. http://www.lbjlibrary.net/press/releases/2011/pryor.html 
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c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the 
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Consider initiation of historic zoning, or postpone the public hearing to June 7, 2023, to allow time for further research.   
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LOCATION MAP 

  



23 – 4 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 
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Demolition Permit Application – 2023 
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Google Maps, 2020 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, March 2023 
NOTE: later research is not available due to Austin History Center closure.  
1959 Richard S. & Jewel A. Pryor Jr. – Project Director for KTBC TV 
1957 Vacant 
1955 Vacant 
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Historical information 
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CAPTION: In this Nov. 3, 1982 photo, Lady Bird Johnson helps Cactus Pryor celebrate the final arrival of his new book "Inside Texas" 
at the Headliners Club atop the American Bank building, in Austin, Texas. Richard "Cactus" Pryor, a longtime Texas broadcaster, 
humorist and author, has died following surgery for a broken leg. His daughter, Kerry Guthrie, says Pryor died Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2011 
at an Austin hospice facility. He was 88. (AP Photo/Austin American-Statesman, Ralph Barrera) 

Barrera, Ralph. Austin American-Statesman, 2011: https://austin.culturemap.com/news/city-life/08-30-11-18-19-cactus-
pryor-has-died-at-age-88-the-most-famous-man-in-austin 

 
“The LBJ Library Remembers Cactus Pryor.” http://www.lbjlibrary.net/press/releases/2011/pryor.html 

 

https://austin.culturemap.com/news/city-life/08-30-11-18-19-cactus-pryor-has-died-at-age-88-the-most-famous-man-in-austin
https://austin.culturemap.com/news/city-life/08-30-11-18-19-cactus-pryor-has-died-at-age-88-the-most-famous-man-in-austin
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Spelce, Neal. With the Bark Off: A Journalist’s Memories of LBJ and a Life in the News Media. Excerpts from 

https://books.google.com/books?id=TypHEAAAQBAJ&pg=PT50&lpg=PT50&dq=%22richard+s+pryor+jr%22&source=bl&ots=L
SuGuf1FL8&sig=ACfU3U3guAmX77IzP2R6f2eOX_4Vx960HA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjz08_UqrT-

AhWfm2oFHcOIDoAQ6AF6BAgZEAM#v=onepage&q=%22cactus%22&f=false; https://alcalde.texasexes.org/2021/07/renowned-
texas-newsman-neal-spelce-remembers-getting-his-start-in-the-television-business/ 
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https://www.statesman.com/story/entertainment/2011/08/31/cactus-pryor-austin-s-original/6661854007/ 

https://www.statesman.com/story/entertainment/2011/08/31/cactus-pryor-austin-s-original/6661854007/
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Richard S. "Cactus" Pryor 

JANUARY 7, 1923 – AUGUST 30, 2011  

Nationally-known humorist and broadcast personality Richard S. "Cactus" Pryor left life's stage on August 30, 2011, in 
Austin after a long and spirited challenge against Alzheimer's. He was 88. 

Born in 1923, the entertainment icon was an Austin native whose grandfather helped build the Texas Capital. Cactus 
contracted show business fever at age 3 when his father, Richard "Skinny" Pryor, let him make stage appearances at Austin's 
early-day picture show, the Cactus, which he owned. Those stints at the landmark led to his permanent nickname. 
Cactus attended Austin High School and the University of Texas. After leaving UT he served in the US Army Air Corp. Upon his return 
to Austin he became a member of Lady Bird Johnson's broadcast family in 1944 when he joined the staff of KLBJ Radio and became a 
familiar decades-long fixture to Central Texas listeners. He also served as program manager for Austin's first and only television station 
for ten years, the Johnson's KTBC. 

He made public disclosure of his Alzheimer's diagnosis in 2007 but vowed that the show would go on. And indeed, his familiar voice 
was still heard on KLBJ this week via archival recordings, culminating a remarkable 67-year run. 

Beyond his broadcast career, Cactus also appeared in two movies, "Hellfighters" and The Green Berets," with John Wayne. He and "the 
Duke" were friends and Cactus was introduced to the crew of the Green Berets as the "funniest man alive." Not surprisingly, he was a 
sought-after special events entertainment headliner. One of his trademark acts was to appear in the character of a monarch or other 
royalty of an obscure European principality. Disguised by dress and accent, he mesmerized dinner guests who were totally charmed and 
then astounded when the masquerade was revealed. 

Cactus has been a distinguished writer all of his life. The bulk of his work has been for the radio ear or the television monitor, but he 
has published two books of his radio commentaries, Inside Texas and Playback, and a more recently light-hearted work, My Sand Trap 
or Yours. 

Cactus also served as co-host of the weekly Darrell Royal Football Show for a number of years in the late 60's during that legendary 
U.T. coach's championship run. As such, he gave voice to the questions of Longhorn fans and often spiced the commentary with 
irreverent ad libs. 

Cactus has been the recipient of a host of honors for community service through the years, including recognition as Austin's Most 
Worthy Citizen. 

Cactus is preceded in death by his parents Richard "Skinny" Pryor and Mary Thompson Pryor; first wife of 33 years and mother of his 
four children, Jewell Elizabeth Allison Pryor; siblings Mary Alice Pryor Bryant Clark, Arthur Pryor, Bill Pryor and his beloved Labrador 
retrievers. 

Cactus is survived by his wife of 22 years, Peggy Davis Pryor of Austin; daughter Kerry Pryor Guthrie and husband Larry, of Austin; 
son Paul Pryor of Austin; son Don Pryor and wife Kim, of Austin; son Dayne Pryor and wife Julie, of Dripping Springs; step-son Stuart 
Davis Clark and wife Julie, of Burnet; and daughter-in-law DorRae Pryor Stevens and husband Bobby, of Dripping Springs; 
grandchildren Allison Parnell Ponton and husband Mark, Ana Louise Pryor, Richard Ray Pecos Pryor and fiancé Katie Pinson, Elizabeth 
Jewell Pryor, Marissa Lynn Pryor, Kevin James Clark, Michael Davis Clark and great-granddaughter Ava Leigh Ponton; siblings Wally 
Pryor and wife Euna Faye, of Cedar Park; Harriett Pryor Scotka and husband Luddy, of San Antonio; mother-in-law Blanche Davis 
Ward of Little Rock, AR; and sisters-in-law Sarah Pryor of Austin and Patricia Davis Norris and husband Art, of Little Rock, AR. 
Cactus is also survived by numerous nieces, nephews, friends, and mishpokhe. 

All family members are deeply grateful for the many expressions of love and support. Cactus's greatest legacy will be the warm smiles 
he leaves with so many across Texas and far beyond. Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice Austin, Meals on Wheels, Capital 
Area Food Bank, Caritas, Austin Area Alzheimer's Association, Skinny's Gallery at the Paramount Theater or the charity of your choice 
to benefit those in need. 

Cactus's family will observe a private burial at the Texas State Cemetery. 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/richard-pryor-8214220 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/richard-pryor-8214220
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“https://www.texasmonthly.com/arts-entertainment/cactus-pryor/ 

Permits 
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Building Permit – 1953  
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