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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

MAY 3, 2023 
HR-2023-041379 

OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT  
 2907 GLENVIEW AVENUE  
PROPOSAL 

Replace windows, relocate front door, and remodel front porch. 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

1) Replace front door, landing, and steps. Relocate front door.  
2) Replace windows at main and secondary elevation, moving a window to the location of the existing front door. Proposed 

replacements are wood double-hung windows with simulated divided lights.  
3) Construct a wood porch railing. 
4) Replace gable vent.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story L-plan house with partial-width covered porch, brick cladding, and 6:6 and 8:8 windows.  

RESEARCH 

The house at 2907 Glenview Avenue was built around 1937. Its first residents were John Grady and Leffler Sunshine Gray, 
who lived there until around 1943. Its next owner was Catherine Wilkins, who worked as a receptionist at the office of 
Samuel Key, Jr. The house was vacant for several years in the early 1950s before it was purchased by William T. and 
Kathryn Skinner. William Skinner worked as an architect, constructing commercial buildings around Central Texas with 
his partner Raymond Littlefield. The firm split in 1962.  

DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and 
are used to evaluate projects  in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the proposed project: 

Repair and alterations 
1. General standards 
The proposed project removes historic-age windows and relocates existing front door opening.  

5. Windows, doors, and screens 
The proposed project replaces existing windows without evidence of deterioration beyond repair. Though the proposed 
replacements appear appropriate in style and configuration, energy efficiency upgrades do not appear within the project 
scope; thus, replacement is not appropriate per the design standards. The proposed project includes replacement of a window 
with a new front door, which does not meet the standards. 

6. Porches 
The proposed project constructs a new railing at the front porch and alters the position of porch posts.  

Summary 
The project does not meet most of the applicable standards. 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance. 

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on plans.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Google Maps – 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, April 2023 

1959 William T. & Kathryn Skinner, owner – Skinner & Littlefield Architects 

1957 William T. & Kathryn Skinner, owner – Skinner & Littlefield Architects 

1955 William T. & Kathryn Skinner, owner – Skinner & Littlefield Architects 

1954 William T. & Kathryn Skinner, owner – Skinner & Littlefield Architects 

1953 Vacant 

1952 Vacant 

1949 Catherine C. Wilkins, owner – Receptionist for Samuel N. Key Jr. 

1947 Catherine C. Wilkins, owner – Receptionist for Samuel N. Key Jr. 

1944 Catherine C. Wilkins, owner – Receptionist for Samuel N. Key Jr. 

1942 John Grady Gray, owner 

1941 Grady and Sunshine Gray, owners 

1940 Grady Gray, owner 

1939 Grady Gray, owner 

1937 Address not listed.  
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Historical information 

  
MISS PIERCE, GRADY GRAY MARRY. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 19 Sep 1935: 6. 

Display Ad 33 -- No Title. The Austin American (1914-1973); 04 Apr 1954: B15.  

  
Big Construction Bids Slated Early Openings. The Austin American (1914-1973); 03 May 1959: B16. 
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Sept. 15 Completion Slated For Continental Apartments. The Austin American (1914-1973); 30 Aug 1959: D11. 
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Million Dollar Center Slated for Northside. The Austin American (1914-1973); 18 June 1961: C12. 

  
Legal Notice 1 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 Feb 1962: 31.    
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Permits 

 
 Building Permit – 1937  

 
Water service permit - 1937 
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