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Winter Weather Storm Update 2023 
Austin Resource Recovery has completed its third and final pass through the city to collect storm debris from customers as a 
result of the February 2023 winter storm. Crews drove along all streets and picked up debris properly set at the curb. In 
addition, over 40,000 storm debris service requests were submitted through Austin 3-1-1. All existing 3-1-1 service requests 
for storm debris collection are now being closed. 
Customers should contact Austin 3-1-1 to request a new special collection if they still have debris to be collected. Customers 
can enter a service request online or download the Austin 3-1-1 mobile app at austin311.org. Crews will respond to service 
requests through June 30, 2023.  After June 30, standard City operations for curbside collections will resume. 
Austin and Travis County residents can also drop off debris such as tree limbs, branches, shrubs and leaves at Austin Water's 
Hornsby Bend Biosolids Management Plant at 2210 FM 973 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The facility 
has accepted over 4,166 tons of storm debris through 8,922 customer drop-offs. 

ARR collected an unprecedented amount of debris from the 2023 winter storm. Crews have collected over 169,637 tons of 
debris in over 23,668 truckloads during the past three months. That is enough debris to fill Q2 stadium more than four times. 
ARR typically collects around 6,000 tons of material in an entire year of semiannual large brush collections.  

Sites that were used as temporary storm debris storage areas to help speed up debris collection efforts are being restored. 
Grass seed and hydromulch have been added to Circle C Ranch Metro Park, and the grass will need time to grow. However, 
the walking trail has been fully restored. All storm debris has been removed from the Bolm District Park and Old Manor Road, 
and the sites were cleared of any litter and illegal dumping that was there prior to storm operations. The storm debris 
material brought to these sites was ground into mulch and transported to Austin Water's Hornsby Bend Biosolids 
Management Plant, where it will be used to create Dillo Dirt™. 

Storm debris collection information and updates can be found at austintexas.gov/stormdebris. 

 
FEMA 
FEMA’s post-disaster grants, referred to as Public Assistance (PA) grants, cover disaster recovery and response costs. These 
grants have a cost-share with a 75%/25% split. In other words, FEMA covers 75% of eligible costs, and local jurisdictions are 
expected to pay the remaining 25%. While the default cost share split is 75%/25%, the reimbursement rate provided by FEMA 
is dependent on the severity of the disaster. Moreover, the cost share rate is decided by FEMA once the President declares a 
disaster. Hurricane Harvey, for instance, had a 90%/10% split while COVID PA had a cost share of 100%/0% (from Jan 20, 
2020 – July 1, 2022). FEMA has additional guidelines in place that can affect final reimbursement. These eligibility guidelines 
are listed on Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 2 CFR and 44 CFR as well as the Public Assistance Program and Policy 
Guide (PAPPG). 
 

https://www.austintexas.gov/brushdropoff
https://www.austintexas.gov/brushdropoff
https://www.austintexas.gov/stormdebris
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.archives.gov%2Ffederal-register%2Fcfr%2Fsubject-title-02.html&data=05%7C01%7CYahel.Baranovicht%40austintexas.gov%7C61752079f1dc4590c2b608db4737c455%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C638182077056460397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DAB%2Feszcf%2F48ys63EkuGcq3ctXN5ssu4QPZCmzbeDNQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.archives.gov%2Ffederal-register%2Fcfr%2Fsubject-title-44.html&data=05%7C01%7CYahel.Baranovicht%40austintexas.gov%7C61752079f1dc4590c2b608db4737c455%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C638182077056460397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vzjFxZQBs%2Fuf%2BgQt7eWfzSvwthGpuXRDtk0Jik1q8zo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Ffema_pappg-v4-updated-links_policy_6-1-2020.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CYahel.Baranovicht%40austintexas.gov%7C61752079f1dc4590c2b608db4737c455%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C638182077056460397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=npNSFI38LQ3OTb5BUViknN5IOVSxz4cgOHgzSAZTdfE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Ffema_pappg-v4-updated-links_policy_6-1-2020.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CYahel.Baranovicht%40austintexas.gov%7C61752079f1dc4590c2b608db4737c455%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C638182077056460397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=npNSFI38LQ3OTb5BUViknN5IOVSxz4cgOHgzSAZTdfE%3D&reserved=0


 

Mattress Recycling 
According to the Product Stewardship Institute, “Americans send more than 50,000 mattresses to the landfill each day and 
less than 5% are recycled.” The different components of mattresses, foam padding, fabric/fibers, metal, and wood, all can be 
at least partially recycled, depending on condition. Any amount of the mattress being recycled would help. Even if only the 
metal springs were recycled, it would greatly reduce required landfill space needed for disposal.  
 
Previous mattress recycling attempts made by ARR received no response to the Request for Proposal (RFP). ARR then 
proceeded with a Request for Information (RFI) where potential recyclers answered questions posed by the Department. The 
responses were used to update the scope of work for a new RFP. With this information, ARR hopes this RFP will have 
successful results.   
 
The mattress recycling scope of work is currently in the final internal review process. It has been delayed because of a 
combination of factors including lack of vendor interest, staffing shortages resulting from Covid, and compounded by the 
winter storm as everyone was concentrating on response efforts. Pending next fiscal year budget approval, the solicitation 
process could take place later this fiscal year. 
 
Curbside Compost Collection 
The spring heavy season for Curbside Compost began in February, which is about a month earlier than normal due to the 
winter storm. Heavy season typically continues into the month of May.  Staff have removed nearly 15,000 tons of 
compostable material since February.  During non-peak season, employees will remove approximately 7,200 tons over a 
three-month period. 
 
ARR is also reinstating the 15-item limit starting May 1st.  A customer can place up to 15 extra items outside of the compost 
cart, which can include bags, bundles and personal containers.  The item limit was suspended in February due to the winter 
storm. 
 
Multi-Family Composting Public Stakeholder Meeting 
The ZWAC URO Committee was scheduled to meet on May 25 to consider amendments to the code related to multi-family 
composting. Due to recent changes in ZWAC membership, and to ensure progression of this policy development process, the 
format of this meeting has been revised to be a public stakeholder meeting. A URO Committee vote is not a requirement to 
bring forward recommendations to ZWAC. 

The public along with ZWAC Commissioners are encouraged to attend this public stakeholder meeting at 2:30pm on May 25 
at the Yarborough Library (2200 Hancock Drive). This meeting will allow opportunity for Commissioners to listen and 
participate in stakeholder discussions to inform future consideration of these amendments at a full ZWAC meeting. A 
maximum of 5 ZWAC Commissioners may attend the May 25 meeting as not to form quorum. 

Deliverables Timeline Update 
To ensure consistent messaging, all commission deliverables will be reviewed by the CMO’s office prior to posting. This new 
process requires all items to be submitted and approved for posting sooner than had been previously accustomed. 
Reminders will be provided to ensure all deadlines are met.  

 

   



 

 
 

ARR Solicitations Update 
As of April 24, 2023 

ZWAC Meeting May 10, 2023  
 

❖ Solicitations in Evaluation or Negotiation:  

• N/A. 

 
❖ Published Solicitations:  

• Landfill Gas Collection Services (RFP 1500 BJT1030): Contractor to provide greenhouse gas monitoring 
services, all required reporting (including leachate, methane gas collections, control system operations, 
and regulatory guidance), and expertise, including maintenance, improvement, additional infrastructure, 
and repair services at the closed City of Austin (“City”) landfill located at 10108 FM 812, Austin, Texas 
78719 (“FM 812 Landfill”). The Contractor shall also provide non-routine and emergency services 
associated with the monitoring service requirements as needed and as determined by the City. Link to 
the current contract. 

 
❖ Upcoming Solicitations and Agreements Expected to be Posted Within 90 days: 

• Supplemental Brush and Bulk Collection Services (IFB): This contract is for supplemental brush and bulk 
debris removal, hauling, and disposal at designated debris management sites throughout Travis County. 
New contract. 

 

• Sustainable Vehicle Wraps and Installation Services (IFB): The Contractor shall provide high-
performance non-PVC polymer vehicle wraps with lower environmental impact than PVC-based 
materials and installation services on various vehicles. Link to the current contract. 

 

• Refuse and Recycling Collection Carts (CO-OP): The Contractor shall deliver residential refuse, 
recycling, and organics carts with lid graphics and radio-frequency identification tags. These carts are 
crucial for the collection of residential garbage, recycling, and organic waste. Link to the current contract. 

 

• Rental of Refuse Trucks (CO-OP): The Contractor shall provide rental of collection trucks for refuse, 

recycling, organics, brush, and bulk collections services on an as-needed basis. New contract.   

 

• Mattresses Collection and Recycling Pilot Program (IFB): The Contractor shall develop and implement 
a mattress and box spring collection and recycling pilot program. New Contract.  

 

• Zero waste youth education program (RFP): The Contractor shall provide outreach and zero waste 
education services for students from kindergarten through the 12th grade. Link to the current contract.
  

Definitions:   
CCO (Capital Contracting Office): Administers the procurement of professional and construction services.  
CO-OP (Cooperative Contract): A contract that has been competitively bid and issued by another government or purchasing alliance with the intention of 
sharing it with other governmental entities.  
ILA (Interlocal Agreement): A collaborative contract between local government entities (for example, ARR and a county, state, or school district) to provide 
more efficient and less costly services, where any payments are made from current revenues.  
IFB (Invitation for Bid): Formal bidding documents inviting suppliers to submit pricing for goods or services. 
RFI (Request for Information): Used to obtain industry input, feedback, or reactions from potential suppliers prior to issuing a solicitation. 
RFQ (Request for Quotation): Informal request to suppliers to provide quotes on specific goods or services. 
RFQS (Request for Qualifications): Formal solicitation used when qualifications are the main criteria for professional services. 
RFP (Request for Proposals): Formal request for a supplier to provide a solution and cost estimate to a complex need. 

  
 
 

https://financeonline.austintexas.gov/afo/account_services/solicitation/solicitation_details.cfm?sid=138671
https://financeonline.austintexas.gov/afo/contract_catalog/OCCViewMA.cfm?cd=MA&dd=1500&id=NA190000026
https://financeonline.austintexas.gov/afo/contract_catalog/OCCViewMA.cfm?cd=MA&dd=1500&id=NA190000026
https://financeonline.austintexas.gov/afo/contract_catalog/OCCViewMA.cfm?cd=MA&dd=1500&id=NA220000210
https://financeonline.austintexas.gov/afo/contract_catalog/OCCViewMA.cfm?cd=MA&dd=1500&id=GC220000002
https://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=313545
https://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=313545


 

 



 



 

 


