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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
JUNE 7, 2023 

BRIEFING: DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR  
PROPERTY OWNED BY RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

   
PURPOSE 

Texas Local Government Code § 211.0165 provides municipal authority for historic landmark designation. In 2019, the 
Texas Legislature amended that authority through House Bill 2496, 86 (R). In addition to introducing a supermajority 
requirement for landmark designation over owner objection, the bill provided that property owned by a religious 
organization may not be designated without owner consent. Per the attached 2021 memo to the Historic Landmark 
Commission, to comply with city code and state law, the Historic Preservation Office must administratively approve all 
applications for the demolition or relocation of a building owned by a religious organization without first scheduling a 
hearing at the Historic Landmark Commission. At each meeting, as necessary, staff provides the Commission with a briefing 
regarding any such action taken since the prior Commission meeting. 

PRIOR ACTION 

The property at 2940 East 12th Street, owned by a religious organization, was approved for demolition. It was constructed 
around 1935 and originally used as a residence. The property does not appear to have been evaluated in City historic 
resource surveys.  
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