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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS  

JUNE 7, 2023 
HR-2023-060136 

TRAVIS HEIGHTS-FAIRVIEW PARK 
 301 PARK LANE  
PROPOSAL 

Remodel a ca. 1923 house and garage. 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

1) Construct an addition and remodel the existing accessory building. Proposed changes include replacement of existing 
wood siding with fiber-cement lap siding; replacing existing windows with double-hung clad-wood windows; and the 
addition of a sheed-roofed, cantilevered central bay. 

2) Add a screened porch to the rear of the house and replace non-original adjacent windows with double-hung clad-wood 
windows with divided lights. 

3) Replace windows at non-historic attic addition with double-hung clad-wood windows with divided lights. 

ARCHITECTURE 

The main house is a one-story Craftsman house with wood siding, double-hung wood windows, and a partial-width porch 
supported by boxed columns atop brick piers. The garage is a one-story hipped-roof building with exposed rafter tails, wood 
siding, and replacement windows.  

RESEARCH 

The house and garage at 301 Park Lane were built around 1923. The first residents at this address were Ben T. and Maude 
Morrall, who rented the property to Nannie and Floyd Hardeman. The Hardemans divorced in 1931 and left the home. By 
1935, David and Susie Wire had purchased the property. David Wire worked as a salesman and tool checker with the Walter 
Tips Company. In the early 1940s, the Wires’ daughter Media and her husband, Fred Martin, moved to the property as well. 
Fred Martin worked as a government inspector and then as a manager at an orthopedic shoe shop, eventually becoming one 
of the partners of the business. Susie Wire lived in the home until at least 1980 after the deaths of her husband, daughter, 
and son-in-law.  

DESIGN STANDARDS 

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the proposed 
project: 

Repair and alterations 
1. General standards 
The proposed garage remodel removes some intact historic material from the building’s exterior.  

5. Windows, doors, and screens 
The proposed new and replacement windows and doors appear appropriate for both the main house and the garage.  

10. Accessory buildings 
The proposed project retains part of the existing accessory building, but modifies it significantly. Its exterior materials and 
fenestration appear appropriate, though the roof form is changed significantly from the existing form. 

Residential additions 
7. Porches and decks 
The proposed new screened porch does not appear to be visible from the primary streetscape, and appears compatible with 
the historic building in terms of size, style, materials, and proportions. 

Summary 
The project meets some of the applicable standards. 

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The buildings contribute to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district. 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The buildings are more than 50 years old. 
2) The buildings appear to retain high to moderate integrity. The garage appears to have been modified during the historic 

period. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of a Craftsman bungalow. 
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for possession of a unique location, physical characteristic, 

or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, 
or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on and release plans.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 

 
Permit application, 2023 
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Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, May 2023 

1959 Fred A. Martin, owner 

1955 Susie Wire, owner 

1952 David and Susie Wire, owners 

Fred A. and Media W. Martin, renters 
Vosberg and Martin Shoes 

1949 David and Susie Wire 

Fred A. and Media W. Martin 
Manager, Vosberg’s Foot Health Shop 

1944 David and Susie Wire 

Fred A. and Media W. Martin, owners 
Manager, Dr. Vosberg’s Foot Health Shop 

1941 David and Susie Wire, owners 

Fred A. and Media W. Martin 
Department manager, EMS & Sons 

1939 David and Susie Wire, owners 
Tool checker 

1935 David and Sue Wire, owners 
Salesman, Walter Tips Co. 

1932 Address not listed 

1929 Floyd B. and Nannie Hardeman, renters 
Statistician, state comptroller’s office 

1927 Floyd B. and Nannie Hardeman, renters 
Statistician, state comptroller’s office 

1924 Ben T. and Maude Morrall, owners 

1922 Address not listed 

 
Historical Information 

  
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); A09 Sep 1923: A1. 
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 27 Mar 1925: 5. 
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 02 Aug 1925: A3.   
The Austin American (1914-1973); 03 Feb 1929: A1 

 
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 24 Apr 1931: 12. 

  
The Austin American (1914-1973;11 Oct 1942: A11. 
The Austin American (1914-1973); 27 July 1952: A5.   
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 June 1973: A14. deaths and services 
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.;03 Jan 1980: B4 

  
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 04 Jan 1979: 2. 
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Permits 

 
Sewer tap permit, 1916 

 
Repair permit, 1938 

 
Water tap permit, 1957 
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