
 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

JULY 5, 2023 
PR-2023-067088; GF-2023-074985 

 1409 PAYNE AVENUE  

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, cross-gabled house with partial-width porch, asbestos siding, and 1:1 and 2:2 windows.  

RESEARCH 

The house at 1409 Payne Avenue was constructed in 1951 by the First Austin Realty Corporation, a midcentury development 
company. Its first occupants were Willie and Elsie Lentz. Willie Lentz worked as an engineer at IBM, and the couple moved 
to Dallas shortly after they purchased the house. From 1953 to around 1957, the home was occupied by William L. 
Thompson, Jr., who worked as the vice-president of the Steck Company, Austin’s largest printer. By 1959, Thompson had 
moved, and Carroll Layton rented the home.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed with Minimal Traditional influences.  
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   



 

LOCATION MAP 

 
  



 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 

 

 
 Demolition Permit Application – 2023 



 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, June 2023 

1959 Carroll L. Layton 

1957 William L. Thompson Jr. – Vice President of The Steck Company 

1955 William L. Thompson Jr. – Vice President of The Steck Company 

1952 Willie H. & Elsie M. Lentz, owner – Engineer at IBM 

1949 Address not listed. 

Historical Information 

 
“Elsie Mandel, Willie Lentz Are Married.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 24 July 1949: 4B.   

“DEATHS AND FUNERALS.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 Mar 1963: 12.   

 



 

Permits 

 
Building Permit – 1951 
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