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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
AUGUST 2,2023
PR-2023-084145; GF-2023-088414
5901 CARY DRIVE

Partially demolish and replace fenestration at a ca. 1953 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Ranch house with rambling plan, low-pitched compound-gabled roofline with deep eaves, and multi-light
windows. It is clad in rusticated stone and cedar shingle siding.

RESEARCH

The house at 5901 Cary Drive was built in 1953. Its first occupants, who lived in the home until at least 1959, were James
D. and Glenna Cole. James Cole, a veteran and inventor who had served as a B-24 pilot during World War 11, opened the
Cole Products Company after he completed his military service. After an unsuccessful stint as a paint dealership, Cole
Products soon became a metal-goods manufacturing company, achieving national success and million-dollar contracts with
Cole’s designs for kitchen vent hoods, evaporative coolers, bathroom fans, and outdoor painting buckets.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a.
b.
c.

d.

Architecture. The building is a good example of a Ranch-style house.

Historical association. The property is associated with Austin businessman James D. Cole.

Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

Landscape feature. The property does not appear to have a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the modification plans after receipt of a City of Austin Documentation Package, encouraging the applicant to
maintain existing opening sizes and locations at the portions of the house visible from the street.
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Lot Lines
Lot Line

7/19/2023

GF 23-088414
5901 CARY DRIVE

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Occupancy History

City Directory Research, July 2023

1959 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner — Cole Products Inc.
1957 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner — Cole Products Inc.
1955 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner — Cole Products Inc.
1954  James D. & Glenna Cole, owner — Cole Products Inc.
1953  James D. & Glenna Cole, owner — Cole Products Inc.

1952  Address not listed.

Historical information
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Cole Products Begins Its Operations Again. The Austin American (1914-1973). 31 Jan 1960: C14.



29-6

Cole Products Cor poration’s Newest Item
On Major Market Is Roller Paint Bucket

P R i LR

Austin Amerltan=—Ur

JAMES I}, COLE
Designer and Manufacturer of Bathroom Speciallics

Cole - Products Corporation,
0725 North Interregional High-
way, Is the oulgrowth of two
major expansions and ane com-
pletely new carporation venture
for James D, Cole in the lasi
12 years. .

Cole's first business attempt
in 1946, s palnt conlracting firm,
proved unprofitable. He turned
to the manufacture of evapora-
tive coolers and shect melal
work with his last few dollars,
expanding to Cale Manufactur-
ing Company In 1952, This full-
scale manufacturing concern,
specializing in coolers and kitch-
en stove” hoods, was later In-
corporated and enlarged to sell
products on & national scale,

Cole, his inventive "mind
scarching for new products, sold
the palents, dies and manufac-
turing facilities of 'Cole Manu-
facturing Company in 1956 to
{urn tn the fabrication of hath-
room specialties under the name
of Cole Products Corporation.

In March 1956 Cole moved his
company 10 #s new Joeation on
the interregional highwny, The
plunt & modern two-story build-
ing consisting of 15,000 square
feet of floor space with air con-
ditiened offices.



Beginning operations with the
manufacture of the Venelt bathe-
rcom cahinet, he has since ox-
panded the line to include six
motdels.

Now macde in assorted colors
and including such extras ns
concealed centilatlng fans and
Proteclo-Ray, an electronic e
ordorizer and sierilizer, his prod-
uets are markeled on a national
level,

The Intest addition to the Cole
line, a boon to do-il-yourselfers
as well as professionals, is a
paint bucket especially designed
to be used with paint rollers.

The pails, available in sizes
ranging from one-half gallon to
five gallons, feature handles
that adjust to keep lhe pail in
halance, a roller rest that keeps
the roller “‘round,” and a sturdy
base that allows the pail to rest
flemly on a scaffold board or
the floor.

Though only recenily added to
the company's line, the pails
are already heing sold through
such paint {irms as Sherwin-Wil-
liams, Cooks Painls, Morris
Paint and Varnish, United Paint
Company and Seidlifz Paint
Company. DuPont has evidenced
an intercst in the new design
and has recently placed an or-
der with Cole for his pro<uct.

The American Bridge Com-
puny and chain-link fence manu-
facturers, said Cole, have wecl-
comed the new design for roller
paint pails, The Navy, in adopt-
ing rollers for painting ships,
has shown an inlterest In the
huckets, as has the Air Force
for use in washing airplanes,

Cole, n native of Georgelown,
sorved as a pilot in World War
I, participaling in  bombing
raids on Germany {rom a base
in England.

Cole, n native of Georgelown,
served as a pilot in World War
I, participating in  bombing
raids on Germany [rom a base
in XEngland,

Following the wor, he moved
{o Austin to begin his manufac-
turing career.

He has taken advantapge of
his pilot's truining by utilizing
his own airplane {o make trips
over the nation to confer divect-

ly with polential as well as
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established customers.

Cole, as president of the cor-
poration, has engaged the serv-
ices of the following men to
serve with him as board of i-
rectors: W, A. Darter, an engi-
neering graduate from the Uni-
versity of Texas; Pearce John-
son, Austin atlorney; Myers K.
Parsons, a BBA graduate from
Texas; and Doyle Logsdon, with
10 years' experience in electrical
confracling,

Cole Products Corporation's Newest Iltem On Major Market Is Roller Paint Bucket. DICK BROWN Business Editor. The
Austin American (1914-1973); 08 June 1958. B6.
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Cole and White Sfores

Sign $1.5 Million Pact

James D. Cole, president of
Colé Products Corporation, Sat-
urday anndunced that final con-
tracts involving $1.5 million
have been signed by his firm
with White Stores Inc.

Cole said his firm has 4
to furnish 10,000 units of the
contracted item to White Stores,
to be mold throvughottt A alx-
state arda. Anhbuncément of
the exact nature of the fabricat-
ed metal jtem was withheld by
the manufacturer.

The contract, said Cole, pro-
vides for additional orders over
and above the original 10,000,

i e Crow, chalr

[ od ta
man of nﬁmmhr of Com-
merce Oentral Industtial Come
mittee, sald, “Otle Producta
Corporation's securing of this
contract is a significant step in
the development of Austin in-
dustry, The contract should In-
sure considerable industrial em-
ployment and activity in the
field of metal fabrication.”

W. Erle While, président of
White Stores Inc, told The
American-Btafesman, “We wel.
come this chance to deal with
another Austin Industry. The
volume of business provided for
in this ntw contract should re-
sult in the davelopment of a

ubstantial indusiry for Aus-
n, along with increased em-
ployment for bath skilled and
semlakilled wotkers in the
area,
- "Our com iz extremely
Interesled In the development
And prowth of Austin,”” he add-
ed. “We are confident of the
city’s Mture—so confident that
we have purchased land on
South Congress Avenue for con-
Et';ucﬂun of a second White
re." '

Meanwhile, at the Cole Pros
ducts plant on North Inter-
regional Highway, midnight oil
18} béing consumed in  grest
quantities as tooling up opera.
tions are completed.

Actual manufacturing should
m mf"” in November,

! ]

The signing of the final con
tracts this week was the culs
misation of many months' la-
bor for the young manufactur.
or. .

Working almost single-hand.
ed,; Cole convinced the White
Btores Board of Diréctors, Aus-
tin bankers, investors and his
suppliers that Austin was ihe
jdeal location for the manufac-
ture of the item, and that he
wax the man to do the job.

Now that the selling is done,
the réal task must be accom-
plished—that of proving Cole
Products Corporation can live
up to the dreams of Its young
presifent,

Ard Cole is meeling thiz chal-
lenge with complete confidence

and faith in the abilities of his
_émployes and himseit.

Austin Ametican-UP1
JAMES D. COLE AND $1.5 MILLION CONTRACT

A significant step forward for Austin industry.



Austin’s Newest Industrial Concern
Begins Operation, Sets Open House

Austin's  industrinl  development
takes a step forward this week as
the new Cole Products Corporation
beging operation. Production of n
complete line of products for build-
ers will begin immedintely after
apen honse held Salueday for 1he
public.

The new company will manufac-
ture and sell nationally a line of
nine  products  all  designed  and
manufactured under the supervi-
sion of James D. Cole, president,

A new manulacturing plant with
over 13,900 square feel of ware-
house, storage and manufacturing
area has recently been compleled,
The new plant is on a tract at
9725 Interregional Highway.

Manufacturing  facilities consist
of a complete tool and die depart-
ment, blanking, forming and draw-
ing department with capacily vp
to 50 tons, and a complele spray
painting department which includes
a spray booth, hot spray equip-
ment, a conveyer, an infra-red
oven amd a bonderizing machine.

“We will begin manufacturing
operations immedialely with a pay-
roll of nhout 3¢ employes. The num-
ber of employes will be expanded
rapidly as full production gels un-
derway,"” Cole said Friday.

The Cole Producls Corporalion
has received a letler of committ-
ment approving ils application for
a Smpll Business Adminisiration
loan. In addition the board of di-
rectors announced loday that ap-
proval has been received to raise
£120,000 through a public offering
of stock,

Officers of the company include
James D, Cole, president; W. W.
Patrick, vice president, and Louis

Seott Wilkerson, secretary, Serving
on the board of direclors are Joo
Crow, Insurance aml renl estale:
James D, Cule, product designer;
Patrick, ndvertising: Andrew S,
Patton, home uilder; Myers Par-
sons, nsurance; Wilkerson, allor-

ney, and Walter Corringlon, home
builder.

Cole hos received patents on n
lmmlgor of produels for the home
hnil_lluu: irnde which have proved
their commerelal suceess. atent
applications are pending for sev-
eral of the new producls shortly
to e introduced nt the National
Builders. Show in Chicago., “Cole
producls seek lo be compelitive
in price and still offer at least one
original non-compelitive feature.
We belleve this policy assures our
sticeess with the 22,000 boilders in
the nation who can buy eur prod-
uels,” Cole saidl.

Cole started in business here aft-
cr he relurned from service as a
B-24 pilot in World War 11, He
found himself broke after a year
in the paint contracting business,
With his last $8 he built an ovapPD-

 rative cooler which he sold profita-

E!r. From the proceeds of this he
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: I
began building and skl more

coolers, He developed o manufne-
turing business with natlonal sales
of evaporative coolers and range
hoods known os the Cole Manu.
fneturing Company. The Cole Mon-
ufacluring Company was sold lo
other Interests in Moreli of 1056

aml  Cole  immedialely  staried
building  the new Cole Products
Corporation.

The public is inviled to an all
day open house from 10 v, n. 1o
B op. oy Saturday.

Austin's Newest Industrial Concern Begins Operation, Sets Open House. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 07 Dec

1956: 25.



. J. D, Gole announced Saturday
that he will begin erecting im-
mediately a new bullding to manu-
facture Vent-Rite Ranga hoods,
The new bullding, made neces-
sary by a rapldly expanding natlon-
al demand for this Cole Company
product, will be located just off
the 6700 block on the Dallas High-
way on properly recently pur.
chased by Cole at Raymond and
Willlam Strests, The concrete block
and brick bullding will furnish
8,000, sq. ft. of manufacturing and
office space. This is more than
double the size of the present plant.
Early this year Cole completed
an expension which doubled his

floor space and more than doubled
his manufacturing facilities,
Growth quickly mada aven this
increase In size too small, and the
comﬂmy now more than four
weeks behind on production and
shipments of the Vent-Rite Hood.

Improvement in Vent-Rite Hoods
by the addition of the grease-stop
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‘COLE ERECTING MEW PLANT BUILDING

filler unit developed by Cole s
credited with the greatly incrensed
demand for Vent-Rite Range Hoods.
This filler remqves grease of cook-
ing by trapping It In either a
honey-comb - aluminum foil filter
which Is washable or a spun-pla-:
tilter which is disposable. Increasad
Fruductlnn made addition of the
llller possible with no increass In
price.

Distributlon ot Vent-Rite Hoods
has htus far been limlied by Cole
to Texas, Louistana, Oklahoma and
Arkansas with only enpugh hoods
gold In other states to test the
national market.. Expanded manu-
facturing facilitles of the new plant
will make nationwide sales possible
and natfonal advertising and sales
plans are in effect now to 'mtiract
orders for the Austin product from
every market In the country,

COLE ERECTING NEW PLANT BUILDING. The Austin American (1914-1973); 13 July 1952: BA4.
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