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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

AUGUST 2, 2023 
PR-2023-084145; GF-2023-088414 

 5901 CARY DRIVE  
PROPOSAL 

Partially demolish and replace fenestration at a ca. 1953 house. 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story Ranch house with rambling plan, low-pitched compound-gabled roofline with deep eaves, and multi-light 
windows. It is clad in rusticated stone and cedar shingle siding. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 5901 Cary Drive was built in 1953. Its first occupants, who lived in the home until at least 1959, were James 
D. and Glenna Cole. James Cole, a veteran and inventor who had served as a B-24 pilot during World War II, opened the 
Cole Products Company after he completed his military service. After an unsuccessful stint as a paint dealership, Cole 
Products soon became a metal-goods manufacturing company, achieving national success and million-dollar contracts with 
Cole’s designs for kitchen vent hoods, evaporative coolers, bathroom fans, and outdoor painting buckets. 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of a Ranch-style house. 
b. Historical association. The property is associated with Austin businessman James D. Cole.  
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the 
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to have a significant natural or designed landscape with 
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the modification plans after receipt of a City of Austin Documentation Package, encouraging the applicant to 
maintain existing opening sizes and locations at the portions of the house visible from the street.   



29 – 2 

LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Partial Demolition Permit Application – 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, July 2023 

1959 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner – Cole Products Inc. 

1957 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner – Cole Products Inc. 

1955 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner – Cole Products Inc. 

1954 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner – Cole Products Inc. 

1953 James D. & Glenna Cole, owner – Cole Products Inc. 

1952 Address not listed. 

Historical information 
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Cole Products Begins Its Operations Again. The Austin American (1914-1973). 31 Jan 1960: C14. 
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Cole Products Corporation's Newest Item On Major Market Is Roller Paint Bucket. DICK BROWN Business Editor.  The 

Austin American (1914-1973); 08 June 1958: B6.   
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Austin's Newest Industrial Concern Begins Operation, Sets Open House. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 07 Dec 

1956: 25. 
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COLE ERECTING NEW PLANT BUILDING. The Austin American (1914-1973); 13 July 1952: B4.    

Permits 

 
Building Permit – 1953 
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