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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

AUGUST 2, 2023 
PR-2023-084993; GF-2023-088410 

 1409 CRESTWOOD ROAD  
PROPOSAL 

Partially demolish a ca. 1947 house.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Construct a rear addition. Replace windows and doors, changing openings at main façade. Replace masonry, matching 
existing, at main façade.   

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story Ranch house with stucco and brick veneer, a compound gabled roof with deep eaves, and sliding and casement 
windows.  

RESEARCH 

The house at 1409 Crestwood Road was built in 1947 for Howard and Josie Gilstrap. Howard Gilstrap, known to University 
of Texas fans and players as “Bully,” was a decorated UT athelete in basketball, football, and track in the first part of the 
twentieth century; he then moved on to coaching football and basketball and served as the organizer of Texas Relays for 
over twenty-five years. A colorful figure, the famed Texas Longhorn was noted for his stories, quips, and words of 
encouragement to his teams and UT fans alike. In the late 1970s, Gilstrap retired, moving from Austin to a farm near 
Rosebud. Gilstrap died at the age of 87 in 1989.1 Josie and H. C.  Gilstrap had lived at 1409 Crestwood for at least 12 years.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2021 North Loop-Hancock-Boggy Creek survey lists the property as a medium priority and contributing to a potential 
historic district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Windows have been previously replaced.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance. 
b. Historical association. The property appears to have significant historical associations with University of Texas 

athlete, coach, and relay referee Howard “Bully” Gilstrap. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 

significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   

 
1 https://www.newspapers.com/article/1933358/1989_bully_gilstrap_suicide/ 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 

 

 
Partial Demolition Permit Application – 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, July 2023 

1959 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 

1957 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 

1955 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 

1954 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 
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1953 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 

1952 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 

1949 Howard C. & Josie Gilstrap, owner – Coordinator at UT 

1947 Address not listed. 

Historical Information 

 
Schreiner Institute. Portrait of Howard C. Gilstrap, photograph, 193X; 

(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth497890/m1/2/), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, 
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Schreiner University. 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bully_Gilstrap 
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Voices of teams past. Jim Trotter Sports Editor.  The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), 05 Feb 1978: D1 

 
Former Players, Coach To Gather. The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), 28 Nov 1974: A48. 
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Ex-Longhorn Retiring to Farm: Bully Honored By Friends. DICK COLLINS Assistant Sports Editor.  The Austin Statesman (1921-
1973); 28 Apr 1971: 22 
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Texas Relays Picks Wright And Gilstrap. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 27 Feb 1972: C1. 

University of Texas' Hall of Honor: Athletic Greats Honored Tonight. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 27 Nov 1968: 15. 
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Misses Out on Honors: Sickness Stymies Bully. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 08 Apr 1966: 28. 

Aggie Rivalry Old Stuff For Gilstrap. The Austin American (1914-1973); 23 Nov 1947: 17. 
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Gilstrap Succeeds Jack Gray As Texas Basketball Mentor.  The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 May 1942: 13. 
Permits 

 
Building Permit – 1947 
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