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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS  

AUGUST 2, 2023 
PR-2023-071143; GF-2023-087237 

WILLOW-SPENCE NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 81 WALLER STREET  
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1880 house. 

ARCHITECTURE 

The 1985 Willow-Spence National Register Historic District nominationdescribes the building as follows: 
Ca. 1882…One-story, central entrance, board-and-batten, frame structure with intact brick chimney, 6-over-6 
windows, and small front porch. Site No. 127 (81 Waller Street) appears to be one of the earliest (if not the earliest) 
structure in the survey area. 1 

RESEARCH 

The house at 81 Waller Street was built around 1880 by Robert K. Brydson. Brydson, a fruit grower and dairyman, died 
around 1888; his wife, Pauline, and their children remained in the house and worked to support themselves. After rolling 
cigars at the Phoenix Cigar Manufacturing Company, sons John J. and Robert W. Brydson began working in carpentry and 
opened and operated the Brydson Lumber Company. John J. Brydson had a landmarked 1896  house at 1605 Cesar Chavez 
Street during the 1980s; the house appears to have been demolished when its historic zoning was inadvertently removed 
through the adopted rezonings of the 2000 East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Plan. 2,3 Their nephew, William Warren, is 
honored with the landmarked William and Eleanor Warren House at 1502 Hardouin Ave. for his association with the 
company in its later years.4 However, the family home at 81 Waller Street appears to be the original home of the Brydson 
brothers’ carpentry business before the Brydson Lumber Company became one of Austin’s most prolific builders. The 
Warren House’s zoning review by Steve Sadowsky describes the Brydsons’ impact:  

Brydson Lumber and Construction Company was one of Austin’s largest lumber suppliers, but also, on the same 
model as Calcasieu Lumber Company and East End Lumber Company, Brydson designed, built, and financed houses 
for their customers. The Brydson family came to Austin around 1888, and John J. and Robert W. Brydson began 
working as house builders.  They brought in another brother, Burt Brydson, and their company was known as Brydson 
Brothers…Brydson continued to be a strong presence in Austin’s growth and development, providing lumber and 
building supplies to various contractors, as well as furnishing designs and contractor services.  Brydson also carried a 
full line of paints and varnishes, built cabinets, and milled their own lumber.  Brydson grew to be one of the two major 
lumber companies in Austin, and was responsible for many houses in north-central Austin, including the Brydson 
Addition near the University of Texas campus.5 
 

After the Brydson family moved, the home was occupied mostly by working- and middle-class renters, including laborers, 
clerks, carpenters, Navy sailors and airmen, and a gunsmith.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The property contributes to the Willow-Spence National Register district. The 2016 East Austin survey lists the property as 
contributing to a potential local historic district.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. It appears to be the oldest building in the Willow-Spence National Register 

Historic District. 
2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity. Windows have been replaced and a small bay added to each 

side elevation, where existing windows have been infilled. Board-and-batten siding has been replaced by compatible 

 
1 https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/NR/pdfs/85002264/85002264.pdf 
2 https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=12307  
3 https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=71945  
4 Sadowsky, Steve. “C14H-2016-0005,William F. and Eleanor-Warren House.” 2016. https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=256477  
5 Ibid. 

https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/NR/pdfs/85002264/85002264.pdf
https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=12307
https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=71945
https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=256477
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vertical siding. The central transom at the front has been covered by siding, and the original brick chimney has been 
removed. 

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 
determined that it may meet two criteria: 

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of a vernacular structure with National Folk influences. It appears 
to be the oldest building in the Willow-Spence National Register Historic District, with simple styling and form 
indicating its age and distinction from the district’s later Folk Victorian buildings.  

b. Historical association. The property is associated with the Brydson family. J. J. Brydson opened and operated 
the Brydson Lumber Company with his brothers Robert and Burt. He had a landmarked 1896  house at 1605 
Cesar Chavez St.6 during the 1980s,but the house appears to have been demolished when its historic zoning 
was inadvertently removed through the adopted rezonings of the 2000 East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Plan.7 
Their nephew, William F. Warren, is honored with the landmarked William and Eleanor Warren House at 1502 
Hardouin Ave. for his association with the company in its later years.8 However, the family home at 81 Waller 
Street appears to be the original home of the Brydson brothers’ carpentry business before the Brydson Lumber 
Company became one of Austin’s most prolific builders.   

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the 
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider whether the building’s integrity and historical associations are sufficient to meet the designation requirements. If 
so, initiate historic zoning. If the Commission chooses to release the demolition permit, require completion of a City of 
Austin Documentation Package. New construction drawings must be reviewed by the Historic Landmark Commission 
prior to demolition permit release.   

 
6 https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=12307 
7 https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=71945 
8 Sadowsky, Steve. C14H-2016-0005, William F. and Eleanor-Warren House. https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=256477  
 
 

https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=256477
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Demolition application, 2023 

 



20 – 6 

  

 
Texas Historical Commission via University Of North Texas, 1980: https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth971272/m1/1/;  

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth675533/m1/1/  
Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, July 2023 
1959 Lano Garza, renter 

1955 Leondro and Alicia Trevino, renters - Employee, Don Miller 

1952 Claude and Sadie Pittman, renters - Employee of Calcasieu Lumber 

1949 Harry S. and Violet Boatright, renters - Carpenter 

1947 Eugene W. and Lucille Larson, renters - Mechanic 

1944 George and Hattie Bryant, renters - Helper 

1941 Ira F. and Thelma Reese, renters - Laborer, City Parks 

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth971272/m1/1/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth675533/m1/1/
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1939 Ira F. and Thelma Reese, renters - Laborer 

1935 Ira F. and Thelma Reese, renters - Laborer, Texas Public Service Company 

1932 81 Waller not listed; address change to 95 Waller 
95 Waller: Vacant 

1929 Lee and Susie Bishop, renters - Carpenter 
LeRoy J and Lucille Ricks, renters - Painter 

1927 Lee and Susie Bishop, renters - Carpenter 

1924 James W. and Maggie Weaver, renters - Laborer, Lone Star Ice Co. 

1922 Henry W. and Dollie Leverett, renters - Blacksmith 
Arthur Leverett, renter - Clerk 
Herbert Leverett 

1920 Vacant 

1918 Vacant 

1916 Henry L. Kramer—Driver 
Lonnie King, renter - Dogcatcher 

1914 Columbus H. Richey 
Joseph H. Richey – gunsmith between 1st and 2nd on Congress Ave. 

1912 Vacant 

1910 Vacant 

1909 Alexandro Ruiz – clerk, Murchison-Lee Co. 
Mrs. Maria Aleman 
Ed Gress – presser 
Miss Justina Guerrero 

1906 Frederick Hauer – laborer  

1905 Charles Corbin 

1895 Pauline Brydson, widow of R. K. 
Burt Brydson – clerk with W. F. Warren 
Miss Alice C. Brydson – saleslady, George A. Brush 
Miss Daisy Brydson – operator, telephone exchange 
Robert W. Brydson – carpenter 
Miss Sallie Brydson – cashier Scarbrough and Hicks 

1893 John J. Brydson – carpenter, contractor, builder; shop and residence at 95 Waller 
Mrs. Pauline Brydson, widow R.K. Brydson 
Miss Alice C. Brydson – works at bookbindery of Ben C. Jones & Co. 
Miss Maggie Brydson – bookkeeper for George A. Brush 

1889 Mrs. Pauline Brydson, widow of R. K. Brydson 
Miss Alice Brydson – works at C. J. Shumake & Co. 
John Brydson – cigarmaker, Phoenix Manufacturing Co. 
Robert Brydson – works at Phoenix cigar factory 

1887 R. K. Brydson – dairyman  

1885 Robert K. Brydson – fruit grower 

1881 Addressed as northeast corner of First Street east of Medina and Market Streets 
Robert K. Brydson – gardener  

1880 1880 Census indicates that the Brydson family lived “between Spence and the river” on an unnamed street. Occupants 
included Scottish-born gardener Robert Brydson as the head of household, as well as his wife Pauline and children Maggie 
(13), John (11), Mary (10), Alice (7), and Robert Jr. (11). 
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Historical Information 

 

 

C14H-2016-0005, William F. and Eleanor-Warren House, https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=256477 

 
Austin Daily Statesman (1891-1902); 21 Aug 1892: 6. 
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Display Ad 21 -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1902-191529 Apr 1906: 7. 

WOMAN SUFFERS WOUNDS. The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 17 Aug 1913: 2.   
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The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 18 May 1924: C10.  Via https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=256477. 

BRYDSON LUMBER CO. SEES BUSY DAYS AHEAD The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 Mar 1928: 8. 
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Pioneer Builders Of Austin. The Austin American (1914-1973); 28 Mar 1937: 10.    

 
FIGHTERS for FREEDOM. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 Feb 1944: 3. 
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VISITS PARENTS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 06 Aug 1951: 2.   

Austin Navy Man Gets Commendation. The Austin American (1914-1973); 21 Feb 1954: A11. 

 
DEATHS and SERVICES. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 01 Mar 1970: A8  

Deaths and Services. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 Feb 1972: 19.  
deaths and services. The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 01 Aug 1976: B5. 
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Maps 

 
1900 Sanborn, addressed as 95 Waller 

 
1962 Sanborn, addressed as 1200 Canterbury, 95 Waller, and 81 Waller 

Permits 
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