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AUSTIN LIGHT RAIL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN



COMMUNITY DIALOGUE



PRIORITIZE MOBILITY SOLUTIONS FOR 
HISTORICALLY 
UNDERINVESTED COMMUNITIES

• Builds new infrastructure to 
serve historically 
underinvested areas

• Serves Black, Indigenous, & 
People of Color (BIPOC) 
communities, affordable 
housing units, lower income 
areas, and households that are 
more dependent on public 
transportation

• Connects communities with job 
centers and destinations 
throughout Austin

BIPOC Share of Population Affordable Housing & Income



CONNECTING PEOPLE TO 
WHERE THEY NEED AND 
WANT TO GO

• Connects to job centers, 
education, medical centers, and 
downtown

• Provides access extending 
north, east, and south 

• Generates strong ridership, and 
includes high ridership stations 
at UT, downtown, and Pleasant 
Valley/Riverside

2045 Population Density 2045 Total Jobs



PROVIDE AN EXPANDABLE 
INTERCONNECTED 
REGIONAL TRANSIT 
NETWORK

• Connects with existing Red Line and 
future Green Line commuter rail at 
Downtown Station

• Connects with current and future 
MetroRapid service including Pleasant 
Valley and downtown

• Links with key high ridership and high 
frequency bus routes

• Supports the pursuit of 50/50 mode 
share goal in the ASMP by providing 
more high frequency transit options to 
more places

• Supports transit network expansion to 
the north, south, east and west

Transit Connections
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ON-STREET NORTH SHORE LANDING / TRINITY ST. CROSSING

Guadalupe Street at 4th Street / Republic Square - Looking Northwest

CONCEPTUAL PLAN RENDERING
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“People-
centered” 
means 
designing for 
how people 
actually
behave We don’t behave as 

computer models predict



“People-
centered” 
means 
designing for 
how people 
actually
behave

User ExperienceUser 
Experience

“Plan”



Planning

Commuting

Last mile

Arrival

Waiting

This is a critical 
opportunity to shift 

attitudes and create a 
positive experience of 

mobility



We want to 
understand the 

the whole journey
Planning

Arrival

Waiting

Commuting

Last mile



Concrete

Vision Workshops + 
Stakeholder Engagement

User Personas + Typical 
Journeys

Research-based design approach

Local Construction Trades
Landscape + Urban Form
Sustainability + Climate

Local Culture



Bus shelter

75’ radius

+1,470%

People forgo seating comfort for 
micro-climate protection —
specifically to noise and air quality 
(Stationary Activity, Riverside)

The weekday vs weekend sees 
dramatic shift in volume of people 
at SoCo
(Movement, SoCo)

Less than a third of people wait 
within 25’ of the shelter

Movement Flow

People moving

Cognitive Experience

Public Life

Research-based design approach

Journey Mapping

Urban Quality



Supporting 
transit means 
supporting 
public life

Virban 



THANK YOU!
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